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Enabling A Virtualization Maturity Model
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Notes: Assumes pre-UCS average V2P ratio of 10 to 1 and post-UCS average ratio of 20 to 1 due to the memory expansion 
technology. Unified fabric efficiency gains result from power optimization. UCS efficiency gains result from additional power 

benefits of UCS.

Cisco IT Case Study– Summary
Traditional Unified Fabric UCS

DC efficiency 100% 130–150% 130%
170–200%

10,000 sq ft,1 MW

Cabling $2.7 million $1.6 million $1.6 million

Physical server count 720 930–1,080 1,200–1,400

VM count 7,200 9,300–10,800 12,000–28,000

VM per KW 7.2 9.3–10.8 12–28

Density 
Efficiencies – 47% 

fewer racks

40% 
savings 

from
cabling

12,000 to 28,000 VMs –
in the same data center!

Almost 4x VMs per 
KW
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For more information visit: 
www.cisco.com/go/vmworld09
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