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Preface

This preface includes the following sections:

• Audience, page xxix

• New and Changed Information for this Release, page xxix

• Organization, page xxxii

• Conventions, page xxxiii

• Related Documentation, page xxxiv

• Documentation Feedback , page xxxiv

• Obtaining Documentation and Submitting a Service Request , page xxxiv

Audience
This guide is intended primarily for data center administrators with responsibilities and expertise in one or
more of the following:

• Server administration

• Storage administration

• Network administration

• Network security

New and Changed Information for this Release
The following table provides an overview of the significant changes to this guide for this current release. The
table does not provide an exhaustive list of all changes made to the configuration guides or of the new features
in this release. For information about new supported hardware in this release, see the �5�H�O�H�D�V�H�1�R�W�H�V�I�R�U�&�L�V�F�R
�8�&�6�0�D�Q�D�J�H�Uavailable through the Cisco UCS B-Series Servers Documentation Roadmap.
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Table 1: New Features

Where DocumentedDescriptionFeature

Configuring Server-Related
Policies, on page 295

Enables you to configure additional
BIOS settings.

Server BIOS setting enhancements

Managing Power in Cisco
UCS, on page 401

Enables you to set power capping at the
chassis level.

Chassis level power capping

Deferring Deployment of
Service Profile Updates, on
page 363

Enables you to schedule the
deployment of service profile changes
that cause the associated server to
reboot.

Deferred deployment of service
profile changes

Configuring the Fabric
Interconnects, on page 51

Enables you to configure the Fibre
Channel switching mode for the fabric
interconnects.

Fibre Channel switching support

Managing Firmware, on page
159

Adds support for the new method of
releasing firmware bundles.

Firmware upgrade enhancements

Configuring Authentication,
on page 107

Provides enhancements to the LDAP
integration, including support for
LDAP groups.

LDAP enhancements

System Configuration Type,
on page 52

Enhances failover in a cluster
configuration by replicating MAC
addresses on both the primary and the
secondary fabric interconnects.

MAC address synchronization

Setting the Management IP
Address, on page 287

Enables you to configure a static or
pooled management IP address on a
server and in the service profile
associated with a server.

Management IP address
enhancements

Configuring Authentication,
on page 107

Enables you to configure Cisco UCS
Manager to use more than one primary
authentication database to authorize
remote user logins.

Multiple simultaneous
authorizations

Configuring Ports, on page 65Adds support for additional types of
ports and port channels, including Fibre
Channel storage ports, Fibre Channel
over Ethernet storage ports, appliance
ports for network-attached storage, and
Fibre Channel port channels.

Port and port channel types

Configuring VLANs, on page
227

Enables you to configure private
VLANs in the Cisco UCS instance.

Private VLAN
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Where DocumentedDescriptionFeature

Managing Rack-Mount
Servers, on page 479

Information about how to
integrate these servers is
available in the hardware
installation guide for each
server.

Enables you to integrate and manage
CiscoUCSC-series rack-mount servers
with Cisco UCS Manager.

Rack-mount server integration

Configuring Communication
Services, on page 87

Enhances support for SNMP
monitoring.

SNMP enhancements

System Monitoring, on page
511

Enables you to find all documentation
related to systemmonitoring in one part
of the configuration guide.

Systemmonitoring documentation
enhancements

Monitoring Traffic, on page
513

Provides support for traffic monitoring
through SPAN functionality.

Traffic Monitoring

Table 2: Significant Changes in the April 2011 Release

Where DocumentedDescriptionFeature

Preface, on page ?Cisco UCS Manager Configuration
Guide, version 1.4 includes version
1.4(1) information as well as all
changes from subsequent maintenance
releases.

Changes to UCS Manager
Configuration Guide document
versioning

Initial System Setup, on page
51

Enables you to navigate from the Cisco
UCS Manager Configuration Guides
to the "Cisco 6100 Series Configuration
Limits for Cisco UCS Manager,
Release 1.4" documentation.

Link to new "Cisco 6100 Series
Configuration Limits for Cisco
UCS Manager, Release 1.4"
document

Configuring VLANs, on page
227

The chapter previously called
"Configuring Named VLANs" is now
called "Configuring VLANs."

ConfiguringNamedVLANchapter
renamed

Configuring VLANs, on page
227

Provides information about the port
count limit and which ports contribute
to the VLAN port count.

VLAN Port Count Limitations

Configuring VLANs, on page
227

Enables you to view the VLAN port
count for a fabric interconnect.

VLAN Port Count

Configuring VLANs, on page
227

VLAN ID 4048 is now reserved.Change to the range of reserved
VLAN IDs
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Where DocumentedDescriptionFeature

Configuring Authentication,
on page 107

Enhancements to existing information
for user attributes and configuring
LDAP providers.

LDAP documentation
enhancements

Managing the Chassis, on
page 463

Enables you to renumber chassis.Chassis renumbering

Organization
This document includes the following parts:

DescriptionTitlePart

Contains chapters that provide an overview of Cisco Unified
Computing System (Cisco UCS) and Cisco UCS Manager.

IntroductionPart 1

Contains chapters that describe how to configure fabric
interconnects, ports, communication services, primary
authentication, and role-based access control configuration, and
how to manage firmware and the Capability Catalog on a system.

System
Configuration

Part 2

Contains chapters that describe how to configure named VLANs,
LAN pin groups, MAC pools, and Quality of Service (QoS).

Network
Configuration

Part 3

Contains chapters that describe how to configure named VSANs,
SAN pin groups, and WWN pools.

Storage
Configuration

Part 4

Contains chapters that describe how to configure server-related
policies, server-related pools, service profiles, and server power
usage.

Server ConfigurationPart 5

Contains chapters that describe how to manage a Cisco UCS
instance, including managing the chassis, servers, and I/O
modules, and how to back up and restore the configuration.

SystemManagementPart 6

Contains chapters that describe how use Cisco UCS Manager to
monitor a Cisco UCS instance, including configuring Call Home,
monitoring data traffic, monitoring hardware, configuring
statistics-related policies, and configuring faults, events, and logs.

For more information about Cisco UCS faults and logs, see the
�&�L�V�F�R�8�&�6�0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�%���6�H�U�L�H�V�7�U�R�X�E�O�H�V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J�*�X�L�G�Hand the
�&�L�V�F�R�8�&�6�)�D�X�O�W�V�D�Q�G�(�U�U�R�U�0�H�V�V�D�J�H�V�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H.

System MonitoringPart 7
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Means �W�K�H�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�D�Y�H�V�W�L�P�H. You can save time by performing the action described in the
paragraph.

Timesaver

Means �U�H�D�G�H�U�E�H�Z�D�U�Q�H�G. In this situation, you might perform an action that could result in bodily injury.Warning

Related Documentation

Documentation Feedback
To provide technical feedback on this document, or to report an error or omission, please send your comments
to ucs-docfeedback@external.cisco.com. We appreciate your feedback.

Obtaining Documentation and Submitting a Service Request
For information on obtaining documentation, submitting a service request, and gathering additional information,
see the monthly What's New in Cisco Product Documentation, which also lists all new and revised Cisco
technical documentation, at:

http://www.cisco.com/en/US/docs/general/whatsnew/whatsnew.html

Subscribe to the �:�K�D�W�
�V�1�H�Z�L�Q�&�L�V�F�R�3�U�R�G�X�F�W�'�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Qas a Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feed
and set content to be delivered directly to your desktop using a reader application. The RSS feeds are a free
service and Cisco currently supports RSS version 2.0.
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P A R T  I
Introduction
• Overview of Cisco Unified Computing System, page 3

• Overview of Cisco UCS Manager, page 39

• Overview of Cisco UCS Manager CLI, page 43





C H A P T E R  1
Overview of Cisco Unified Computing System

This chapter includes the following sections:

• About Cisco Unified Computing System , page 3

• Unified Fabric, page 4

• Server Architecture and Connectivity, page 6

• Traffic Management, page 26

• Opt-In Features, page 30

• Virtualization in Cisco UCS , page 33

About Cisco Unified Computing System
Cisco Unified Computing System (Cisco UCS) fuses access layer networking and servers. This
high-performance, next-generation server system provides a data center with a high degree of workload agility
and scalability.

The hardware and software components support Cisco's unified fabric, which runs multiple types of data
center traffic over a single converged network adapter.

Architectural Simplification

The simplified architecture of Cisco UCS reduces the number of required devices and centralizes switching
resources. By eliminating switching inside a chassis, network access-layer fragmentation is significantly
reduced.

Cisco UCS implements Cisco unified fabric within racks and groups of racks, supporting Ethernet and Fibre
Channel protocols over 10 Gigabit Cisco Data Center Ethernet and Fibre Channel over Ethernet (FCoE) links.

This radical simplification reduces the number of switches, cables, adapters, and management points by up
to two-thirds. All devices in a Cisco UCS instance remain under a single management domain, which remains
highly available through the use of redundant components.
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High Availability

The management and data plane of Cisco UCS is designed for high availability and redundant access layer
fabric interconnects. In addition, Cisco UCS supports existing high availability and disaster recovery solutions
for the data center, such as data replication and application-level clustering technologies.

Scalability

A single Cisco UCS instance supports multiple chassis and their servers, all of which are administered through
one CiscoUCSManager. Formore detailed information about the scalability, speak to your Cisco representative.

Flexibility

ACisco UCS instance allows you to quickly align computing resources in the data center with rapidly changing
business requirements. This built-in flexibility is determined by whether you choose to fully implement the
stateless computing feature.

Pools of servers and other system resources can be applied as necessary to respond to workload fluctuations,
support new applications, scale existing software and business services, and accommodate both scheduled
and unscheduled downtime. Server identity can be abstracted into a mobile service profile that can be moved
from server to server with minimal downtime and no need for additional network configuration.

With this level of flexibility, you can quickly and easily scale server capacity without having to change the
server identity or reconfigure the server, LAN, or SAN. During a maintenance window, you can quickly do
the following:

• Deploy new servers to meet unexpected workload demand and rebalance resources and traffic.

• Shut down an application, such as a database management system, on one server and then boot it up
again on another server with increased I/O capacity and memory resources.

Optimized for Server Virtualization

Cisco UCS has been optimized to implement VN-Link technology. This technology provides improved support
for server virtualization, including better policy-based configuration and security, conformancewith a company's
operational model, and accommodation for VMware's VMotion.

Unified Fabric
With unified fabric, multiple types of data center traffic can run over a single Data Center Ethernet (DCE)
network. Instead of having a series of different host bus adapters (HBAs) and network interface cards (NICs)
present in a server, unified fabric uses a single converged network adapter. This type of adapter can carry
LAN and SAN traffic on the same cable.

Cisco UCS uses Fibre Channel over Ethernet (FCoE) to carry Fibre Channel and Ethernet traffic on the same
physical Ethernet connection between the fabric interconnect and the server. This connection terminates at a
converged network adapter on the server, and the unified fabric terminates on the uplink ports of the fabric
interconnect. On the core network, the LAN and SAN traffic remains separated. Cisco UCS does not require
that you implement unified fabric across the data center.

The converged network adapter presents an Ethernet interface and Fibre Channel interface to the operating
system. At the server, the operating system is not aware of the FCoE encapsulation because it sees a standard
Fibre Channel HBA.
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At the fabric interconnect, the server-facing Ethernet port receives the Ethernet and Fibre Channel traffic. The
fabric interconnect (using Ethertype to differentiate the frames) separates the two traffic types. Ethernet frames
and Fibre Channel frames are switched to their respective uplink interfaces.

Fibre Channel over Ethernet
Cisco UCS leverages Fibre Channel over Ethernet (FCoE) standard protocol to deliver Fibre Channel. The
upper Fibre Channel layers are unchanged, so the Fibre Channel operational model is maintained. FCoE
network management and configuration is similar to a native Fibre Channel network.

FCoE encapsulates Fibre Channel traffic over a physical Ethernet link. FCoE is encapsulated over Ethernet
with the use of a dedicated Ethertype, 0x8906, so that FCoE traffic and standard Ethernet traffic can be carried
on the same link. FCoE has been standardized by the ANSI T11 Standards Committee.

Fibre Channel traffic requires a lossless transport layer. Instead of the buffer-to-buffer credit system used by
native Fibre Channel, FCoE depends upon the Ethernet link to implement lossless service.

Ethernet links on the fabric interconnect provide twomechanisms to ensure lossless transport for FCoE traffic:

• Link-level flow control

• Priority flow control

Link-Level Flow Control

IEEE 802.3x link-level flow control allows a congested receiver to signal the endpoint to pause data transmission
for a short time. This link-level flow control pauses all traffic on the link.

The transmit and receive directions are separately configurable. By default, link-level flow control is disabled
for both directions.

On each Ethernet interface, the fabric interconnect can enable either priority flow control or link-level flow
control (but not both).

Priority Flow Control

The priority flow control (PFC) feature applies pause functionality to specific classes of traffic on the Ethernet
link. For example, PFC can provide lossless service for the FCoE traffic, and best-effort service for the standard
Ethernet traffic. PFC can provide different levels of service to specific classes of Ethernet traffic (using IEEE
802.1p traffic classes).

