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Education in a Changing Economy
The world is changing. Technology is revolutionizing almost every aspect of our lives. The only

“I was able to complete the Cisco thing holding us back is knowledge. Companies all over the world need talented people with the

Networking Academy Program at Erie skills and know-how to drive their businesses forward into the Internet economy. By becoming a
Community College. | now have network- student in the Cisco Networking Academy® Program, you'll put yourself at the forefront of this
ing skills, telecommunications skills and revolution.

an Associate's Degree. Verizon now has
Take a look around—technology is everywhere—from banks to hospitals to factories to food

markets to government agencies. Technology is now an essential and a natural part of every-
body's life.

a technology professional who is grateful
to the company that invested in him?”’

David Andrade

Academy Graduate
Telecommunication Technical Associate
Verizon, United States

Behind this technology revolution you'll find the integration of powerful, high-speed networks,
secure servers and Web-friendly applications and services. And, behind those technologies, you'll
find people with the skills and knowledge to deliver and maintain them. That's where the Cisco
Networking Academy Program comes in.

Today, it's a network of more than 10,000 Academies in more than 150 countries with a curricu-
lum taught in nine different languages. Currently, over 400,000 students participate in Academies
operating in high schools, colleges and universities, technical schools, community-based organiza-
tions, and other educational programs around the world.

Think of the Cisco Networking Academy Program as your gateway to a highly rewarding career.




ﬁ

Why Learn About Information Communications and Technology (ICT)?
IT is a growing industry, essential to economic and business development. According to IDC
analysts: The IT industry will grow by 6-7% in 2004 and the Internet will have 1 billion users
by 2006 and support $6 trillion (USD) in commerce. New technologies such as converged
devices, smart handhelds, wireless games, embedded devices in every day durable goods will be
on the rise. Moreover, most companies whether in the automotive, natural resource, biotech,
health care, aerospace, agriculture or other sectors, depend on ICT technologies to innovate,
increase productivity and remain competitive.

In addition, the Internet has become a major force in our lives, redefining the way we work, live,
play and learn. Corporate and public networks link millions of organizations and individuals
worldwide. Competitive advantage is now measured as much by technology innovation as it is by
traditional sales curves. Innovation historically comes after an economic downturn, as businesses
expand, they will need skilled workers.

The result? A huge demand for networking and Internet skills and only a limited number of
people with those skills. In fact, research suggests that a continuing skills gap exists. ITAA studies
indicated that thousands of IT-related jobs go unfilled every year. In the US, there will be a
demand for 493,000 jobs in 2003. Australia alone will be short of 180,000 IT-skilled people

in the workforce by 2004*. In India, 7 million jobs will be created in the IT sector by 2008**.

Students with the right skills are greatly needed by top companies worldwide. Not only will there
be ample opportunities within your own country, you can explore the world knowing wherever
you go, your skills will be in demand.

The Cisco Networking Academy Program provides a solution to these demands. Its courses, led
by highly trained instructors, develop real-world skills. The curriculum is designed, updated and
continually assessed by ICT experts.

*The Value of Cisco Networking Academies to Australia—Allen Consulting Report, 2001

**The Economic Times, 2001

““| gained confidence and a feeling of
significance by receiving my CCNA
certification while in high school. |
couldn’t have done it without the
Cisco Networking Academy?”

Terezia Matejovic

Cisco Networking Academy Graduate
High School Salutatorian, Attending
Xavier University

Ohio, United States
















