
PRODUCT BULLETIN - NO. 864
Flash Disk for Cisco 7200 Series Routers
Provides Greater Storage than Existing Linear Flash Card
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With the rapid growth of networking and the Internet, service provider and enterprise WAN networks are undergoing significant chang

service offerings, increasing volumes of data traffic, and the integration of data, voice, and video, require networks to scale to new levels in

order to meet customer requirements. As the global leader in networking, Cisco continually brings new capabilities to service provider and

enterprise customers to support these new requirements and enable networks to grow with the demands of network applications.

The high-performance Cisco 7200 series enable customers to meet today’s networking requirements due to the breadth of ad

support for LAN/WAN services, reliability, and performance. The introduction of Flash Disk provides increased Flash-based memory

(40 to 110 MB) for storage in 7200 routers. Flash Disk delivers a less expensive and simpler Flash product while maintaining compatibility

with existing linear Flash memory.

Product Overview

Flash Disks, an alternative to linear Flash memory, are Flash memory-based devices that can be used as file storage media in the PC

of Cisco 7200 routers and in the route switch module (RSM) used in the Catalyst® 5000 family systems.

Flash Disk is more flexible than linear Flash memory because Flash Disk has controller circuitry that allows it to emulate a had disk,

automatically map out bad blocks, and perform automatic block erasure. Further, Flash Disk provides the capability to allocate nonco

sectors, which eliminates the need for the “squeeze” command (currently required with linear Flash memory cards).

Flash Disk is supported as the primary boot media for NPE-300-based systems. In all other systems, Flash Disk should be us

augment linear Flash memory.
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Features and Benefits

Table 1 Features and Benefits

Applications

The large capacity of Flash Disk has several applications where significant amounts of storage are required including:

• Multiple Cisco IOS images

• Large configurations

• Statistics and accounting

• Network management data

All devices will recognize improved manageability of Flash memory without impact on performance or device operation.

Software Requirements

Flash Disk is only supported on systems with the Cisco IOS filesystem feature. In general, Flash Disk functionality requires Cisco IOS

12.0(2) or a later release of 12.0.

Platform Support

Flash Disk can be used as a file storage media in the PC card slots of the following Cisco products:

• Input/Output (I/O) controller—used in the Cisco 7200 series systems (Cisco 7202, Cisco 7204, Cisco 7206, Cisco 7204VXR, ansco

7206VXR), and Cisco uBR7246 universal broadband router

• RSM—used in the Catalyst 5000 series systems

Flash Disk Compatibility Requirements

Flash Disk is supported as the primary boot media for NPE-300 based system only. In all other systems, you should use the Flash Disk

side-by-side with linear Flash memory. Although it is possible to boot from a Flash Disk, a bootable image must be maintained on a linear

Flash memory card to ensure the router is bootable if the bootflash software image becomes unusable.

Feature Benefit

Supported on Cisco 7200 and RSM Increased storage for high-capacity routing platforms

Large Capacity Flash Increases storage for a variety of applications:
• Additional Cisco IOS® images
• Large configuration files

Coexists with Linear Flash Products Preserves investment in existing Flash memory infrastructure

Simpler, Improved Manageability (No “Squeeze”
Command)

Eliminates a complicated and time-consuming operation for managing large files

Less Expensive per MB Delivers high value relative to linear Flash

Scalable Allows customers to grow Flash requirements consistent with their network growth
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Table 2 Flash Disk Support

Ordering Information

Flash Disk is orderable beginning January 18, 1999 with shipments beginning February 1, 1999.

Platform
Primary Boot
Media Storage

Statistics /
Accounting

Network
Management
Data

NPE-300 Y Y Y Y

NPE-200 N Y Y Y

NPE-150 N Y Y Y

NPE-100 N Y Y Y

RSM N Y Y Y

Part Number Description

MEM-I/O-FLD40M Cisco 7200 I/O PCMCIA Flash Disk 40-MB Option

MEM-I/O-FLD40M= Cisco 7200 I/O PCMCIA Flash Disk 40-MB

MEM-I/O-FLD110M Cisco 7200 I/O PCMCIA Flash Disk 110-MB Option

MEM-I/O-FLD110M= Cisco 7200 I/O PCMCIA Flash Disk 110-MB

MEM-RSM-FLD40M Catalyst 5000 RSM Flash Disk 40-MB Option
(Default)

MEM-RSM-FLD40M= Catalyst 5000 RSM Flash Disk 40-MB Kit

MEM-RSM-FLD110M Catalyst 5000 RSM Flash Disk 110-MB Option

MEM-RSM-FLD110M= Catalyst 5000 RSM Flash Disk 110-MB Kit
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Cisco Systems has more than 200 offices in the following countries. Addresses, phone numbers, and fax numbers are listed on the

C i s c o C o n n e c t i o n O n l i n e W e b s i t e a t h t t p : / / w w w . c i s c o . c o m / o f f i c e s .

Corporate Headquarters
Cisco Systems, Inc.
170 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, CA 95134-1706
USA
http://www.cisco.com
Tel: 408 526-4000

800 553-NETS (6387)
Fax: 408 526-4100

European Headquarters
Cisco Systems Europe s.a.r.l.
Parc Evolic, Batiment L1/L2
16 Avenue du Quebec
Villebon, BP 706
91961 Courtaboeuf Cedex
France
http://www-europe.cisco.com
Tel: 33 1 69 18 61 00
Fax: 33 1 69 28 83 26

Americas
Headquarters
Cisco Systems, Inc.
170 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, CA 95134-1706
USA
http://www.cisco.com
Tel: 408 526-7660
Fax: 408 527-0883

Asia Headquarters
Nihon Cisco Systems K.K.
Fuji Building, 9th Floor
3-2-3 Marunouchi
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100
Japan
http://www.cisco.com
Tel: 81 3 5219 6250
Fax: 81 3 5219 6001
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