PFC decides whether to apply pause based on the IEEE 802.1p CoS value. When the fabric interconnect
enables PFC, it configures the connected adapter to apply the pause functionality to packets with specific CoS
values.

By default, the fabric interconnect negotiates to enable the PFC capability. If the negotiation succeeds, PFC
is enabled and link-level flow control remains disabled (regardless of its configuration settings). If the PFC
negotiation fails, you can either force PFC to be enabled on the interface or you can enable IEEE 802.x
link-level flow control.
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Server Architecture and Connectivity

Overview of Service Profiles
Service profiles are the central concept of Cisco UCS. Each service profile serves a specific purpose: ensuring
that the associated server hardware has the configuration required to support the applications it will host.

The service profile maintains configuration information about the server hardware, interfaces, fabric
connectivity, and server and network identity. This information is stored in a format that you can manage
through Cisco UCSManager. All service profiles are centrally managed and stored in a database on the fabric
interconnect.

Every server must be associated with a service profile.

At any given time, each server can be associated with only one service profile. Similarly, each service
profile can be associated with only one server at a time.

Important

After you associate a service profile with a server, the server is ready to have an operating system and
applications installed, and you can use the service profile to review the configuration of the server. If the
server associated with a service profile fails, the service profile does not automatically fail over to another
server.

When a service profile is disassociated from a server, the identity and connectivity information for the server
is reset to factory defaults.

Network Connectivity through Service Profiles

Each service profile specifies the LAN and SAN network connections for the server through the Cisco UCS
infrastructure and out to the external network. You do not need to manually configure the network connections
for Cisco UCS servers and other components. All network configuration is performed through the service
profile.

When you associate a service profile with a server, the Cisco UCS internal fabric is configured with the
information in the service profile. If the profile was previously associated with a different server, the network
infrastructure reconfigures to support identical network connectivity to the new server.

Configuration through Service Profiles

A service profile can take advantage of resource pools and policies to handle server and connectivity
configuration.

Hardware Components Configured by Service Profiles

When a service profile is associated with a server, the following components are configured according to the
data in the profile:

• Server, including BIOS and CIMC

• Adapters

• Fabric interconnects
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You do not need to configure these hardware components directly.

Server Identity Management through Service Profiles

You can use the network and device identities burned into the server hardware at manufacture or you can use
identities that you specify in the associated service profile either directly or through identity pools, such as
MAC, WWN, and UUID.

The following are examples of configuration information that you can include in a service profile:

• Profile name and description

• Unique server identity (UUID)

• LAN connectivity attributes, such as the MAC address

• SAN connectivity attributes, such as the WWN

Operational Aspects configured by Service Profiles

You can configure some of the operational functions for a server in a service profile, such as the following:

• Firmware packages and versions

• Operating system boot order and configuration

• IPMI and KVM access

vNIC Configuration by Service Profiles

A vNIC is a virtualized network interface that is configured on a physical network adapter and appears to be
a physical NIC to the operating system of the server. The type of adapter in the system determines how many
vNICs you can create. For example, a converged network adapter has two NICs, which means you can create
a maximum of two vNICs for each adapter.

A vNIC communicates over Ethernet and handles LAN traffic. At a minimum, each vNIC must be configured
with a name and with fabric and network connectivity.

vHBA Configuration by Service Profiles

A vHBA is a virtualized host bus adapter that is configured on a physical network adapter and appears to be
a physical HBA to the operating system of the server. The type of adapter in the system determines how many
vHBAs you can create. For example, a converged network adapter has two HBAs, which means you can
create a maximum of two vHBAs for each of those adapters. In contrast, a network interface card does not
have any HBAs, which means you cannot create any vHBAs for those adapters.

A vHBA communicates over FCoE and handles SAN traffic. At a minimum, each vHBA must be configured
with a name and fabric connectivity.

Service Profiles that Override Server Identity

This type of service profile provides the maximum amount of flexibility and control. This profile allows you
to override the identity values that are on the server at the time of association and use the resource pools and
policies set up in Cisco UCS Manager to automate some administration tasks.

You can disassociate this service profile from one server and then associate it with another server. This
re-association can be done either manually or through an automated server pool policy. The burned-in settings,
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such as UUID and MAC address, on the new server are overwritten with the configuration in the service
profile. As a result, the change in server is transparent to your network. You do not need to reconfigure any
component or application on your network to begin using the new server.

This profile allows you to take advantage of and manage system resources through resource pools and policies,
such as the following:

• Virtualized identity information, including pools of MAC addresses, WWN addresses, and UUIDs

• Ethernet and Fibre Channel adapter profile policies

• Firmware package policies

• Operating system boot order policies

Unless the service profile contains power management policies, a server pool qualification policy, or another
policy that requires a specific hardware configuration, the profile can be used for any type of server in the
Cisco UCS instance.

You can associate these service profiles with either a rack-mount server or a blade server. The ability to
migrate the service profile depends upon whether you choose to restrict migration of the service profile.

If you choose not to restrict migration, Cisco UCS Manager does not perform any compatibility checks
on the new server before migrating the existing service profile. If the hardware of both servers are not
similar, the association may fail.

Note

Service Profiles that Inherit Server Identity

This hardware-based service profile is the simplest to use and create. This profile uses the default values in
the server and mimics the management of a rack-mounted server. It is tied to a specific server and cannot be
moved or migrated to another server.

You do not need to create pools or configuration policies to use this service profile.

This service profile inherits and applies the identity and configuration information that is present at the time
of association, such as the following:

• MAC addresses for the two NICs

• For a converged network adapter or a virtual interface card, the WWN addresses for the two HBAs

• BIOS versions

• Server UUID

The server identity and configuration information inherited through this service profile may not be the
values burned into the server hardware at manufacture if those values were changed before this profile is
associated with the server.

Important
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• Location from which the server boots

• Order in which boot devices are invoked

For example, you can choose to have associated servers boot from a local device, such as a local disk or
CD-ROM (VMedia), or you can select a SAN boot or a LAN (PXE) boot.

You must include this policy in a service profile, and that service profile must be associated with a server for
it to take effect. If you do not include a boot policy in a service profile, the server uses the default settings in
the BIOS to determine the boot order.

Changes to a boot policy may be propagated to all servers created with an updating service profile template
that includes that boot policy. Reassociation of the service profile with the server to rewrite the boot order
information in the BIOS is auto-triggered.

Important

Guidelines

When you create a boot policy, you can add one or more of the following to the boot policy and specify their
boot order:

DescriptionBoot type

Boots from an operating system image on the SAN. You can specify
a primary and a secondary SAN boot. If the primary boot fails, the
server attempts to boot from the secondary.

We recommend that you use a SAN boot, because it offers the most
service profile mobility within the system. If you boot from the SAN
when you move a service profile from one server to another, the new
server boots from the exact same operating system image. Therefore,
the new server appears to be the exact same server to the network.

SAN boot

Boots from a centralized provisioning server. It is frequently used to
install operating systems on a server from that server.

LAN boot

If the server has a local drive, boots from that drive.

Cisco UCSManager does not differentiate between the types
of local drives. If an operating system has been installed on
more than one local drive or on an internal USB drive (eUSB),
you cannot specify which of these local drives the server
should use as the boot drive.

Note

Local disk boot

Mimics the insertion of a physical CD-ROMdisk (read-only) or floppy
disk (read-write) into a server. It is typically used to manually install
operating systems on a server.

Virtual media boot
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• Performance enhancement

• RSS hash

• Failover in an cluster configuration with two fabric interconnects

For Fibre Channel adapter policies, the values displayed by Cisco UCS Manager may not match those
displayed by applications such as QLogic SANsurfer. For example, the following values may result in an
apparent mismatch between SANsurfer and Cisco UCS Manager:

Note

• Max LUNs Per Target—SANsurfer has a maximum of 256 LUNs and does not display more than
that number. Cisco UCS Manager supports a higher maximum number of LUNs.

• Link Down Timeout—In SANsurfer, you configure the timeout threshold for link down in seconds.
In Cisco UCS Manager, you configure this value in milliseconds. Therefore, a value of 5500 ms in
Cisco UCS Manager displays as 5s in SANsurfer.

• Max Data Field Size—SANsurfer has allowed values of 512, 1024, and 2048. Cisco UCS Manager
allows you to set values of any size. Therefore, a value of 900 in Cisco UCS Manager displays as
512 in SANsurfer.

Operating System Specific Adapter Policies

By default, Cisco UCS provides a set of Ethernet adapter policies and Fibre Channel adapter policies. These
policies include the recommended settings for each supported server operating system. Operating systems are
sensitive to the settings in these policies. Storage vendors typically require non-default adapter settings. You
can find the details of these required settings on the support list provided by those vendors.

We recommend that you use the values in these policies for the applicable operating system. Do not modify
any of the values in the default policies unless directed to do so by Cisco Technical Support.

However, if you are creating an Ethernet adapter policy for a Windows OS (instead of using the default
Windows adapter policy), youmust use the following formulas to calculate values that work withWindows:

Important

Completion Queues = Transmit Queues + Receive Queues
Interrupt Count = (Completion Queues + 2) rounded up to nearest power of 2

For example, if Transmit Queues = 1 and Receive Queues = 8 then:

Completion Queues = 1 + 8 = 9
Interrupt Count = (9 + 2) rounded up to the nearest power of 2 = 16

Global Cap Policy

The global cap policy is a global policy that specifies whether policy-driven chassis group power capping or
manual blade-level power capping will be applied to all servers in a chassis.

We recommend that you use the default power capping method: policy-driven chassis group power capping.
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You cannot migrate a service profile created with this policy to another server.

Server Pool Policy

This policy is invoked during the server discovery process. It determines what happens if server pool policy
qualifications match a server to the target pool specified in the policy.

If a server qualifies for more than one pool and those pools have server pool policies, the server is added to
all those pools.

Server Pool Policy Qualifications

This policy qualifies servers based on the inventory of a server conducted during the discovery process. The
qualifications are individual rules that you configure in the policy to determine whether a server meets the
selection criteria. For example, you can create a rule that specifies the minimum memory capacity for servers
in a data center pool.

Qualifications are used in other policies to place servers, not just by the server pool policies. For example, if
a server meets the criteria in a qualification policy, it can be added to one or more server pools or have a
service profile automatically associated with it.

You can use the server pool policy qualifications to qualify servers according to the following criteria:

• Adapter type

• Chassis location

• Memory type and configuration

• Power group

• CPU cores, type, and configuration

• Storage configuration and capacity

• Server model

Depending upon the implementation, you may configure several policies with server pool policy qualifications
including the following:

• Autoconfiguration policy

• Chassis discovery policy

• Server discovery policy

• Server inheritance policy

• Server pool policy

vHBA Template

This template is a policy that defines how a vHBA on a server connects to the SAN. It is also referred to as
a vHBA SAN connectivity template.

You need to include this policy in a service profile for it to take effect.
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Serial over LAN Policy

This policy sets the configuration for the serial over LAN connection for all servers associated with service
profiles that use the policy. By default, the serial over LAN connection is disabled.

If you implement a serial over LAN policy, we recommend that you also create an IPMI profile.

You must include this policy in a service profile and that service profile must be associated with a server for
it to take effect.

Statistics Collection Policy

A statistics collection policy defines how frequently statistics are to be collected (collection interval) and how
frequently the statistics are to be reported (reporting interval). Reporting intervals are longer than collection
intervals so that multiple statistical data points can be collected during the reporting interval, which provides
Cisco UCS Manager with sufficient data to calculate and report minimum, maximum, and average values.

For NIC statistics, Cisco UCS Manager displays the average, minimum, and maximum of the change since
the last collection of statistics. If the values are 0, there has been no change since the last collection.

Statistics can be collected and reported for the following five functional areas of the Cisco UCS system:

• Adapter—statistics related to the adapters

• Chassis—statistics related to the blade chassis

• Host—this policy is a placeholder for future support

• Port—statistics related to the ports, including server ports, uplink Ethernet ports, and uplink Fibre
Channel ports

• Server—statistics related to servers

Cisco UCS Manager has one default statistics collection policy for each of the five functional areas. You
cannot create additional statistics collection policies and you cannot delete the existing default policies.
You can only modify the default policies.

Note

Statistics Threshold Policy

A statistics threshold policy monitors statistics about certain aspects of the system and generates an event if
the threshold is crossed. You can set both minimum andmaximum thresholds. For example, you can configure
the policy to raise an alarm if the CPU temperature exceeds a certain value, or if a server is overutilized or
underutilized.

These threshold policies do not control the hardware or device-level thresholds enforced by endpoints, such
as the CIMC. Those thresholds are burned in to the hardware components at manufacture.

Cisco UCS enables you to configure statistics threshold policies for the following components:

• Servers and server components

• Uplink Ethernet ports

• Ethernet server ports, chassis, and fabric interconnects
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• Fibre Channel port

You cannot create or delete a statistics threshold policy for Ethernet server ports, uplink Ethernet ports,
or uplink Fibre Channel ports. You can only configure the existing default policy.

