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The past several weeks have been challenging ones for Lebanon. But with a peace-
ful resolution, we are reminded once again of the resilience and spirit of the Lebanese 
people. Their strength remains our inspiration.

This edition of our newsletter details some of the work of the Partnership for Lebanon 
and the progress we have made over the past several months. Modest steps, but ones 
which we believe can, with your continued help and the efforts of so many others who 
care about the future of Lebanon, help the Lebanese people find a brighter tomorrow. 
The Partnership continues to be steadfastly committed to the great country of Lebanon 
— in the words of Lebanese poet, Kahlil Gibran, “March on. Do not tarry. To go 
forward is to move toward perfection. March on, and fear not the thorns, 
or the sharp stones on life’s path.”

From the Partnership Team



An Unexpected Guide to a Better Future 

Lebanon is blessed with some of the most beautiful vistas in the Middle East. 
And its mountains, valleys and coastal regions offer fertile ground for a di-
versity of crops, with farmers cultivating figs and olives, bananas, melons and 
apples, tobacco, and grapes for fine wines.

But in some places, these wonderful resources have been taken away — by 
landmines.  

Landmines can be a hidden danger, of course, but their impact extends 
beyond life and limb. They complicate post-conflict resettlement, and they 
create barriers to basic resources like water and arable land.  

The Partnership for Lebanon is working with the Marshall Legacy Institute 
(MLI) and the International Trust Fund for Humanitarian Demining to help 
free Lebanon of landmines. But we’re doing it in a way that you might not expect…

It turns out that one of the most effective tools in finding landmines are…dogs. Demining dogs sponsored by 
the MLI are hard at work in several countries, including Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbijan, Bosnia-Hersegovina, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Zambia, and Mozambique. Lebanon’s national demining program has used mine detec-
tion dogs successfully since 2001 to sniff out mines and save lives. But as some dogs reach retirement age, oth-
ers are needed to take their places. 

As the title sponsor of this year’s annual MLI Legacy of Hope Golf Tournament, the Partnership donated 
$65,000 to help sponsor the training, certification, and transportation to Lebanon of two dogs trained to sniff 
out land mines. The dogs will be named Cimgo, after the Partnership member companies (Cisco, Intel,
Microsoft, GHAFARI and Occidental Petroleum), and Shreek, which means “partner” in Arabic.

Young candidate dogs, usually 18 to 24 months of age, undergo intensive training in Somerset, TX. The dogs 
are then sent to bond with their handlers and train for an additional four months prior to beginning their life-
saving work. Mine detection dogs typically work for six to eight years prior to retiring, usually with their han-
dlers. 

The Marshall Legacy Institute was formed in 1997 to help alleviate suffering, restore hope and nurture stabil-
ity in war-torn countries.  Its primary focus is providing resources and training to help severely contaminated 
countries free their soil of landmines.  

In 2008, MLI plans to provide 12 mine detection dogs to Lebanon.  (Click here to learn more about MLI)

Latest News

Mine Detection Dog Cimgo

http://www.marshall-legacy.org


Progress Update
The Partnership for Lebanon team is excited to report on the great 

progress we’ve made in the past few months. Please read on for 
some highlights!

WORK STREAMS

Relief & Response

Update on Mercy Corps’ Leveraging Education 
through Access, Rehabilitation and Networking 

(LEARN)
Through LEARN (Leveraging Education through Access, Rehabilitation and Networking), Mercy Corps is pro-
viding enhanced learning environments and diverse academic and extracurricular activities – like ICT training 

– to Lebanon’s underserved public schools. Mercy Corps works in concert with 12 Community Partner Councils 
around the country to make significant changes to schools and offer a better future to Lebanon’s youth.

Update on Habitat for Humanity’s Technical Shelter Assistance Program (TSAP)
At the height of the 2006 conflict in Lebanon, nearly a quarter of the country’s population was displaced and 
vital infrastructure, homes and entire communities were destroyed in the southern region. To address the 
urgent need to rebuild, the Partnership for Lebanon joined with Habitat for Humanity to support and fund its 
Technical Shelter Assistance Program (TSAP).

Under the TSAP, Habitat for Humanity staff provide families receiving government aid with the tools, infor-
mation and technical consultation they need to successfully manage and document the home reconstruction 
process.

