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Cisco Career Certifications  

Certification was the missing link to MasterLink. R o m a n  R o d i c h e v ,  M a s t e r L i n k  
 
Roman Rodichev moved to United States from Russia in 1996 at the age of 16. Until then, he had 
never used the I nternet or even heard of C isco Sy stems.  H e had one simp le goal at that time - to 
find the ideal career niche that w ould k eep  him hap p y  and financially  secure. L ittle did he k now  he’ d 
fulfill this goal b y  acq uiring five C C I E s b y  the age of 2 6. “ I f y ou w ant to get ahead, y ou have to have 
a goal, and y ou cannot w aste time,”  states Rodichev.  
 
Roman’ s initial discovery  of the I nternet fueled his interest in technology , and w ithin tw o y ears w as 
w ork ing at a small consulting comp any  w here he w as first introduced to C isco p roducts. “ O nce I  
came to k now  ab out C isco Sy stems, how  large their industry  footp rint w as, how  versatile their 
p roducts w ere and how  much resp ect C isco certified engineers had, I  k new  that this w as my  niche 
and that I  should stop  look ing for other career avenues,”  he said on his decision to p ursue C isco 
certifications.  
 
A fter his first C C I E , Roman hungered for more k now ledge, more ex p erience and more 
op p ortunities to w ork  w ith C isco netw ork s at a b roader level. W ithin 6 months, he added C C I E  
Security  to his arsenal, follow ed b y  C C I E  V oice in 2 0 0 3 , then b oth remaining C C I E s for Service 
P rovider and Storage N etw ork ing in 2 0 0 6.  
 
B y  2 0 0 1, Roman had p assed the Routing and Sw itching C C I E  and found his dream j ob  as a 
N etw ork  E ngineer at M asterL ink  C orp oration, a G old C isco p artner in M ilw auk ee, W isconsin.  “ I  
didn’ t w ant to rest, b ecause I  k new  that this w as the p erfect op p ortunity  to learn q uick ly  and come 
into contact w ith many  new  p eop le,”  said Roman. “ I  realiz ed how  imp ortant it w as for me to get 
several C C I E s. I  w anted to p rove to my self and to others that I  could b e recogniz ed as a good 
engineer, even though I  w as only  2 1 at the time. T he salary  op p ortunities didn’ t hurt either.”  
 
W hen Roman talk s ab out goals and not w asting time, he isn’ t k idding. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

T o find out more ab out C isco C areer C ertifications, go to:  http : / / w w w .cisco.com/ go/ getcertified  
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