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When Laura Lewkowski was 13, she was intrigued by Web design and when she was older she began studying for her
Certified Internet Webmaster (CIW) exam. During thistime, Laura realized her weakest area was networking, so she decided
to enroll in Cisco® Networking Academy® at New Market Skills Center in Tumwater.

While there, she successfully completed all four Networking Academy courses and passed her Cisco Certified Network
Associate (CCNA®) certification exam in June 2006.

Upon graduation, Laura enrolled in Northwest University’s school of Business Administration and, because of her ahilities,
was awarded a $4000 scholarship per semester. In addition, she has been offered ajob with the university upon graduation.
Laura contributes much of her success to her participation in Networking Academy.

Laurarecalls aways planning for the future while attending New Market Skills Center. While in school, she developed a
student portfolio and attended several job fairs and lectures on interviewing skills. As a Networking Academy student, she
participated in asix-day, 15-hour job-shadowing internship at the Olympia Auto Mall. There, she learned the dynamics of an
office environment and the importance of interpersonal and technology skills in the workplace.

To foster her interest in technology while earning her degree, Laura applied to be avolunteer in the Northwest University’s
information technology (IT) department. Impressed with her abilities and certification credentials, the director of the
department not only gave Laura the position, but also offered her a $4,000 scholarship per semester to be used toward tuition.

Lauraenjoys her current intern position at Northwest as it allows her to both utilize her
networking skills and offset the cost of tuition. “The fact that | have already been offered a
full-time job with the college once | graduate has really made all my work in the
Networking Academy worth the hours of time and effort.”

“The fact that | have already been offered a full-time job with the college
once | graduate has really made all my work in the Networking Academy
worth the hours of time and effort.”

Laura Lewkowski

In addition to her studies and work, Laura has also been active in SkillSUSA, a national student leadership organization. In her
first year of participation, she took home third place in the state Internetworking competition. The following year she won the
gold medal and subsequently attended the National Skills USA competition.

Laura has earned an associate in arts and sciences degree as well as received nine scholarships and awards. In 2007, she was

the recipient of a Cisco Networking Academy 4R Award for her achievementsin the program. In addition, Laura has earned

seven industry certifications which include CCNA and CIW aswell as Microsoft Office Specialist in Microsoft Word, Excel,
Outlook, Access, and PowerPoint.

Laurafindstime to give back to her community by volunteering network assistance at the Boys and Girls Club of America,
Wenatchee Skills Center, and Timberland Regional Library. She aspires to earn adegree in business administration, pursue
Cisco Certified Network Professional (CCNP®) coursework, and eventually open her own nonprofit I T consulting business.
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Laura has earned an associate in arts and sciences degree as well as received nine scholarships and
awards. In 2007, she was the recipient of a Cisco Networking Academy 4R Award for her achievements in
the program.

“If it hadn't been for the people in my life willing to take an interest and helping me, | wouldn't have tapped into the self-
confidence that | have today. | am really thankful for my teachers, classmates, mentors and coworkers.” For more information
on the Networking Academy at New Market Skills Center, visit: http://www.nmvsc.com/
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