More than 3,750 people in three of the most heavily-impacted villages in the South will benefit from the TSAP.  
To date, more than 640 families have taken advantage of the program, over 3,200 architectural and civil plans 
have been produced and over 300 of these families have already begun construction on their homes.  For more 
information, please click here.

ICT Infrastructure

National Broadband Strategy Update
The Lebanese people have the education, creativity and entrepre-
neurial spirit to create sustained economic growth in Lebanon, 
but Lebanon’s slow and expensive communications infrastruc-
ture is holding them back. 21st century commerce depends on the 
efficient exchange of knowledge and information, and basics like 
Internet speed and bandwidth can be the difference between suc-
cess and failure. 

The Partnership is working with Lebanon to improve the coun-
try’s communications infrastructure, with the goal of making it

Habitat for Humanity Project in Lebanon

Lebanon Internet Service Providers (ISPs) cross-
connecting servers at the Beirut-IX Internet 

Exchange Point

http://www.partnershipforlebanon.org/Leaders/Relief-and-Response.aspx


the most advanced in the Middle East.  To do so, the Partnership is helping to develop and implement a Na-
tional Broadband Strategy.  Broadband will give Lebanon a strategic advantage over regional competitors and 
level the playing field in global markets, enabling innovation, attracting investment, growing key industries, 
and creating jobs. And broadband will increase the speed and efficiency with which the Lebanese government 
can provide needed services like education, workforce training and health care to the Lebanese people.

We’ve made important progress. To increase the country’s international bandwidth, the Partnership has do-
nated two powerful routers that will be used as an international gateway. To improve the speed and efficiency 
of local Internet traffic, the Partnership is helping to establish the first Internet exchange point in Lebanon, 
donating equipment and offering technical expertise.

The Partnership is also working with Lebanon’s Telecommunications Regulatory Agency (TRA) to create a 
competitive environment in the Internet communications sector, to lower costs and improve quality.  The TRA 
is expected to issue its first broadband license soon.

And relying on best practices developed while working to modernize the communications infrastructure of 
other countries, the Partnership is recommending that the TRA adopt a regulatory framework that is open, 
transparent, encourages public confidence and attracts private investment.  

For more information, please visit www.partnershipforlebanon.org or email us at
ictinfrastructure@partnershipforlebanon.org.

Launch of the First Internet Exchange Point in Lebanon
The first Internet Exchange Point in Lebanon (IXP) was
officially launched on April 1, 2008, during a ceremony held at 
the InterContinental Phoenicia Beirut. An IXP allows the free 
flow of Internet traffic between networks operated by different 
Internet service providers. While IXP’s have become more com-
mon with the expansion of the Internet around the world, the 
only other Arab country to have one is Egypt.

The Partnership for Lebanon donated all of the equipment 
needed to build the IXP, while Packet Clearing House, an In-
ternational non-governmental organization dedicated to the 
stability and accessibility of the Internet, worked with Lebanon’s 
Internet service providers to form the necessary technical, policy, 
and governance structures.

The private sector partners in the effort include: Cyberia, IDM, 
Moscanet/WISE, New-Com Sodetel, Solidere BBN, Terranet, PCA (Professional Computer Association) and 
Berytech. 

Located in Berytech Mar Roukoz, the Beirut IXP is a neutral facility open to any service provider. Many com-
panies have already initiated exchanges at the Beirut IXP, including Cyberia, IDM, Moscanet/WISE, New-Com 
Sodetel, Solidere BBM, and Terranet.

For more information, please visit www.beirutix.net.

George Akiki, Ciscso; Bassam Jaber, Beirut-IX Man-
agement and Operating Committee; and Gabriel 

Deek, Professional Computer Association; speak at 
the launch of the first Internet Exchange Point in 

Lebanon

http://www.partnershipforlebanon.org
mailto:ictinfrastructure@partnershipforlebanon.org
http://www.beirutix.net


Workforce Training and Education

Internship Program Update
The intern program continues to be one of the most rewarding 
aspects of the Partnership. Our wonderful interns are making 
real contributions to the organizations they are working for while 
preparing to become Lebanon’s future financial leaders. Read on 
for our latest updates as well as stories about our interns of the 
month!

Government Interns
The Partnership for Lebanon is currently sponsoring 25 interns 
in Lebanon. The Partnership worked closely with the Lebanese 
government to place interns in the Council for Development and 
Reconstruction, the Office of the Minister of State for Administra-
tive Reform (OSMAR) and other government ministries.