Note

Pools
Pools are collections of identities, or physical or logical resources, that are available in the system. All pools
increase the flexibility of service profiles and allow you to centrally manage your system resources.

You can use pools to segment unconfigured servers or available ranges of server identity information into
groupings that make sense for the data center. For example, if you create a pool of unconfigured servers with
similar characteristics and include that pool in a service profile, you can use a policy to associate that service
profile with an available, unconfigured server.

If you pool identifying information, such as MAC addresses, you can pre-assign ranges for servers that will
host specific applications. For example, all database servers could be configured within the same range of
MAC addresses, UUIDs, and WWNs.

Server Pools

A server pool contains a set of servers. These servers typically share the same characteristics. Those
characteristics can be their location in the chassis, or an attribute such as server type, amount of memory,
local storage, type of CPU, or local drive configuration. You can manually assign a server to a server pool,
or use server pool policies and server pool policy qualifications to automate the assignment.

If your system implements multi-tenancy through organizations, you can designate one or more server pools
to be used by a specific organization. For example, a pool that includes all servers with two CPUs could be
assigned to theMarketing organization, while all servers with 64 GBmemory could be assigned to the Finance
organization.

A server pool can include servers from any chassis in the system. A given server can belong to multiple server
pools.

MAC Pools

A MAC pool is a collection of network identities, or MAC addresses, that are unique in their layer 2
environment and are available to be assigned to vNICs on a server. If you use MAC pools in service profiles,
you do not have to manually configure theMAC addresses to be used by the server associated with the service
profile.

In a system that implements multi-tenancy, you can use the organizational hierarchy to ensure that MAC pools
can only be used by specific applications or business services. Cisco UCS Manager uses the name resolution
policy to assign MAC addresses from the pool.

To assign a MAC address to a server, you must include the MAC pool in a vNIC policy. The vNIC policy is
then included in the service profile assigned to that server.

You can specify your own MAC addresses or use a group of MAC addresses provided by Cisco.
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UUID Suffix Pools

A UUID suffix pool is a collection of SMBIOS UUIDs that are available to be assigned to servers. The first
number of digits that constitute the prefix of the UUID are fixed. The remaining digits, the UUID suffix, are
variable. A UUID suffix pool ensures that these variable values are unique for each server associated with a
service profile which uses that particular pool to avoid conflicts.

If you use UUID suffix pools in service profiles, you do not have to manually configure the UUID of the
server associated with the service profile.

WWN Pools

AWWN pool is a collection of WWNs for use by the Fibre Channel vHBAs in a Cisco UCS instance. You
create separate pools for the following:

• WW node names assigned to the server

• WW port names assigned to the vHBA

A WWN pool can include only WWNNs or WWPNs in the ranges from 20:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 to
20:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF or from 50:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 to 5F:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF. All other
WWN ranges are reserved. To ensure the uniqueness of the Cisco UCSWWNNs andWWPNs in the SAN
fabric, we recommend that you use the following WWN prefix for all blocks in a pool:
20:00:00:25:B5:XX:XX:XX

Important

If you use WWN pools in service profiles, you do not have to manually configure the WWNs that will be
used by the server associated with the service profile. In a system that implements multi-tenancy, you can use
a WWN pool to control the WWNs used by each organization.

You assign WWNs to pools in blocks. For each block or individual WWN, you can assign a boot target.

WWNN Pools

AWWNN pool is a WWN pool that contains only WW node names. If you include a pool of WWNNs in a
service profile, the associated server is assigned a WWNN from that pool.

WWPN Pools

AWWPN pool is a WWN pool that contains only WW port names. If you include a pool of WWPNs in a
service profile, the port on each vHBA of the associated server is assigned a WWPN from that pool.

Management IP Pool

The management IP pool is a collection of external IP addresses. Cisco UCS Manager reserves each block of
IP addresses in the management IP pool for external access that terminates in the CIMC on a server.

You can configure service profiles and service profile templates to use IP addresses from the management IP
pool. You cannot configure servers to use the management IP pool.

All IP addresses in the management IP pool must be in the same subnet as the IP address of the fabric
interconnect.
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The management IP pool must not contain any IP addresses that have been assigned as static IP addresses
for a server or service profile.

Note

Traffic Management

Oversubscription
Oversubscription occurs when multiple network devices are connected to the same fabric interconnect port.
This practice optimizes fabric interconnect use, since ports rarely run at maximum speed for any length of
time. As a result, when configured correctly, oversubscription allows you to take advantage of unused
bandwidth. However, incorrectly configured oversubscription can result in contention for bandwidth and a
lower quality of service to all services that use the oversubscribed port.

For example, oversubscription can occur if four servers share a single uplink port, and all four servers attempt
to send data at a cumulative rate higher than available bandwidth of uplink port.

Oversubscription Considerations

The following elements can impact how you configure oversubscription in a Cisco UCS instance:

Ratio of Server-Facing Ports to Uplink Ports

You need to know what how many server-facing ports and uplink ports are in the system, because that ratio
can impact performance. For example, if your system has twenty ports that can communicate down to the
servers and only two ports that can communicate up to the network, your uplink ports will be oversubscribed.
In this situation, the amount of traffic created by the servers can also affect performance.

Number of Uplink Ports from Fabric Interconnect to Network

You can choose to add more uplink ports between the Cisco UCS fabric interconnect and the upper layers of
the LAN to increase bandwidth. In Cisco UCS, you must have at least one uplink port per fabric interconnect
to ensure that all servers andNICs to have access to the LAN. The number of LAN uplinks should be determined
by the aggregate bandwidth needed by all Cisco UCS servers.

FC uplink ports are available on the expansion slots only. You must add more expansion slots to increase
number of available FC uplinks. Ethernet uplink ports can exist on the fixed slot and on expansion slots.

For example, if you have two Cisco UCS 5100 series chassis that are fully populated with half width Cisco
UCS B200-M1 servers, you have 16 servers. In a cluster configuration, with one LAN uplink per fabric
interconnect, these 16 servers share 20GbE of LAN bandwidth. If more capacity is needed, more uplinks from
the fabric interconnect should be added. We recommend that you have symmetric configuration of the uplink
in cluster configurations. In the same example, if 4 uplinks are used in each fabric interconnect, the 16 servers
are sharing 80 GB of bandwidth, so each has approximately 5 GB of capacity. When multiple uplinks are
used on a Cisco UCS fabric interconnect the network design team should consider using a port channel to
make best use of the capacity.
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Number of Uplink Ports from I/O Module to Fabric Interconnect

You can choose to add more bandwidth between I/O module and fabric interconnect by using more uplink
ports and increasing the number of cables. In Cisco UCS, you can have one, two, or four cables connecting
a I/O module to a Cisco UCS fabric interconnect. The number of cables determines the number of active
uplink ports and the oversubscription ratio. For example, one cable results in 8:1 oversubscription for one I/O
module. If two I/O modules are in place, each with one cable, and you have 8 half-width blades, the 8 blades
will be sharing two uplinks (one left IOM and one right IOM). This results in 8 blades sharing an aggregate
bandwidth of 20 GB of Unified Fabric capacity. If two cables are used, this results in 4:1 oversubscription
per IOM (assuming all slots populated with half width blades), and four cables result in 2:1 oversubscription.
The lower oversubscription ratio gives you higher performance, but is also more costly as you consume more
fabric interconnect ports.

Number of Active Links from Server to Fabric Interconnect

The amount of non-oversubscribed bandwidth available to each server depends on the number of I/O modules
used and the number of cables used to connect those I/O modules to the fabric interconnects. Having a second
I/O module in place provides additional bandwidth and redundancy to the servers. This level of flexibility in
design ensures that you can provide anywhere from 80 Gbps (two I/O modules with four links each) to 10
Gbps (one I/O module with one link) to the chassis.

With 80 Gbps to the chassis, each half-width server in the Cisco UCS instance can get up to 10 Gbps in a
non-oversubscribed configuration, with an ability to use up to 20 Gbps with 2:1 oversubscription.

Guidelines for Estimating Oversubscription

When you estimate the optimal oversubscription ratio for a fabric interconnect port, consider the following
guidelines:

Cost/Performance Slider

The prioritization of cost and performance is different for each data center and has a direct impact on the
configuration of oversubscription. When you plan hardware usage for oversubscription, you need to know
where the data center is located on this slider. For example, oversubscription can be minimized if the data
center is more concerned with performance than cost. However, cost is a significant factor in most data centers,
and oversubscription requires careful planning.

Bandwidth Usage

The estimated bandwidth that you expect each server to actually use is important when you determine the
assignment of each server to a fabric interconnect port and, as a result, the oversubscription ratio of the ports.
For oversubscription, you must consider how many GBs of traffic the server will consume on average, the
ratio of configured bandwidth to used bandwidth, and the times when high bandwidth use will occur.

Network Type

The network type is only relevant to traffic on uplink ports, because FCoE does not exist outside Cisco UCS.
The rest of the data center network only differentiates between LAN and SAN traffic. Therefore, you do not
need to take the network type into consideration when you estimate oversubscription of a fabric interconnect
port.
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Pinning
Pinning in Cisco UCS is only relevant to uplink ports. You can pin Ethernet or FCoE traffic from a given
server to a specific uplink Ethernet port or uplink FC port.

When you pin the NIC and HBA of both physical and virtual servers to uplink ports, you give the fabric
interconnect greater control over the unified fabric. This control ensures more optimal utilization of uplink
port bandwidth.

Cisco UCS uses pin groups to manage which NICs, vNICs, HBAs, and vHBAs are pinned to an uplink port.
To configure pinning for a server, you can either assign a pin group directly, or include a pin group in a vNIC
policy, and then add that vNIC policy to the service profile assigned to that server. All traffic from the vNIC
or vHBA on the server travels through the I/O module to the same uplink port.

Pinning Server Traffic to Server Ports

All server traffic travels through the I/O module to server ports on the fabric interconnect. The number of
links for which the chassis is configured determines how this traffic is pinned.

The pinning determines which server traffic goes to which server port on the fabric interconnect.This pinning
is fixed. You cannot modify it. As a result, you must consider the server location when you determine the
appropriate allocation of bandwidth for a chassis.

You must review the allocation of ports to links before you allocate servers to slots. The cabled ports are
not necessarily port 1 and port 2 on the I/O module. If you change the number of links between the fabric
interconnect and the I/O module, you must reacknowledge the chassis to have the traffic rerouted.

Note

All port numbers refer to the fabric interconnect-side ports on the I/O module.

Chassis with One I/O Module

Servers Pinned to Link
4

Servers Pinned to Link
3

Servers Pinned to
Link 2

Servers Pinned to
Link 1

Links on
Chassis

NoneNoneNoneAll server slots1 link

NoneNoneSlots 2, 4, 6, and 8Slots 1, 3, 5, and 72 links

Slots 4 and 8Slots 3 and 7Slots 2 and 6Slots 1 and 54 links

Chassis with Two I/O Modules

If a chassis has two I/O modules, traffic from one I/O module goes to one of the fabric interconnects and
traffic from the other I/O module goes to the second fabric interconnect. You cannot connect two I/O modules
to a single fabric interconnect.

Server Traffic PathFabric Interconnect Configured in vNIC

Server traffic goes to fabric interconnect A. If A fails, the server
traffic does not fail over to B.

A
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Server Traffic PathFabric Interconnect Configured in vNIC

All server traffic goes to fabric interconnect B. If B fails, the
server traffic does not fail over to A.

B

All server traffic goes to fabric interconnect A. If A fails, the
server traffic fails over to B.

A-B

All server traffic goes to fabric interconnect B. If B fails, the
server traffic fails over to A.

B-A

Guidelines for Pinning

When you determine the optimal configuration for pin groups and pinning for an uplink port, consider the
estimated bandwidth usage for the servers. If you know that some servers in the system will use a lot of
bandwidth, ensure that you pin these servers to different uplink ports.

Quality of Service
Cisco UCS provides the following methods to implement quality of service:

• System classes that specify the global configuration for certain types of traffic across the entire system

• QoS policies that assign system classes for individual vNICs

• Flow control policies that determine how uplink Ethernet ports handle pause frames

System Classes

Cisco UCS uses Data Center Ethernet (DCE) to handle all traffic inside a Cisco UCS instance. This industry
standard enhancement to Ethernet divides the bandwidth of the Ethernet pipe into eight virtual lanes. Two
virtual lanes are reserved for internal system and management traffic. You can configure quality of service
for the other six virtual lanes. System classes determine how the DCE bandwidth in these six virtual lanes is
allocated across the entire Cisco UCS instance.

Each system class reserves a specific segment of the bandwidth for a specific type of traffic. This provides a
level of traffic management, even in an oversubscribed system. For example, you can configure the Fibre
Channel Priority system class to determine the percentage of DCE bandwidth allocated to FCoE traffic.

