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Social Networking’s Next Phase
By BRAD STONE

SAN FRANCISCO, March 2 — Next week Cisco Systems, a Silicon Valley heavyweight, plans to
announce one of its most unusual deals: it is buying the technology assets of Tribe.net, a mostly
forgotten social networking site, according to people close to the companies’ discussions.

It is a curious pairing. Cisco, with 55,000 employees, makes networking equipment for
telecommunications providers and other big companies. Tribe.net, run by a company with eight
employees, has been trampled by newer social sites like MySpace and Facebook.

But along with the recent purchase of a social network design firm, Five Across, the deal will give
Cisco the technology to help large corporate clients create services resembling MySpace or YouTube
to bring their customers together online. And that ambition highlights a significant shift in the way
companies and entrepreneurs are thinking about social networks.

They look at MySpace and Facebook, with their tens of millions of users, as walled-off destinations,
similar to first-generation online services like America Online, CompuServe and Prodigy. These big
Web sites attract masses of people who have dissimilar interests and, ultimately, little in common.

The new social networking players, which include Cisco and a multitude of start-ups like Ning, the
latest venture of the Netscape co-creator Marc Andreessen, say that social networks will soon be as
ubiquitous as regular Web sites. They are aiming to create tools to let ordinary people, large
companies and even presidential candidates create social Web sites tailored for their own
customers, friends, fans and employees.
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Share a little about yourself. Add a photo, a brief description

about yourself and your interests. Click here »

Home Messages Comments Photos Blog Profile

Blog Home | Write Mew Post | View/Edit Posts | View Comments | Blog Settings

‘ B Whatis a blog? \

A blog is a great place to share your thoughts and build your own audience. You can use your blog for just about anything
including:

Your own coverage of local music and entertainment events

An open diary for friends and family to keep up with your life

A central destination for reporting on news and happenings in your community, neighborhood or street
Aosports journal of your game analysis and predictions as the season unfolds

Reporting on your experiences with local shopping, dining and recreational activities

. Gotothe Blog Settings page and give your blog a title, a tagline and an image.

. Then, click on “write nesw post’ and enter your first blog post.
. MNow you're blogging!
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. » Watech It Now!
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[more music]

The Legiun Of Doom
Electronic / Big Beat / Alternative
Los Angeles, Californiz

Trever Keith (of Face to Face) and producer Chad Blinman (The Get
Up Kids, Saves The Day) have teamed up to create Incorporated,
the first ever album of punk, hardcore, and emo mash-ups. The
glbum, out on March 6th, includes mashes of tracks by Dashboard
Confessional, Taking Back Sunday, Underoath, Gnarls Barkley, My
Chemical Romance, and more.
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What are you doing?

Archive Recent

What You And Your Friends Are Doing

bru playing with whatali.st a bit 21 minutes ago from im

biccio ahem, ecco I'URL: http:/tinyurl.com/cksw3 28 minutes aga from web

biccio legge un interessante mini-tutorial che descrive il markup semantico
con un linguaggio da graphic designer, accorciando il gap fra i due mon ...

30 minutes ago from web

| pandemia is leaving his office. next stop: home! next posts: Rai News 24

and ADN Kronos new web sites. next work: web 2.0 ppt for Cisco Expo
busy... 38 minutes ago from web

chrispirillo The geekiest way to start a video show:
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bru in the sky with diamonds about 1 hour age from im

TomBolini coming home after a couple of sunny days in Rome. about 1 hour
ago fromweb
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Welcome, Paolo
= [ Sign Out ]

Is your profile out of date?

Find People: Search Results Ltatelcony

We found 263 users in your network matching your criteria: .
= Located in or near: Italy » Users currently at: cisco » Sorted by: keyword relevance

Lt

World Business Forum & YOU: |spirazione per le sue prossime decisioni.

Your Network (263) 1 Linkedin Metwork (top 20 l- [[] User is a Premium account holder

E &y Contact these users through an Introduction. You have 5 Introductions remaining.

tionship :
Recommendations

Name Location & Industry Connections

Luciana Belloni = ltaly

CSE at Cisco systems = Computer Networking
Currently: CSE at Cisco systems; Consutant Systems Engineer at Cisco systems;
Consutant Systems Engineer at Cisco systems
Past: NCR

Oreste Bergamaschi = Italy
Security Specialist at Cisco Systems = Internet

Currently: Security Specialist at Cisco Systems; System Engineer at Cisco Systems
Past: Finmatica SpA; Intesis SpA

Claudio Girlanda - Italy

Account Manager at Cisco Systems Italy = Hospital & Health Care
Currently: Consulting System Eng at CISCO; CEO at IP CUBE; System Eng. at Cisco
Systems
Past: CISCO; DGT world S.r.l.; Metropolis S.rl.

Lucia Clemente Luigi = Italy
Sales Business Development Manager for SMB Europe and = Computer Networking

Emerging Markets at Cisco Systems
Currently: Sales Business Development Manager European Market at Cisco Systems;
Business Development Manager |l at Cisco Systems

Fabrizio Frattini - Italy
Sales MAnager at Cisco = Computer Networking

Currently: Regional Sales Manager Mid Market at Cisco Systems; Regiona Channel Sales
Manager at Cisco Systems
Past: 3Com

linkedin.com
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google: paolo

® Photo Credits: http://www.flickr.com/photos/yogi/



http://www.flickr.com/photos/yogi/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/yogi/