In December, we launched our “Intern of the Month” program to highlight the work of our interns and encour-
age their continued success. Elie Aswad, who is working as a Web developer and designer for OSMAR, was 
recognized as the inaugural “Intern of the Month” in December. Since his internship began, Elie has worked on 
four projects, including building and designing a Web site for the Central Fund for the Displaced from scratch!

Ramzi Awada was recognized as February’s “Intern of the Month” for his work at the Ministry of Culture where 
he is a network administrator. Ramzi is a favorite at the Ministry, known for his wonderful tech support and 
also for revamping and streamlining outdated systems. Ramzi believes this internship is a great opportunity 
for him to improve his technical and communication skills.

March’s “Intern of the Month” was Bayan Achkar, a network administrator at the Ministry of Labor. Bayan has 
been instrumental in the creation of a digital communications business plan for the Ministry.

Private Sector Internship Program
We are also excited to announce that a private sector internship program was launched in Lebanon at the 
beginning of the year.  Eleven interns are already working throughout Lebanon in various IT sector jobs. We’ll 
have an update on our private sector interns in our next newsletter – don’t miss it!

Former Intern Updates
We are happy to report on the successes of many of our former 
interns. Grace Harb has been hired by Intel to work in Lebanon 
on Partnership activities. GHAFARI also hired one of their former 
interns, Farid Tanios Akiki, to work in Doha, Qatar. Two interns 
who worked at Intel, Mona alMourad and Nadine Ghaliyini, 
received promotions from their employers after completing their 
internships, while Lina Charbel, parlayed her experience into a 
position at a law firm. 

PFL interns, from left to right: Karim Kattouf (for-
mer intern), Zeina Zogheib (current intern), Ingrid 

Salloum (former intern), Shirin Shalak (current 
intern), Yasmine Nsouli (current intern), Chris-

tiane Dimas (former intern), Cedric Warde (former 
intern), Hana Khayat (current intern)

Hussam Kebbi, a former PFL intern, and John 
Chambers, CEO, Cisco



The Partnership for Lebanon is committed to helping the people 
of Lebanon find the path to long term stability and economic 

growth. We’re making progress, but we need your help. Please 
click the highlighted link below to find out how you can support 

the work of the Partnership by getting involved in one of our 
initiatives or by making a donation.  All donations are tax-de-

ductible. You can also find out about the benefits you will receive 
from the Partnership in exchange for your generous contribu-

tion.

Donations to the Partnership are administered by Global Impact (www.charity.org), a not-for-profit with a 
50-year history of integrity and accountability in raising money for those in greatest need around the world.

The Partnership is grateful for your support. Any donation can help the people of Lebanon find the path to a 
brighter tomorrow.

Click here to find out more!

Of the 20 interns who participated in the Partnership’s maiden internship program, 18 have found jobs. The 
remaining two returned to school. 

Coming Up…
20 interns are expected to begin internships this month at Cisco in the United States, where they will gain ex-
perience in a variety of fields including engineering, IT, marketing, communications, sales and manufacturing. 
Two MEPI (Middle East Partnership Initiative) interns who are currently studying at the Wharton Business 
School will be joining Intel.

To find out how you can sponsor an intern, please visit www.partnershipforlebanon.org or send us an email at 
internships@partnershipforlebanon.org.

To learn more about our workforce training and education work stream, please visit our Web site at
www.partnershipforlebanon.org or contact us at workforcetraining@partnershipforlebanon.org.

EVENTS

Past Events…
The Partnership for Lebanon has participated in a variety of recent events. Some highlights include:

René Moawad Foundation Annual Benefit Gala Dinner
The Partnership for Lebanon was honored at the René Mowad 
Foundation (RMF) Benefit Gala on October 20, 2007, in Wash-
ington, DC and was presented with the Distinguished Community 
Service and Achievement Award. Over 430 Arab and Lebanese-
Americans, as well as former and current U.S. Administration of-
ficials, Arab ambassadors and diplomats, and Lebanese American 
leaders from around the U.S., attended. Lebanese Ambassador 
to the U.S. Antoine Chedid gave the keynote address and guests 
were treated to a fashion show by Lebanese Designer Jean Fares. 
The event’s proceeds will go to support the many educational pro-
grams that the RMF is undertaking in Lebanon.
(Click here to learn more about the René Moawad Foundation.)