The following table describes the system classes that you can configure:

Table 4: System Classes

DescriptionSystem Class

A configurable set of system classes that you can include in the QoS policy
for a service profile. Each system class manages one lane of traffic.

All properties of these system classes are available for you to assign custom
settings and policies.

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze
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DescriptionSystem Class

A system class that sets the quality of service for the lane reserved for Basic
Ethernet traffic.

Some properties of this system class are preset and cannot be modified. For
example, this class has a drop policy that allows it to drop data packets if
required. You cannot disable this system class.

Best Effort

A system class that sets the quality of service for the lane reserved for Fibre
Channel over Ethernet traffic.

Some properties of this system class are preset and cannot be modified. For
example, this class has a no-drop policy that ensures it never drops data packets.
You cannot disable this system class.

Fibre Channel

Quality of Service Policy

A quality of service (QoS) policy assigns a system class to the outgoing traffic for a vNIC or vHBA. This
system class determines the quality of service for that traffic. For certain adapters you can also specify additional
controls on the outgoing traffic, such as burst and rate.

You must include a QoS policy in a vNIC policy or vHBA policy and then include that policy in a service
profile to configure the vNIC or vHBA.

Flow Control Policy

Flow control policies determine whether the uplink Ethernet ports in a Cisco UCS instance send and receive
IEEE 802.3x pause frames when the receive buffer for a port fills. These pause frames request that the
transmitting port stop sending data for a few milliseconds until the buffer clears.

For flow control to work between a LAN port and an uplink Ethernet port, you must enable the corresponding
receive and send flow control parameters for both ports. For Cisco UCS, the flow control policies configure
these parameters.

When you enable the send function, the uplink Ethernet port sends a pause request to the network port if the
incoming packet rate becomes too high. The pause remains in effect for a few milliseconds before traffic is
reset to normal levels. If you enable the receive function, the uplink Ethernet port honors all pause requests
from the network port. All traffic is halted on that uplink port until the network port cancels the pause request.

Because you assign the flow control policy to the port, changes to the policy have an immediate effect on how
the port reacts to a pause frame or a full receive buffer.

Opt-In Features
Each Cisco UCS instance is licensed for all functionality. Depending upon how the system is configured, you
can decide to opt in to some features or opt out of them for easier integration into existing environment. If a
process change happens, you can change your system configuration and include one or both of the opt-in
features.

The opt-in features are as follows:
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• Stateless computing, which takes advantage of mobile service profiles with pools and policies where
each component, such as a server or an adapter, is stateless.

• Multi-tenancy, which uses organizations and role-based access control to divide the system into smaller
logical segments.

Stateless Computing
Stateless computing allows you to use a service profile to apply the personality of one server to a different
server in the same Cisco UCS instance. The personality of the server includes the elements that identify that
server and make it unique in the instance. If you change any of these elements, the server could lose its ability
to access, use, or even achieve booted status.

The elements that make up a server's personality include the following:

• Firmware versions

• UUID (used for server identification)

• MAC address (used for LAN connectivity)

• World Wide Names (used for SAN connectivity)

• Boot settings

Stateless computing creates a dynamic server environment with highly flexible servers. Every physical server
in a Cisco UCS instance remains anonymous until you associate a service profile with it, then the server gets
the identity configured in the service profile. If you no longer need a business service on that server, you can
shut it down, disassociate the service profile, and then associate another service profile to create a different
identity for the same physical server. The "new" server can then host another business service.

To take full advantage of the flexibility of statelessness, the optional local disks on the servers should only
be used for swap or temp space and not to store operating system or application data.

You can choose to fully implement stateless computing for all physical servers in a Cisco UCS instance, to
not have any stateless servers, or to have a mix of the two types.

If You Opt In to Stateless Computing

Each physical server in the Cisco UCS instance is defined through a service profile. Any server can be used
to host one set of applications, then reassigned to another set of applications or business services, if required
by the needs of the data center.

You create service profiles that point to policies and pools of resources that are defined in the instance. The
server pools, WWN pools, and MAC pools ensure that all unassigned resources are available on an as-needed
basis. For example, if a physical server fails, you can immediately assign the service profile to another server.
Because the service profile provides the new server with the same identity as the original server, including
WWN and MAC address, the rest of the data center infrastructure sees it as the same server and you do not
need to make any configuration changes in the LAN or SAN.

If You Opt Out of Stateless Computing

Each server in the Cisco UCS instance is treated as a traditional rack mount server.

You create service profiles that inherit the identify information burned into the hardware and use these profiles
to configure LAN or SAN connectivity for the server. However, if the server hardware fails, you cannot
reassign the service profile to a new server.
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Multi-Tenancy
Multi-tenancy allows you to divide up the large physical infrastructure of an instance into logical entities
known as organizations. As a result, you can achieve a logical isolation between organizations without
providing a dedicated physical infrastructure for each organization.

You can assign unique resources to each tenant through the related organization, in the multi-tenant
environment. These resources can include different policies, pools, and quality of service definitions. You
can also implement locales to assign or restrict user privileges and roles by organization, if you do not want
all users to have access to all organizations.

If you set up a multi-tenant environment, all organizations are hierarchical. The top-level organization is
always root. The policies and pools that you create in root are system-wide and are available to all organizations
in the system. However, any policies and pools created in other organizations are only available to organizations
that are above it in the same hierarchy. For example, if a system has organizations named Finance and HR
that are not in the same hierarchy, Finance cannot use any policies in the HR organization, and HR cannot
access any policies in the Finance organization. However, both Finance and HR can use policies and pools
in the root organization.

If you create organizations in a multi-tenant environment, you can also set up one or more of the following
for each organization or for a sub-organization in the same hierarchy:

• Resource pools

• Policies

• Service profiles

• Service profile templates

If You Opt In to Multi-Tenancy

Each Cisco UCS instance is divided into several distinct organizations. The types of organizations you create
in a multi-tenancy implementation depends upon the business needs of the company. Examples include
organizations that represent the following:

• Enterprise groups or divisions within a company, such as marketing, finance, engineering, or human
resources

• Different customers or name service domains, for service providers

You can create locales to ensure that users have access only to those organizations that they are authorized
to administer.

If You Opt Out of Multi-Tenancy

The Cisco UCS instance remains a single logical entity with everything in the root organization. All policies
and resource pools can be assigned to any server in the instance.
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Virtualization in Cisco UCS

Overview of Virtualization
Virtualization allows the creation of multiple virtual machines to run in isolation, side-by-side on the same
physical machine.

Each virtual machine has its own set of virtual hardware (RAM, CPU, NIC) upon which an operating system
and fully configured applications are loaded. The operating system sees a consistent, normalized set of hardware
regardless of the actual physical hardware components.

In a virtual machine, both hardware and software are encapsulated in a single file for rapid copying,
provisioning, and moving between physical servers. You can move a virtual machine, within seconds, from
one physical server to another for zero-downtime maintenance and continuous workload consolidation.

The virtual hardware makes it possible for many servers, each running in an independent virtual machine, to
run on a single physical server. The advantages of virtualization include better use of computing resources,
greater server density, and seamless server migration.

Virtualization in Cisco UCS
Cisco UCS provides hardware-level server virtualization. Hardware-level server virtualization allows a server
to be simulated at the physical level and cannot be detected by existing software, including the operating
system, drivers, and management tools. If underlying hardware faults require you to recreate the virtual server
in another location, the network and existing software remain unaware that the physical server has changed.

Server virtualization allows networks to rapidly adapt to changing business and technical conditions. The
lower level integration with the virtualized environment in Cisco UCS improves visibility and control of the
virtual machine environment, and enhances the overall agility of the system. In addition, this virtualization
ensures that there is no performance penalty or overhead for applications while running.

The virtualized environment available in a Cisco UCS server depends upon the type of adapter installed in
the server. For example, a virtual interface card (VIC) adapter provides a unique and flexible virtualized
environment and support for virtual machines. The other adapters support the standard integration and
virtualized environment with VMware.

Virtualization with Network Interface Cards and Converged Network Adapters
Network interface card (NIC) and converged network adapters support virtualized environments with the
standard VMware integrationwith ESX installed on the server and all virtual machinemanagement performed
through the VC.

Portability of Virtual Machines

If you implement service profiles you retain the ability to easily move a server identity from one server to
another. After you image the new server, the ESX treats that server as if it were the original.
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Communication between Virtual Machines on the Same Server

These adapters implement the standard communications between virtual machines on the same server. If an
ESX host includes multiple virtual machines, all communications must go through the virtual switch on the
server.

If the system uses the native VMware drivers, the virtual switch is out of the network administrator's domain
and is not subject to any network policies. As a result, for example, QoS policies on the network are not
applied to any data packets traveling from VM1 to VM2 through the virtual switch.

If the system includes another virtual switch, such as the Nexus 1000, that virtual switch is subject to the
network policies configured on that switch by the network administrator.

Virtualization with a Virtual Interface Card Adapter
Virtual interface card (VIC) adapters support virtualized environments with VMware. These environments
support the standard VMware integration with ESX installed on the server and all virtual machine management
performed through the VMware vCenter.

This virtualized adapter supports the following:

• Dynamic vNICs in a virtualized environment with VM software, such as vSphere. This solution enables
you to divide a single physical blade server into multiple logical PCIE instances.

• Static vNICs in a single operating system installed on a server.

With a VIC adapter, the solution you choose determines how communication works. This type of adapter
supports the following communication solutions:

• Cisco VN-Link in hardware, which is a hardware-based method of handling traffic to and from a virtual
machine. Details of how to configure this solution are available in this document.

• Cisco VN-Link in software, which is a software-based method of handling traffic to and from a virtual
machine and uses the Nexus 1000v virtual switch. Details of how to configure this solution are available
in the Nexus 1000v documentation.

• Single operating system installed on the server without virtualization, which uses the same methods of
handling traffic as the other Cisco UCS adapters.

Cisco VN-Link

Cisco Virtual Network Link (VN-Link) is a set of features and capabilities that enable you to individually
identify, configure, monitor, migrate, and diagnose virtual machine interfaces in a way that is consistent with
the current network operation models for physical servers. VN-Link literally indicates the creation of a logical
link between a vNIC on a virtual machine and a Cisco UCS fabric interconnect. This mapping is the logical
equivalent of using a cable to connect a NIC with a network port on an access-layer switch.

VN-Link in Hardware

Cisco VN-Link in hardware is a hardware-based method of handling traffic to and from a virtual machine on
a server with a VIC adapter. This method is sometimes referred to as pass-through switching. This solution
replaces software-based switching with ASIC-based hardware switching and improves performance.
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The distributed virtual switch (DVS) framework delivers VN-Link in hardware features and capabilities for
virtual machines on Cisco UCS servers with VIC adapters. This approach provides an end-to-end network
solution to meet the new requirements created by server virtualization.

With VN-Link in hardware, all traffic to and from a virtual machine passes through the DVS and the hypervisor.
and then returns to the virtual machine on the server. Switching occurs in the fabric interconnect (hardware).
As a result, network policies can be applied to traffic between virtual machines. This capability provides
consistency between physical and virtual servers.

The following figure shows the traffic paths taken by VM traffic on a Cisco UCS server with a VIC adapter:

Figure 1: Traffic Paths for VM traffic with VN-Link in Hardware

Extension File for Communication with VMware vCenter
For Cisco UCS instances that use VIC adapters to implement VN-Link in hardware, you must create and
install an extension file to establish the relationship and communications between Cisco UCS Manager and
the VMware vCenter. This extension file is an XML file that contains vital information, including the following:

• Extension key

• Public SSL certificate

If you need to have two Cisco UCS instances share the same set of distributed virtual switches in a vCenter,
you can create a custom extension key and import the same SSL certificate in the Cisco UCS Manager for
each Cisco UCS instance.

Extension Key

The extension key includes the identity of the Cisco UCS instance. By default, this key has the value Cisco
UCS GUID, as this value is identical across both fabric interconnects in a cluster configuration.

When you install the extension, vCenter uses the extension key to create a distributed virtual switch (DVS).

Public SSL Certificate

Cisco UCS Manager generates a default, self-signed SSL certificate to support communication with vCenter.
You can also provide your own custom certificate.

Cisco UCS Manager CLI Configuration Guide, Release 1.4    
   OL-24088-03 35

Virtualization in Cisco UCS



Custom Extension Files

You can create a custom extension file for a Cisco UCS instance that does not use either or both of the default
extension key or SSL certificate. For example, you can create the same custom key in two different Cisco
UCS instances when they are managed by the same VMware vCenter instance.

You cannot change an extension key that is being used by a DVS or vCenter. If you want to use a custom
extension key, we recommend that you create and register the custom key before you create the DVS in
Cisco UCS Manager to avoid any possibility of having to delete and recreate the associated DVS.

Important

Distributed Virtual Switches
Each VMware ESX host has its own software-based virtual switch (vSwitch) in its hypervisor that performs
the switching operations between its virtual machines (VMs). The Cisco UCS distributed virtual switch (DVS)
is a software-based virtual switch that runs alongside the vSwitch in the ESX hypervisor, and can be distributed
across multiple ESX hosts. Unlike vSwitch, which uses its own local port configuration, a DVS associated
with multiple ESX hosts uses the same port configuration across all ESX hosts.

