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Secondary school winners from left to
right: Joel Lamb, MB (Bronze), James
McNeice, AB (Gold), Gurjit Singh Bains, ON
(Silver)

‘| was worried about missing
my studies, but Mom & Dad
wanted me to go. So | did...

and won Silver!”
Gurjit Bains,

Silver Medal Winner,
Secondary Division

Skills Canada 2007: Networking Academy
Students Do It Again.

So what’s the secret?

As a proud sponsor of Skills Canada since 2002, Cisco is constantly delighted by the
number of Networking Academy students bringing home medals year after year. 2007
saw this pattern continue with four of six medals - 2 Silver, 2 Bronze - which now sets the
stage for future success through the clues presented by our most recent winners.

Two Secondary School
Winners

Gurjit Bains of Waterloo Collegiate Institute
(WCI) in Waterloo, Ontario and Joel Lamb of
Miles Macdonell Collegiate (MMC) in
Winnipeg, Manitoba took Silver and Bronze
respectively in the Secondary School
Division at the 2007 Skills Canada competi-
tion in Saskatoon.

“It's the Networking Academy Program that
provides the practical work where you get to
understand the internet, routers and VLANS,
says Gurjit Bains. It lets you step back and
see how it really all works™. Born in Kitchener,
Ontario, 18-year-old Gurjit chose WCI
“because it had the most programs available:
Cisco CCNA 1 to 4, and IT Essentials 1 and
2" He took a fifth year to complete them all
and graduated in June 2007 “Grade 12 is where he really got into computers, recalls
Computer Engineering Teacher lon Damian, Gurjit's instructor at WCI. Now when he
walks into the classroom, you think he's the teacher, not me. He lectured more than | did
last year”. lon also remembers Gurjit's dogged determination at Skills Canada. “Being a
vegetarian, Gurjit found he had to walk 3 km every time he wanted to eat. He also has
allergies and it wasn't a smoke-free environment. He came down with a fever, yet still
came in second with only a 1% difference between him and first place”.

Just 17 graduate Joel Lamb, a native of Winnipeg, credits the Cisco Networking
Academy Program with “teaching me the proper way to implement my skills in the pro-
fessional world”. He chose MMC when he learned of its reputation from an ex-

student who had gone to Skills Canada. When his instructor, Kurt Martinson, Business
Technology Department Head suggested he go to Skills Canada, he was “blown away”...
and won Bronze. Joel already has an opportunity for a job at the University of Manitoba
handling all their IT and tech support. “The Networking Academy Program introduced
Joel to the idea of studying industry objectives and the value of certification, says Kurt. |
believe he plans to become certified for IT Essentials 1 and 2, Introduction to Linux
Operating Systems, and A+ and Network+".

Could it be the schools?

It can't help but be noticed that both Waterloo Collegiate Institute and Miles
Macdonell Collegiate consistently produce Skills Canada winners. According to WCl's
lon Damian, “We're a small school with just 1,200 students. It's all combined classes —
grades 10, 11 and 12 - with older students helping the younger ones. In a high-tech area
with lots of professors and a population determined to succeed, we just never come
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Post-Secondary school winners from left
to right: Shaun Greene, BC (Silver), Shaun
Edwards, NL (Gold), Evan Isnor, NS
(Bronze)

“Skills Canada was a great
experience for me not only to
have the opportunity to
demonstrate my skills but to
meet people from all over
Canada. Being able to compete
in itself was an honor, but to be
able to place in the top three
was fantastic!”

Shaun Greene,

Silver Medal Winner,
Post-Secondary Division

October 2007

away without medals”. MMC's Kurt Martinson says he uses his own industry experience
with certifications and works it into the curriculum.”"Whereas most schools prep students
for industry, our program is an elective to those who are really interested in technology. It
provides lots of hands-on and students get really excited, which all helps with Skills com-
petitions”.

Two Post-Secondary School Winners

In the Post-Secondary School Division, Shaun Green of
University College of Fraser Valley (UCFV) in Abbotsford, BC took
the Silver and Evan Isnor of Nova Scotia Community College
(NSCC) Annapolis Valley in Middleton, Nova Scotia took Bronze.

Born in Kamloops BC, Shaun Greene discovered the Cisco
Networking Academy at Sardis Secondary School in Chilliwack.
He then chose UCFV because “They had small classes, about 30
people, which I liked. You can always get the instructor to give you
a hand. And their courses were designed for people who work,
which | had to do full-time throughout university, studying at
nights and on weekends". His 4-year program included CCNA,
CCNP and CCSP with Shaun graduating as Bachelor of
Computer Information Systems. Today at 25, Shaun is IT Project Coordinator for the
District of Mission. His goal is IT project management, with PMP certification, or his own
business. Bob McAuliffe, Faculty Computer Information Systems and Shaun's instructor
says “Where 7 out of 10 was good enough, Shaun got all 10. He took 4 courses per
semester while working full-time and landed his job doing it. He likes to works quickly.
Shaun can connect up and get the basic platform going as fast as anyone I've seen”.

Evan Isnor was born in Kentville, Nova Scotia and chose NSCC because “The way |
learn best is hands-on and it seemed to me they had more equipment than students”.
Evan took CCNA 1 through 4 and completed with marks above 85%. At age 22, he grad-
uated with a Diploma in Systems Management Networking. “I took the Networking
Academy Program because | am really interested in Internetworking, says Evan. | would-
n't have the credentials for my job without it and winning at Skills Canada felt pretty
good, coming third from all across Canada”. Joy Brown, Faculty Applied Arts & New
Media and Instructor for Cisco Academy courses says “Evan is the complete package.
When we sent him for a work experience interview, they were so impressed, they want-
ed one of his reports and even paid him. Then they hired him full-time!”

Lets hear it for Tommy Boucher.

Cisco Networking Academy Program student, Tommy Boucher
of Quebec City's Cégep Limoilou, is heading to Japan for
WorldSkills 2007 Vas-y Tommy!

o,
CISCO.
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