American Task Force for Lebanon Gala Dinner
Occidental Petroleum Corporation was proud to be an underwriter of the 2008 American Task Force for Leba-
non (AFTL) Gala Awards Night, which was held on March 26 at the Fairmont Hotel in Washington, DC. The 
AFTL is a Washington-based nonprofit organization of Lebanese Americans devoted to strengthening U.S.-
Lebanon relations. Dr. Ray Irani, Chairman and CEO of Occidental Petroleum Corporation, is Vice Chairman 
and a founding member of the AFTL.

The awardees were: General John Abizaid, Former Commander of CENTCOM; Al Coury, legendary music 
executive; and Sam Moore, former Chairman and CEO of Thomas Nelson Publishers. Jamie Farr, who was 
“Corporal Klinger” on the hit television series M*A*S*H*, was the hilarious Master of Ceremonies.

Abdo Sabban of the René Moawad Foundation 
presents the Partnership for Lebanon with the 

Distinguished Community Service and
Achievement Award

http://www.partnershipforlebanon.org
mailto:internships@partnershipforlebanon.org
http://www.partnershipforlebanon.org
mailto:workforcetraining@partnershipforlebanon.org
http://www.rmf.org.lb


448 people attended the dinner, including Ian Davis, Vice Presi-
dent, Government Relations for Occidental Petroleum. Among 
Mr. Davis’s table guests were Senator Jack Reed of Rhode Island; 
Abdulwahab Al Hajjri, Ambassador of Yemen to the U.S.; and, 
Mr. Riz Khan of Al Jazeera English.

 

Senator Jack Reed, D-RI, with Ian Davis, Occi-
dental Petroleum, at the American Task Force For 

Lebanon Gala Dinner

Inside the Partnership

Habitat for Humanity Lebabnon architects are 
working to reconstruct homes

Habitat for Humanity Lebanon (HFHL) architects Fady Mad-
houn, Fadi El Hajj and Hachem Chaikoun have spent the last five 
months supporting a broad residential reconstruction effort for 
the hundreds of families still displaced by recent conflict in Bint 
Jbeil. The goal of their work: to ensure that homes are properly 
designed, constructed and documented for returning families.

The city of Bint Jbeil is located in the southern most portion of 
Lebanon and is one of Lebanon’s oldest cities. It is also the site of 
some significant residential damage, affecting 3,100 homes.

“Working on this particular project with the people makes me 
feel that I’m actually contributing to the reconstruction of my country and specifically my region. The tears 
in the eyes of the families whom we are producing plans for is a sign of the hope of seeing their homes built 
again. The appreciation shown by the families for the service that we are providing makes our efforts really 
worthwhile.”
- Hachem Chaikoun, HFHL Architect

“Most of the homes that I’m working on in Bent Jbeil are less then 70 sqm in surface. Planning for these 
homes became a challenge for me since fitting all the rooms in that space and doing it as efficiently as pos-
sible without wasting space at all was required. Convincing the families of the changes on the plans was not
easy, however, you could see big smiles on their faces when they saw the final outcome. The smiles in reality
are what made me work harder so that the families’ homes could be reconstructed as fast as possible.”
- Fadi El Hajj, HFHL Architect

HFHL architects are also working with representatives of Bent Jbeil to enhance the overall plan of the city and 
restore the aesthetic character of its homes.



“In Bent Jbeil, the task is huge. We have to rebuild history.”
- Fady Madhoun, HFHL Architect

The work in Bint Jbeil is part of a larger effort that extends to the villages of Aita Al Chaab and Siddiqine.  An 
additional 200 families have benefited directly from HFH support in these two locations.

“We cannot tell you how grateful we are that Habitat for Humanity thought of this program. The plans that 
they are providing for us are not only saving us a lot of money but also giving us hope because we are seeing 
our homes on paper. The advice that we are getting from HFHL architects on how to partition the house and 
how to manage the construction is also helping us a lot. All we can say is thank God for Habitat for Human-
ity Lebanon.”
- Mohamad Ali Said Bazzi, Beneficiary in Bent Jbeil

The Partnership for Lebanon was established by U.S. business 
leaders in September 2006 to assist with reconstruction efforts in 

Lebanon and to help the Lebanese people find the path to long-
term stability and economic growth.

Now the Partnership is working with businesses in the United 
States and Lebanon to forge public-private partnerships designed 

to expand the reach of education and workforce training, create 
jobs and build Lebanon’s technology infrastructure.

Click here to find out more about the Partnership for Lebanon.
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