After associating an ESX host to a DVS, you can migrate existing VMs from the vSwitch to the DVS, and
you can create VMs to use the DVS instead of the vSwitch.With the hardware-based VN-Link implementation,
when a VM uses the DVS, all VM traffic passes through the DVS and ASIC-based switching is performed
by the fabric interconnect.

In Cisco UCS Manager, DVSes are organized in the following hierarchy:

�Y�&�H�Q�W�H�U
�)�R�O�G�H�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�'�D�W�D�F�H�Q�W�H�U
�)�R�O�G�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

�'�9�6

At the top of the hierarchy is the vCenter, which represents a VMware vCenter instance. Each vCenter contains
one or more datacenters, and optionally vCenter folders with which you can organize the datacenters. Each
datacenter contains one or more required datacenter folders. Datacenter folders contain the DVSes.

Port Profiles
Port profiles contain the properties and settings used to configure virtual interfaces in Cisco UCS for VN-Link
in hardware. The port profiles are created and administered in Cisco UCSManager. There is no clear visibility
into the properties of a port profile from VMware vCenter.

In VMware vCenter, a port profile is represented as a port group. Cisco UCSManager pushes the port profile
names to vCenter, which displays the names as port groups. None of the specific networking properties or
settings in the port profile are visible in VMware vCenter.

After a port profile is created, assigned to, and actively used by one or more DVSes, any changes made to the
networking properties of the port profile in Cisco UCS Manager are immediately applied to those DVSes.

You must configure at least one port profile client for a port profile, if you want Cisco UCS Manager to push
the port profile to VMware vCenter.

Port Profile Clients
The port profile client determines the DVSes to which a port profile is applied. By default, the port profile
client specifies that the associated port profile applies to all DVSes in the vCenter. However, you can configure
the client to apply the port profile to all DVSes in a specific datacenter or datacenter folder, or only to one
DVS.
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VN-Link in Hardware Considerations

How you configure a Cisco UCS instance for VN-Link in hardware has several dependencies. The information
you need to consider before you configure VN-Link in hardware includes the following:

• A Cisco UCS instance can have a maximum of 4 vCenters

• Each vCenter can have a maximum of 8 distributed virtual switches

• Each distributed virtual switch can have a maximum of 4096 ports

• Each port profile can have a maximum of 4096 ports

• Each Cisco UCS instance can have a maximum of 256 port profiles

The VMware DVS implementation requires that you configure and connect a maximum of two uplinks.
To fulfill this configuration requirement, you must create a maximum of two static vNICs in Cisco UCS
Manager. These static vNICs only exist to fulfill the VMware vCenter uplinks requirement and do not
forward any data traffic.

VMware vCenter cannot support more than two uplinks. If you attempt to create and configure a third
static vNIC for VMware vCenter, a configuration error is reported.

Note
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C H A P T E R  2
Overview of Cisco UCS Manager

This chapter includes the following sections:

• About Cisco UCS Manager , page 39

• Tasks You Can Perform in Cisco UCS Manager , page 40

• Tasks You Cannot Perform in Cisco UCS Manager , page 42

• Cisco UCS Manager in a High Availability Environment, page 42

About Cisco UCS Manager
Cisco UCS Manager is the management system for all components in a Cisco UCS instance. Cisco UCS
Manager runs within the fabric interconnect. You can use any of the interfaces available with this management
service to access, configure, administer, and monitor the network and server resources for all chassis connected
to the fabric interconnect.

Multiple Management Interfaces

Cisco UCS Manager includes the following interfaces you can use to manage a Cisco UCS instance:

• Cisco UCS Manager GUI

• Cisco UCS Manager CLI

• XML API

• KVM

• IPMI

Almost all tasks can be performed in any of the interfaces, and the results of tasks performed in one interface
are automatically displayed in another.

However, you cannot do the following:

• Use Cisco UCS Manager GUI to invoke Cisco UCS Manager CLI.

• View the results of a command invoked through Cisco UCSManager CLI in Cisco UCSManager GUI.

• Generate CLI output from Cisco UCS Manager GUI.
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Centralized Management

Cisco UCS Manager centralizes the management of resources and devices, rather than using multiple
management points. This centralized management includes management of the following devices in a Cisco
UCS instance:

• Fabric interconnects.

• Software switches for virtual servers.

• Power and environmental management for chassis and servers.

• Configuration and firmware updates for server network interfaces (Ethernet NICs and converged network
adapters).

• Firmware and BIOS settings for servers.

Support for Virtual and Physical Servers

Cisco UCS Manager abstracts server state information—including server identity, I/O configuration, MAC
addresses and World Wide Names, firmware revision, and network profiles—into a service profile. You can
apply the service profile to any server resource in the system, providing the same flexibility and support to
physical servers, virtual servers, and virtual machines connected to a virtual device provided by a VIC adapter.

Role-Based Administration and Multi-Tenancy Support

Cisco UCS Manager supports flexibly defined roles so that data centers can use the same best practices with
which they manage discrete servers, storage, and networks to operate a Cisco UCS instance. You can create
user roles with privileges that reflect user responsibilities in the data center. For example, you can create the
following:

• Server administrator roles with control over server-related configurations.

• Storage administrator roles with control over tasks related to the SAN.

• Network administrator roles with control over tasks related to the LAN.

Cisco UCS is multi-tenancy ready, exposing primitives that allow systems management software using the
API to get controlled access to Cisco UCS resources. In a multi-tenancy environment, Cisco UCS Manager
enables you to create locales for user roles that can limit the scope of a user to a particular organization.

Tasks You Can Perform in Cisco UCS Manager
You can use Cisco UCS Manager to perform management tasks for all physical and virtual devices within a
Cisco UCS instance.

Cisco UCS Hardware Management

You can use Cisco UCSManager to manage all hardware within a Cisco UCS instance, including the following:

• Chassis

• Servers

• Fabric interconnects

• Fans
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• Ports

• Interface cards

• I/O modules

Cisco UCS Resource Management

You can use Cisco UCS Manager to create and manage all resources within a Cisco UCS instance, including
the following:

• Servers

• WWN addresses

• MAC addresses

• UUIDs

• Bandwidth

Server Administration in a Cisco UCS Instance

A server administrator can use Cisco UCSManager to perform server management tasks within a Cisco UCS
instance, including the following:

• Create server pools and policies related to those pools, such as qualification policies

• Create policies for the servers, such as discovery policies, scrub policies, and IPMI policies

• Create service profiles and, if desired, service profile templates

• Apply service profiles to servers

• Monitor faults, alarms, and the status of equipment

Network Administration in a Cisco UCS Instance

A network administrator can use Cisco UCS Manager to perform tasks required to create LAN configuration
for a Cisco UCS instance, including the following:

• Configure uplink ports, port channels, and LAN PIN groups

• Create VLANs

• Configure the quality of service classes and definitions

• Create the pools and policies related to network configuration, such as MAC address pools and Ethernet
adapter profiles

Storage Administration in a Cisco UCS Instance

A storage administrator can use Cisco UCS Manager to perform tasks required to create SAN configuration
for a Cisco UCS instance, including the following:

• Configure ports, port channels, and SAN PIN groups

• Create VSANs

• Configure the quality of service classes and definitions
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• Create the pools and policies related to the network configuration, such asWWNpools and Fibre Channel
adapter profiles

Tasks You Cannot Perform in Cisco UCS Manager
You cannot use Cisco UCS Manager to perform certain system management tasks that are not specifically
related to device management within a Cisco UCS instance

No Cross-System Management

You cannot use Cisco UCS Manager to manage systems or devices that are outside the Cisco UCS instance
where Cisco UCS Manager is located. For example, you cannot manage heterogeneous environments, such
as non-Cisco UCS x86 systems, SPARC systems, or PowerPC systems.

No Operating System or Application Provisioning or Management

CiscoUCSManager provisions servers and, as a result, exists below the operating system on a server. Therefore,
you cannot use it to provision or manage operating systems or applications on servers. For example, you
cannot do the following:

• Deploy an OS, such as Windows or Linux

• Deploy patches for software, such as an OS or an application

• Install base software components, such as anti-virus software, monitoring agents, or backup clients

• Install software applications, such as databases, application server software, or web servers

• Perform operator actions, including restarting an Oracle database, restarting printer queues, or handling
non-Cisco UCS user accounts

• Configure or manage external storage on the SAN or NAS storage

Cisco UCS Manager in a High Availability Environment
In a high availability environment with two fabric interconnects, you can run a separate instance of Cisco
UCS Manager on each fabric interconnect. The Cisco UCS Manager on the primary fabric interconnect acts
as the primary management instance, and the Cisco UCS Manager on the other fabric interconnect is the
subordinate management instance.

The two instances of Cisco UCS Manager communicate across a private network between the L1 and L2
Ethernet ports on the fabric interconnects. Configuration and status information is communicated across this
private network to ensure that all management information is replicated. This ongoing communication ensures
that the management information for Cisco UCS persists even if the primary fabric interconnect fails. In
addition, the "floating" management IP address that runs on the primary Cisco UCSManager ensures a smooth
transition in the event of a failover to the subordinate fabric interconnect.
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P A R T  II
System Configuration
• Configuring the Fabric Interconnects, page 51

• Configuring Ports, page 65

• Configuring Communication Services, page 87

• Configuring Authentication, page 107

• Configuring Organizations, page 133

• Configuring Role-Based Access Control, page 139

• Managing Firmware, page 159

• Configuring DNS Servers, page 209

• Configuring System-Related Policies, page 211

• Managing Licenses, page 217





C H A P T E R  4
Configuring the Fabric Interconnects

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Initial System Setup, page 51

• Performing an Initial System Setup for a Standalone Configuration, page 53

• Initial System Setup for a Cluster Configuration, page 55

• Enabling a Standalone Fabric Interconnect for Cluster Configuration, page 58

• Changing the System Name, page 59

• Changing the Management Subnet of a Cluster, page 59

• Ethernet Switching Mode, page 60

• Configuring Ethernet Switching Mode, page 61

• Fibre Channel Switching Mode, page 62

• Configuring Fibre Channel Switching Mode, page 62

Initial System Setup
The first time that you access a fabric interconnect in a Cisco UCS instance, a setup wizard prompts you for
the following information required to configure the system:

• Installation method (GUI or CLI)

• Setup mode (restore from full system backup or initial setup)

• System configuration type (standalone or cluster configuration)

• System name

• Admin password

• Management port IP address and subnet mask

• Default gateway IP address

• DNS Server IP address
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• Default domain name

Setup Mode
You can choose to either restore the system configuration from an existing backup file, or manually set up
the system by going through the Setup wizard. If you choose to restore the system, the backup file must be
reachable from the management network.

System Configuration Type
You can configure a Cisco UCS instance to use a single fabric interconnect in a standalone configuration or
to use a redundant pair of fabric interconnects in a cluster configuration.

A cluster configuration provides high availability. If one fabric interconnect becomes unavailable, the other
takes over. Only one management port (Mgmt0) connection is required to support a cluster configuration;
however, both Mgmt0 ports should be connected to provide link-level redundancy.

In addition, a cluster configuration actively enhances failover recovery time for redundant virtual interface
(VIF) connections. When an adapter has an active VIF connection to one fabric interconnect and a standby
VIF connection to the second, the learned MAC addresses of the active VIF are replicated but not installed
on the second fabric interconnect. If the active VIF fails, the second fabric interconnect installs the replicated
MAC addresses and broadcasts them to the network through gratuitous ARP messages, shortening the
switchover time.

The cluster configuration provides redundancy only for the management plane. Data redundancy is
dependent on the user configuration and may require a third-party tool to support data redundancy.

Note

To use the cluster configuration, the two fabric interconnects must be directly connected together using Ethernet
cables between the L1 (L1-to-L1) and L2 (L2-to-L2) high availability ports, with no other fabric interconnects
in between. This allows the two fabric interconnects to continuously monitor the status of each other and
quickly know when one has failed.

Both fabric interconnects in a cluster configuration must go through the initial setup process. The first fabric
interconnect to be set up must be enabled for a cluster configuration. Then, when the second fabric interconnect
is set up, it detects the first fabric interconnect as a peer fabric interconnect in the cluster.

For more information, refer to the �&�L�V�F�R�8�&�6�������� �6�H�U�L�H�V�)�D�E�U�L�F�,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�+�D�U�G�Z�D�U�H�,�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q�*�X�L�G�H.

Management Port IP Address
In a standalone configuration, you must specify only one IP address and the subnet mask for the single
management port on the fabric interconnect.

In a cluster configuration, you must specify the following three IP addresses in the same subnet:

• Management port IP address for fabric interconnect A

• Management port IP address for fabric interconnect B

• Cluster IP address
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Fibre Channel Switching Mode
The Fibre Channel switching mode determines how the fabric interconnect behaves as a switching device
between the servers and storage devices. The fabric interconnect operates in either of the following Fibre
Channel switching modes:

End-Host Mode

End-host mode allows the fabric interconnect to act as an end host to the connected fibre channel networks,
representing all server (hosts) connected to it through vHBAs. This is achieved by pinning (either dynamically
pinned or hard pinned) vHBAs to Fibre Channel uplink ports, which makes the Fibre Channel ports appear
as server ports (N-ports) to the rest of the fabric. When in end-host mode, the fabric interconnect avoids loops
by denying uplink ports from receiving traffic from one another.

End-host mode is synonymous with NPV mode. This is the default Fibre Channel Switching mode.

When end-host mode is enabled, if a vHBA is hard pinned to a uplink Fibre Channel port and this uplink
port goes down, the system cannot re-pin the vHBA, and the vHBA remains down.

Note

Switch Mode

Switch mode is the traditional Fibre Channel switching mode. Switch mode allows the fabric interconnect to
connect directly to a storage device. Enabling Fibre Channel switch mode is useful in POD models where
there is no SAN (for example, a single Cisco UCS system connected directly to storage), or where a SAN
exists (with an upstream MDS).

In Fibre Channel switch mode, SAN pin groups are irrelevant. Any existing SAN pin groups will be
ignored.

Note

Switch mode is not the default Fibre Channel switching mode. Enabling Fibre Channel switching mode
requires a license.

Configuring Fibre Channel Switching Mode

When you change the Fibre Channel switching mode, Cisco UCS Manager logs you out and restarts the
fabric interconnect. For a cluster configuration, Cisco UCS Manager restarts both fabric interconnects
sequentially. The second fabric interconnect can take several minutes to complete the change in Fibre
Channel switching mode and become system ready.

Important
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C H A P T E R  6
Configuring Communication Services

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Communication Services, page 87

• Configuring CIM XML, page 88

• Configuring HTTP, page 89

• Unconfiguring HTTP, page 90

• Configuring HTTPS, page 90

• Enabling HTTP Redirection, page 97

• Configuring SNMP, page 97

• Configuring Telnet, page 104

• Disabling Communication Services, page 105

Communication Services
You can use the following communication services to interface third-party applications with Cisco UCS:

DescriptionCommunication Service

This service is disabled by default and is only available in read-only mode. The
default port is 5988.

This common information model is one of the standards defined by the
Distributed Management Task Force.

CIM XML
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agent and a collection of MIBs. To enable the SNMP agent and create the relationship between the
manager and agent, enable and configure SNMP in Cisco UCS Manager.

• A managed information base (MIB)—The collection of managed objects on the SNMP agent. Cisco
UCS release 1.4(1) and higher support a larger number of MIBs than earlier releases.

CiscoUCS supports SNMPv1, SNMPv2c and SNMPv3. Both SNMPv1 and SNMPv2c use a community-based
form of security. SNMP is defined in the following:

• RFC 3410 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3410)

• RFC 3411 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3411)

• RFC 3412 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3412)

• RFC 3413 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3413)

• RFC 3414 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3414)

• RFC 3415 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3415)

• RFC 3416 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3416)

• RFC 3417 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3417)

• RFC 3418 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3418)

• RFC 3584 (http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3584)

SNMP Notifications

A key feature of SNMP is the ability to generate notifications from an SNMP agent. These notifications do
not require that requests be sent from the SNMP manager. Notifications can indicate improper user
authentication, restarts, the closing of a connection, loss of connection to a neighbor router, or other significant
events.

Cisco UCS Manager generates SNMP notifications as either traps or informs. Traps are less reliable than
informs because the SNMP manager does not send any acknowledgment when it receives a trap, and Cisco
UCS Manager cannot determine if the trap was received. An SNMP manager that receives an inform request
acknowledges the message with an SNMP response protocol data unit (PDU). If the Cisco UCS Manager
does not receive the PDU, it can send the inform request again.

SNMP Security Levels and Privileges

SNMPv1, SNMPv2c, and SNMPv3 each represent a different security model. The security model combines
with the selected security level to determine the security mechanism applied when the SNMP message is
processed.

The security level determines the privileges required to view the message associated with an SNMP trap. The
privilege level determines whether the message needs to be protected from disclosure or authenticated. The
supported security level depends upon which security model is implemented. SNMP security levels support
one or more of the following privileges:

• noAuthNoPriv—No authentication or encryption

• authNoPriv—Authentication but no encryption

• authPriv—Authentication and encryption
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SNMPv3 provides for both security models and security levels. A security model is an authentication strategy
that is set up for a user and the role in which the user resides. A security level is the permitted level of security
within a security model. A combination of a security model and a security level determines which security
mechanism is employed when handling an SNMP packet.

Supported Combinations of SNMP Security Models and Levels

The following table identifies what the combinations of security models and levels mean.

Table 8: SNMP Security Models and Levels

What HappensEncryptionAuthenticationLevelModel

Uses a community
string match for
authentication.

NoCommunity stringnoAuthNoPrivv1

Uses a community
string match for
authentication.

NoCommunity stringnoAuthNoPrivv2c

Uses a username
match for
authentication.

NoUsernamenoAuthNoPrivv3

Provides
authentication based
on the Hash-Based
Message
AuthenticationCode
(HMAC) Message
Digest 5 (MD5)
algorithm or the
HMACSecureHash
Algorithm (SHA).

NoHMAC-MD5 or
HMAC-SHA

authNoPrivv3

Provides
authentication based
on theHMAC-MD5
or HMAC-SHA
algorithms. Provides
Data Encryption
Standard (DES)
56-bit encryption in
addition to
authentication based
on the Cipher Block
Chaining (CBC)
DES (DES-56)
standard.

DESHMAC-MD5 or
HMAC-SHA

authPrivv3
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SNMPv3 Security Features

SNMPv3 provides secure access to devices by a combination of authenticating and encrypting frames over
the network. SNMPv3 authorizes management operations only by configured users and encrypts SNMP
messages. The SNMPv3User-Based SecurityModel (USM) refers to SNMPmessage-level security and offers
the following services:

• Message integrity—Ensures that messages have not been altered or destroyed in an unauthorized manner
and that data sequences have not been altered to an extent greater than can occur non-maliciously.

• Message origin authentication—Ensures that the claimed identity of the user on whose behalf received
data was originated is confirmed.

• Message confidentiality and encryption—Ensures that information is not made available or disclosed
to unauthorized individuals, entities, or processes.

SNMP Support in Cisco UCS
Cisco UCS provides the following support for SNMP:

Support for MIBs

Cisco UCS supports read-only access to MIBs.

For information about the specific MIBs available for Cisco UCS and where you can obtain them, see the
MIB Quick Reference for Cisco UCS.

Authentication Protocols for SNMPv3 Users

Cisco UCS supports the following authentication protocols for SNMPv3 users:

• HMAC-MD5-96 (MD5)

• HMAC-SHA-96 (SHA)

AES Privacy Protocol for SNMPv3 Users

Cisco UCS uses Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) as one of the privacy protocols for SNMPv3 message
encryption and conforms with RFC 3826.

The privacy password, or priv option, offers a choice of DES or 128-bit AES encryption for SNMP security
encryption. If you enable AES-128 configuration and include a privacy password for an SNMPv3 user, Cisco
UCSManager uses the privacy password to generate a 128-bit AES key. The AES privacy password can have
a minimum of eight characters. If the passphrases are specified in clear text, you can specify a maximum of
64 characters.

Enabling SNMP and Configuring SNMP Properties
SNMPmessages from a Cisco UCS domain display the fabric interconnect name rather than the system name.
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C H A P T E R  7
Configuring Authentication

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Authentication Services, page 107

• Guidelines and Recommendations for Remote Authentication Providers, page 107

• User Attributes in Remote Authentication Providers, page 108

• LDAP Group Rule, page 110

• Configuring LDAP Providers, page 110

• Configuring RADIUS Providers, page 117

• Configuring TACACS+ Providers, page 120

• Configuring Multiple Authentication Systems, page 122

• Selecting an Authentication Service, page 129

Authentication Services
Cisco UCS supports two methods to authenticate user logins:

• Through user accounts local to Cisco UCS Manager

• Remotely through one of the following protocols:

◦ LDAP

◦ RADIUS

◦ TACACS+

Guidelines and Recommendations for Remote Authentication Providers
If a system is configured for one of the supported remote authentication services, you must create a provider
for that service to ensure that Cisco UCSManager can communicate with it. In addition, you need to be aware
of the following guidelines that impact user authorization:
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Attribute ID RequirementsSchema ExtensionCustom
Attribute

Authentication
Provider

The vendor ID for the Cisco
RADIUS implementation is 009 and
the vendor ID for the attribute is
001.

The following syntax example
shows how to specify multiples user
roles and locales if you choose to
create the cisco-avpair attribute:
�V�K�H�O�O���U�R�O�H�V� ���D�G�P�L�Q���D�D�D��

�V�K�H�O�O���O�R�F�D�O�H�V� ���/�����D�E�F��. Use a
comma "," as the delimiter to
separate multiple values.

Optional. You can choose to do
either of the following:

• Do not extend the RADIUS
schema and use an existing,
unused attribute that meets
the requirements.

• Extend the RADIUS schema
and create a custom attribute
with a unique name, such as
cisco-avpair.

OptionalRADIUS

The cisco-av-pair name is the string
that provides the attribute ID for the
TACACS+ provider.

The following syntax example
shows how to specify multiples user
roles and locales when you create
the cisco-av-pair attribute:
�F�L�V�F�R���D�Y���S�D�L�U� �V�K�H�O�O���U�R�O�H�V� ���D�G�P�L�Q

�D�D�D���V�K�H�O�O���O�R�F�D�O�H�V�
���/���D�E�F��.
Using an asterisk (*) in the
cisco-av-pair attribute syntax flags
the locale as optional, preventing
authentication failures for other
Cisco devices that use the same
authorization profile. Use a space
as the delimiter to separate multiple
values.

Required. You must extend the
schema and create a custom
attribute with the name
cisco-av-pair.

RequiredTACACS+

Sample OID for LDAP User Attribute

The following is a sample OID for a custom CiscoAVPair attribute:

�&�1� �&�L�V�F�R�$�9�3�D�L�U���&�1� �6�F�K�H�P�D��
�&�1� �&�R�Q�I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���&�1� �;
�R�E�M�H�F�W�&�O�D�V�V���W�R�S
�R�E�M�H�F�W�&�O�D�V�V���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�6�F�K�H�P�D
�F�Q���&�L�V�F�R�$�9�3�D�L�U
�G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G�1�D�P�H���&�1� �&�L�V�F�R�$�9�3�D�L�U���&�1� �6�F�K�H�P�D���&�1� �&�R�Q�I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���&�1� �;
�L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�7�\�S�H�����[��
�X�6�1�&�U�H�D�W�H�G������������������
�D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�,�'����������������������������������������������
�D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�6�\�Q�W�D�[������������������
�L�V�6�L�Q�J�O�H�9�D�O�X�H�G���7�5�8�(
�V�K�R�Z�,�Q�$�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G�9�L�H�Z�2�Q�O�\���7�5�8�(
�D�G�P�L�Q�'�L�V�S�O�D�\�1�D�P�H���&�L�V�F�R�$�9�3�D�L�U
�D�G�P�L�Q�'�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���8�&�6�8�V�H�U�$�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�)�L�H�O�G
�R�0�6�\�Q�W�D�[������
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The following example sets the role policy for remote users and commits the transaction:
�8�&�6���$���V�F�R�S�H�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\
�8�&�6���$���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �V�H�W�U�H�P�R�W�H���X�V�H�U�G�H�I�D�X�O�W���U�R�O�H�D�V�V�L�J�Q���G�H�I�D�X�O�W���U�R�O�H
�8�&�6���$���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W���E�X�I�I�H�U
�8�&�6���$���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
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C H A P T E R  8
Configuring Organizations

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Organizations in a Multi-Tenancy Environment, page 133

• Hierarchical Name Resolution in a Multi-Tenancy Environment, page 134

• Configuring an Organization Under the Root Organization, page 136

• Configuring an Organization Under an Organization that is not Root, page 136

• Deleting an Organization, page 137

Organizations in a Multi-Tenancy Environment
Multi-tenancy allows you to divide up the large physical infrastructure of an instance into logical entities
known as organizations. As a result, you can achieve a logical isolation between organizations without
providing a dedicated physical infrastructure for each organization.

You can assign unique resources to each tenant through the related organization, in the multi-tenant
environment. These resources can include different policies, pools, and quality of service definitions. You
can also implement locales to assign or restrict user privileges and roles by organization, if you do not want
all users to have access to all organizations.

If you set up a multi-tenant environment, all organizations are hierarchical. The top-level organization is
always root. The policies and pools that you create in root are system-wide and are available to all organizations
in the system. However, any policies and pools created in other organizations are only available to organizations
that are above it in the same hierarchy. For example, if a system has organizations named Finance and HR
that are not in the same hierarchy, Finance cannot use any policies in the HR organization, and HR cannot
access any policies in the Finance organization. However, both Finance and HR can use policies and pools
in the root organization.

If you create organizations in a multi-tenant environment, you can also set up one or more of the following
for each organization or for a sub-organization in the same hierarchy:

• Resource pools

• Policies

• Service profiles
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C H A P T E R  9
Configuring Role-Based Access Control

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Role-Based Access Control, page 139

• User Accounts for Cisco UCS Manager , page 139

• User Roles, page 142

• User Locales, page 146

• Configuring User Roles, page 147

• Configuring Locales, page 149

• Configuring User Accounts, page 151

• Monitoring User Sessions, page 158

Role-Based Access Control
Role-Based Access Control (RBAC) is a method of restricting or authorizing system access for users based
on user roles and locales. A role defines the privileges of a user in the system and the locale defines the
organizations (domains) that a user is allowed access. Because users are not directly assigned privileges,
management of individual user privileges is simply a matter of assigning the appropriate roles and locales.

A user is granted write access to desired system resources only if the assigned role grants the access privileges
and the assigned locale allows access. For example, a user with the Server Administrator role in the Engineering
organization could update server configurations in the Engineering organization but could not update server
configurations in the Finance organization unless the locales assigned to the user include the Finance
organization.

User Accounts for Cisco UCS Manager
User accounts are used to access the system. Up to 48 user accounts can be configured in each Cisco UCS
instance. Each user account must have a unique username and password.

A user account can be set with a SSH public key. The public key can be set in either of the two formats:
OpenSSH and SECSH.
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Default User Account

Each Cisco UCS instance has a default user account, admin, which cannot be modified or deleted. This account
is the system administrator or superuser account and has full privileges. There is no default password assigned
to the admin account; you must choose the password during the initial system setup.

The admin account is always active and does not expire. You cannot configure the admin account as inactive.

Local User Accounts

Local user accounts are authenticated directly through the fabric interconnect and can be enabled or disabled
by anyone with admin or aaa privileges. Once a local user account is disabled, the user cannot log in.
Configuration details for disabled local user accounts are not deleted by the database. If you re-enable a
disabled local user account, the account becomes active again with the existing configuration, including
username and password.

Remote User Accounts

A remotely authenticated user account is any user account that is authenticated through LDAP, RADIUS, or
TACACS+.

If a user maintains a local user account and a remote user account simultaneously, the roles defined in the
local user account override those maintained in the remote user account.

Expiration of User Accounts

User accounts can be configured to expire at a predefined time. When the expiration time is reached, the user
account is disabled.

By default, user accounts do not expire.

After you configure a user account with an expiration date, you cannot reconfigure the account to not
expire. You can, however, configure the account with the latest date available.

Note

Guidelines for Cisco UCS Manager Usernames
The username is also used as the login ID for Cisco UCS Manager. When you assign usernames to Cisco
UCS Manager user accounts, consider the following guidelines and restrictions:

• The login ID can contain between 1 and 32 characters, including the following:

◦ Any alphabetic character

◦ Any digit

◦ _ (underscore)

◦ - (dash)

◦ . (dot)

• The unique username for each user account cannot be all-numeric. You cannot create a local user with
an all-numeric username.
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• The unique username must start with an alphabetic character. It cannot start with a number or a special
character, such as an underscore.

After you create a user account, you cannot change the username. You must delete the user account and create
a new one.

Reserved Words: Local User Accounts
The following words cannot be used when creating a local user account in Cisco UCS Manager.

• root

• bin

• daemon

• adm

• ip

• sync

• shutdown

• halt

• news

• uucp

• operator

• games

• gopher

• nobody

• nscd

• mailnull

• mail

• rpcuser

• rpc

• mtsuser

• ftpuser

• ftp

• man

• sys

• samdme

• debug
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Guidelines for Cisco UCS Manager Passwords
A password is required for each locally authenticated user account. A user with admin or aaa privileges can
configure Cisco UCS Manager to perform a password strength check on user passwords. If the password
strength check is enabled, each user must have a strong password.

Cisco recommends that each user have a strong password. If you enable the password strength check for
locally authenticated users, Cisco UCS Manager rejects any password that does not meet the following
requirements:

• Must contain a minimum of 8 characters and a maximum of 64 characters.

• Must contain at least three of the following:

◦ Lower case letters

◦ Upper case letters

◦ Digits

◦ Special characters

• Must not contain a character that is repeated more than 3 times consecutively, such as aaabbb.

• Must not be identical to the username or the reverse of the username.

• Must pass a password dictionary check. For example, the password must not be based on a standard
dictionary word.

• Must not contain the following symbols: $ (dollar sign), ? (question mark), and = (equals sign).

• Should not be blank for local user and admin accounts.

Web Session Limits for User Accounts
Web session limits are used by Cisco UCS Manager to restrict the number of web sessions (both GUI and
XML) a given user account is permitted to access at any one time.

By default, the number of concurrent web sessions allowed by Cisco UCSManager is set to 32; although this
value can be configured up to the system maximum of 256.

User Roles
User roles contain one or more privileges that define the operations allowed for the user who is assigned the
role. A user can be assigned one or more roles. A user assigned multiple roles has the combined privileges of
all assigned roles. For example, if Role1 has storage related privileges, and Role2 has server related privileges,
users who are assigned to both Role1 and Role2 have storage and server related privileges.

A Cisco UCS instance can contain up to 48 user roles, including the default user roles.

All roles include read access to all configuration settings in the Cisco UCS instance. The difference between
the read-only role and other roles is that a user who is only assigned the read-only role cannot modify the
system state. A user assigned another role can modify the system state in that user's assigned area or areas.

Roles can be created, modified to add new or remove existing privileges, or deleted. When a role is modified,
the new privileges are applied to all users assigned to that role. Privilege assignment is not restricted to the
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Default Role AssignmentDescriptionPrivilege

OperationsLogs and Smart Call Homeoperations

Network AdministratorPod configurationpod-config

Network AdministratorPod policypod-policy

Network AdministratorPod QoSpod-qos

Network AdministratorPod securitypod-security

Facility ManagerRead-and-write access to power
management operations

power-mgmt

Read-OnlyRead-only access

Read-only cannot be selected as a
privilege; it is assigned to every
user role.

read-only

Server Equipment AdministratorServer hardware managementserver-equipment

Server Equipment AdministratorServer maintenanceserver-maintenance

Server Equipment AdministratorServer policyserver-policy

Server Security AdministratorServer securityserver-security

Server Profile AdministratorService profile configurationservice-profile-config

Server Profile AdministratorService profile configuration policyservice-profile-config-policy

Server Profile AdministratorService profile end point accessservice-profile-ext-access

Network AdministratorService profile networkservice-profile-network

Network AdministratorService profile network policyservice-profile-network-policy

Network AdministratorService profile QoSservice-profile-qos

Network AdministratorService profile QoS policyservice-profile-qos-policy

Server Security AdministratorService profile securityservice-profile-security

Server Security AdministratorService profile security policyservice-profile-security-policy

Server Profile AdministratorService profile server managementservice-profile-server

Server Profile AdministratorService profile consumerservice-profile-server-oper
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Default Role AssignmentDescriptionPrivilege

Server Security AdministratorService profile pool policyservice-profile-server-policy

Storage AdministratorService profile storageservice-profile-storage

Storage AdministratorService profile storage policyservice-profile-storage-policy

User Locales
A user can be assigned one or more locales. Each locale defines one or more organizations (domains) the user
is allowed access, and access would be limited to the organizations specified in the locale. One exception to
this rule is a locale without any organizations, which gives unrestricted access to system resources in all
organizations.

A Cisco UCS instance can contain up to 48 user locales.

Users with AAA privileges (AAA Administrator role) can assign organizations to the locale of other users.
The assignment of organizations is restricted to only those in the locale of the user assigning the organizations.
For example, if a locale contains only the Engineering organization then a user assigned that locale can only
assign the Engineering organization to other users.

You cannot assign a locale to users with one or more of the following privileges:Note

• aaa

• admin

• operations

You can hierarchically manage organizations. A user that is assigned at a top level organization has automatic
access to all organizations under it. For example, an Engineering organization can contain a Software
Engineering organization and a Hardware Engineering organization. A locale containing only the Software
Engineering organization has access to system resources only within that organization; however, a locale that
contains the Engineering organization has access to the resources for both the Software Engineering and
Hardware Engineering organizations.
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C H A P T E R  10
Managing Firmware

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Overview of Firmware, page 159

• Firmware Image Management, page 160

• Firmware Versions, page 162

• Firmware Upgrades, page 163

• Firmware Downgrades, page 173

• Completing the Prerequisites for Upgrading the Firmware, page 173

• Downloading and Managing Firmware Packages, page 178

• Directly Upgrading Firmware at Endpoints, page 186

• Updating Firmware through Service Profiles, page 195

• Managing the Capability Catalog, page 200

• Updating Management Extensions, page 206

Overview of Firmware
Cisco UCS uses firmware obtained from and certified by Cisco to support the endpoints in a Cisco UCS
instance. Each endpoint is a component in the instance that requires firmware to function. The upgrade order
for the endpoints in a Cisco UCS instance depends upon the upgrade path, but includes the following:

• Cisco UCS Manager

• I/O modules

• Fabric interconnects

• Endpoints physically located on adapters, including NIC and HBA firmware, and Option ROM (where
applicable) that can be upgraded through firmware packages included in a service profile

• Endpoints physically located on servers, such as the BIOS, storage controller (RAID controller), and
Cisco Integrated Management Controller (CIMC) that can be upgraded through firmware packages
included in a service profile

Cisco UCS Manager CLI Configuration Guide, Release 1.4    
    OL-24088-03 159



http://www.cisco.com/en/US/products/ps10281/products_configuration_example09186a0080aee43e.shtml






If the endpoint cannot boot from the startup version, it boots from the backup version.

Firmware Versions in the Fabric Interconnect and Cisco UCS Manager

You can only activate the fabric interconnect firmware and Cisco UCS Manager on the fabric interconnect.
The fabric interconnect and Cisco UCSManager firmware do not have backup versions, because all the images
are stored on the fabric interconnect. As a result, the number of bootable fabric interconnect images is not
limited to two, like the server CIMC and adapters. Instead, the number of bootable fabric interconnect images
is limited by the available space in the memory of the fabric interconnect and the number of images stored
there.

The fabric interconnect and Cisco UCS Manager firmware have running and startup versions of the kernel
and system firmware. The kernel and system firmware must run the same versions of firmware.

Firmware Upgrades
Cisco UCS firmware is upgraded through a combination of the following methods:

• Direct upgrade at the endpoints. For a cluster configuration with two fabric interconnects, a direct upgrade
can be minimally disruptive to data traffic. However, it requires that the Cisco UCS instance does not
include firmware policies for those endpoints that you upgrade directly. You cannot avoid disruption to
traffic in a Cisco UCS instance with only one fabric interconnection.

• Upgrades to server endpoints through service profiles that include a host firmware package, a management
firmware package, or both. This method is disruptive to data traffic and should be performed during a
maintenance window.

Direct upgrade is not available for all endpoints, including the server BIOS, storage controller, HBA
firmware, and HBA option ROM. You must upgrade those endpoints through the host firmware package
included in the service profile associated with the server.

Note

Guidelines and Cautions for Firmware Upgrades
Before you upgrade the firmware for any endpoint in a Cisco UCS instance, consider the following guidelines
and cautions:

Determine Appropriate Type of Firmware Upgrade for Each Endpoint

Some endpoints, such as adapters and the server CIMC, can be upgraded through either a direct firmware
upgrade or a firmware package included in a service profile. The configuration of a Cisco UCS instance
determines how you upgrade these endpoints. If the service profiles associated with the servers include a host
firmware package, upgrade the adapters for those servers through the firmware package. In the same way, if
the service profiles associated with the servers include a management firmware package, upgrade the CIMC
for those servers through the firmware package.

Upgrades of a CIMC through a management firmware package or an adapter through a firmware package in
the service profile associated with the server take precedence over direct firmware upgrades. You cannot
directly upgrade an endpoint if the service profile associated with the server includes a firmware package. To
perform a direct upgrade, you must remove the firmware package from the service profile.
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The following example updates and activates the I/Omodule firmware to version 1.2(1) in the same transaction,
without verifying that the firmware update and firmware activation completed successfully:

�8�&�6���$���V�F�R�S�H�F�K�D�V�V�L�V��
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V�� �V�F�R�S�H�L�R�P��
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �V�K�R�Z�L�P�D�J�H
�1�D�P�H �7�\�S�H �9�H�U�V�L�R�Q �6�W�D�W�H
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������� �������������������������� ����������
�X�F�V�������������������������J�E�L�Q �,�R�P ������������ �$�F�W�L�Y�H

�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H������������
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�
�� �D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H������������ �L�J�Q�R�U�H�F�R�P�S�F�K�H�F�N�V�H�W���V�W�D�U�W�X�S���R�Q�O�\
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W���E�X�I�I�H�U
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P��

The following example updates the I/O module firmware to version 1.2(1), verifies that the firmware update
completed successfully before starting the firmware activation, activates the I/Omodule firmware, and verifies
that the firmware activation completed successfully:

�8�&�6���$���V�F�R�S�H�F�K�D�V�V�L�V��
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V�� �V�F�R�S�H�L�R�P��
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �V�K�R�Z�L�P�D�J�H
�1�D�P�H �7�\�S�H �9�H�U�V�L�R�Q �6�W�D�W�H
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������� �������������������������� ����������
�X�F�V�������������������������J�E�L�Q �,�R�P ������������ �$�F�W�L�Y�H

�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �X�S�G�D�W�H�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H������������
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W���E�X�I�I�H�U
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �V�K�R�Z�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H
�,�2�0 �)�D�E�U�L�F�,�' �5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���9�H�U�V�8�S�G�D�W�H���6�W�D�W�X�V�$�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H���6�W�D�W�X�V
���������������� ������������������ ������������������������������ ������������������������������ ������������������������������

�� �$ ������������ �8�S�G�D�W�L�Q�J �5�H�D�G�\

�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �V�K�R�Z�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H
�,�2�0 �)�D�E�U�L�F�,�' �5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���9�H�U�V�8�S�G�D�W�H���6�W�D�W�X�V�$�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H���6�W�D�W�X�V
���������������� ������������������ ������������������������������ ������������������������������ ������������������������������

�� �$ ������������ �5�H�D�G�\ �5�H�D�G�\

�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H������������ �L�J�Q�R�U�H�F�R�P�S�F�K�H�F�N
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W���E�X�I�I�H�U
�8�&�6���$�����F�K�D�V�V�L�V���L�R�P�� �V�K�R�Z�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H
�,�2�0 �)�D�E�U�L�F�,�' �5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���9�H�U�V�8�S�G�D�W�H���6�W�D�W�X�V�$�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H���6�W�D�W�X�V
���������������� ������������������ ������������������������������ ������������������������������ ������������������������������
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Activating the Board Controller Firmware on a Server
Only certain servers, such as the Cisco UCS B440 High Performance blade server and the Cisco UCS B230
blade server, have board controller firmware. The board controller firmware controls many of the server
functions, including eUSBs, LEDs, and I/O connectors.
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The following example activates the Management Extension and commits the transaction:
�8�&�6���$���V�F�R�S�H�V�\�V�W�H�P
�8�&�6���$���V�\�V�W�H�P�� �V�F�R�S�H�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q
�8�&�6���$���V�\�V�W�H�P���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H������������
�&�6���$���V�\�V�W�H�P���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W���E�X�I�I�H�U
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C H A P T E R  12
Configuring System-Related Policies

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Configuring the Chassis Discovery Policy, page 211

• Configuring the Rack Server Discovery Policy, page 213

• Configuring the Aging Time for the MAC Address Table, page 215

Configuring the Chassis Discovery Policy

Chassis Discovery Policy
The chassis discovery policy determines how the system reacts when you add a new chassis. Cisco UCS
Manager uses the settings in the chassis discovery policy to determine the minimum threshold for the number
of links between the chassis and the fabric interconnect. However, the configuration in the chassis discovery
policy does not prevent you from connecting multiple chassis to the fabric interconnects in a Cisco UCS
instance and wiring those chassis with a different number of links.

If you have a Cisco UCS instance that has some chassis wired with 1 link, some with 2 links, and some with
4 links, we recommend that you configure the chassis discovery policy for the minimum number links in the
instance so that Cisco UCS Manager can discover all chassis. After the initial discovery, you must
reacknowledge the chassis that are wired for a greater number of links and Cisco UCS Manager configures
the chassis to use all available links.

Cisco UCSManager cannot discover any chassis that is wired for fewer links than are configured in the chassis
discovery policy. For example, if the chassis discovery policy is configured for 4 links, Cisco UCS Manager
cannot discover any chassis that is wired for 1 link or 2 links. Reacknowledgement of the chassis does not
resolve this issue.

The following table provides an overview of how the chassis discovery policy works in a multi-chassis Cisco
UCS instance:
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C H A P T E R  13
Managing Licenses

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Licenses, page 217

• Obtaining the Host ID for a Fabric Interconnect, page 218

• Obtaining a License, page 219

• Installing a License, page 219

• Viewing the Licenses Installed on a Fabric Interconnect, page 220

• Viewing License Usage for a Fabric Interconnect, page 221

• Uninstalling a License, page 222

Licenses
Port licenses for each Cisco UCS fabric interconnect are factory installed and shipped with the hardware. At
a minimum, each fabric interconnect ships with the following counted licenses pre-installed:

• Cisco UCS 6120XP fabric interconnect—pre-installed licenses for the first eight Ethernet ports enabled
in Cisco UCS Manager and any Fibre Channel ports on expansion modules

• Cisco UCS 6140XP fabric interconnect—pre-installed licenses for the first sixteen Ethernet ports enabled
in Cisco UCS Manager and any Fibre Channel ports on expansion modules

Port licenses are not bound to physical ports. When you disable a licensed port, that license is then retained
for use with the next enabled port.

If you want to use additional fixed ports, you must purchase and install licenses for those ports.

Grace Period

If you attempt to use a port that does not have an installed license, Cisco UCS initiates a 120 day grace period.
The grace period is measured from the first use of the port without a license and is paused when a valid license
file is installed. The amount of time used in the grace period is retained by the system.
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P A R T  III
Network Configuration
• Configuring VLANs, page 227

• Configuring LAN Pin Groups, page 239

• Configuring MAC Pools, page 241

• Configuring Quality of Service, page 243

• Configuring Network-Related Policies, page 251





C H A P T E R  14
Configuring VLANs

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Named VLANs, page 227

• Private VLANs, page 228

• VLAN Port Limitations, page 229

• Configuring Named VLANs, page 230

• Configuring Private VLANs, page 234

• Viewing the VLAN Port Count, page 238

Named VLANs
A named VLAN creates a connection to a specific external LAN. The VLAN isolates traffic to that external
LAN, including broadcast traffic.

The name that you assign to a VLAN ID adds a layer of abstraction that allows you to globally update all
servers associated with service profiles that use the named VLAN. You do not need to reconfigure the servers
individually to maintain communication with the external LAN.

You can create more than one named VLAN with the same VLAN ID. For example, if servers that host
business services for HR and Finance need to access the same external LAN, you can create VLANs named
HR and Finance with the same VLAN ID. Then, if the network is reconfigured and Finance is assigned to a
different LAN, you only have to change the VLAN ID for the named VLAN for Finance.

In a cluster configuration, you can configure a named VLAN to be accessible only to one fabric interconnect
or to both fabric interconnects.
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Guidelines for VLAN IDs

You cannot create VLANs with IDs from 3968 to 4048. This range of VLAN IDs is reserved.

VLANs in the LAN cloud and FCoE VLANs in the SAN cloud must have different IDs. Using the same
ID for a VLAN and an FCoE VLAN in a VSAN results in a critical fault and traffic disruption for all
vNICs and uplink ports using that VLAN. Ethernet traffic is dropped on any VLAN which has an ID that
overlaps with an FCoE VLAN ID.

Important

The VLAN name is case sensitive.

Private VLANs
A private VLAN (PVLAN) partitions the Ethernet broadcast domain of a VLAN into subdomains and allows
you to isolate some ports. Each subdomain in a PVLAN includes a primary VLAN and one or more secondary
VLANs. All secondary VLANs in a PVLAN must share the same primary VLAN. The secondary VLAN ID
differentiates one subdomain from another.

Isolated VLANs

All secondary VLANs in a Cisco UCS domain must be isolated VLANs. Cisco UCS does not support
community VLANs.

Ports on Isolated VLANs

Communications on an isolated VLAN can only use the associated port in the primary VLAN. These ports
are isolated ports and are not configurable in Cisco UCS Manager. If the primary VLAN includes multiple
secondary VLANs, those isolated VLANs cannot communicate directly with each other.

An isolated port is a host port that belongs to an isolated secondary VLAN. This port has complete isolation
from other ports within the same private VLAN domain. PVLANs block all traffic to isolated ports except
traffic from promiscuous ports. Traffic received from an isolated port is forwarded only to promiscuous ports.
You can have more than one isolated port in a specified isolated VLAN. Each port is completely isolated from
all other ports in the isolated VLAN.

Guidelines for Uplink Ports

When you create PVLANs, be aware of the following guidelines:

• The uplink Ethernet port channel cannot be in promiscuous mode.

• Each primary VLAN can have only one isolated VLAN.

• VIFs on VNTAG adapters can have only one isolated VLAN.
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Guidelines for VLAN IDs

You cannot create VLANs with IDs from 3968 to 4048. This range of VLAN IDs is reserved.

VLANs in the LAN cloud and FCoE VLANs in the SAN cloud must have different IDs. Using the same
ID for a VLAN and an FCoE VLAN in a VSAN results in a critical fault and traffic disruption for all
vNICs and uplink ports using that VLAN. Ethernet traffic is dropped on any VLAN which has an ID that
overlaps with an FCoE VLAN ID.

Important

The VLAN name is case sensitive.

VLAN Port Limitations
CiscoUCSManager limits the number of VLAN port instances that can be configured under border and server
domains on a fabric interconnect to 6000.

Types of Ports Included in the VLAN Port Count

The following types of ports are counted in the VLAN port calculation:

• Border uplink Ethernet ports

• Border uplink Ether-channel member ports

• FCoE ports in a SAN cloud

• Ethernet ports in a NAS cloud

• Static and dynamic vNICs created through service profiles

• VM vNICs created as part of a port profile in a hypervisor in hypervisor domain

Based on the number of VLANs configured for these ports, Cisco UCSManager keeps track of the cumulative
count of VLAN port instances and enforces the VLAN port limit during validation. Cisco UCS Manager
reserves some pre-defined VLAN port resources for control traffic. These include management VLANs
configured under HIF and NIF ports.

VLAN Port Limit Enforcement

Cisco UCS Manager validates VLAN port availability during the following operations.

• Configuring and unconfiguring border ports and border port channels

• Adding or removing VLANs from a cloud

• Configuring or unconfiguring SAN or NAS ports

• Associating or disassociating service profiles that contain configuration changes

• Configuring or unconfiguring VLANs under vNICs or vHBAs

• Upon receiving creation or deleting notifications from a VMWare vNIC, from an ESX hypervisor
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C H A P T E R  15
Configuring LAN Pin Groups

This chapter includes the following sections:

• LAN Pin Groups, page 239

• Configuring a LAN Pin Group, page 239

LAN Pin Groups
Cisco UCS uses LAN pin groups to pin Ethernet traffic from a vNIC on a server to an uplink Ethernet port
or port channel on the fabric interconnect. You can use this pinning to manage the distribution of traffic from
the servers.

To configure pinning for a server, you must include the LAN pin group in a vNIC policy. The vNIC policy
is then included in the service profile assigned to that server. All traffic from the vNIC travels through the
I/O module to the specified uplink Ethernet port.

If you do not assign a pin group to a server interface through a vNIC policy, Cisco UCSManager chooses
an uplink Ethernet port or port channel for traffic from that server interface dynamically. This choice is
not permanent. A different uplink Ethernet port or port channel may be used for traffic from that server
interface after an interface flap or a server reboot.

Note

Configuring a LAN Pin Group
In a system with two fabric interconnects, you can associate the pin group with only one fabric interconnect
or with both fabric interconnects.

Before You Begin

Configure the ports and port channels with which you want to configure the pin group. You can only include
ports and port channels configured as uplink ports in a LAN pin group.
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C H A P T E R  17
Configuring Quality of Service

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Quality of Service, page 243

• Configuring System Classes, page 243

• Configuring Quality of Service Policies, page 246

• Configuring Flow Control Policies, page 248

Quality of Service
Cisco UCS provides the following methods to implement quality of service:

• System classes that specify the global configuration for certain types of traffic across the entire system

• QoS policies that assign system classes for individual vNICs

• Flow control policies that determine how uplink Ethernet ports handle pause frames

Configuring System Classes

System Classes
Cisco UCS uses Data Center Ethernet (DCE) to handle all traffic inside a Cisco UCS instance. This industry
standard enhancement to Ethernet divides the bandwidth of the Ethernet pipe into eight virtual lanes. Two
virtual lanes are reserved for internal system and management traffic. You can configure quality of service
for the other six virtual lanes. System classes determine how the DCE bandwidth in these six virtual lanes is
allocated across the entire Cisco UCS instance.

Each system class reserves a specific segment of the bandwidth for a specific type of traffic. This provides a
level of traffic management, even in an oversubscribed system. For example, you can configure the Fibre
Channel Priority system class to determine the percentage of DCE bandwidth allocated to FCoE traffic.

The following table describes the system classes that you can configure:
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C H A P T E R  18
Configuring Network-Related Policies

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Configuring vNIC Templates, page 251

• Configuring Ethernet Adapter Policies, page 253

• Configuring Network Control Policies, page 256

Configuring vNIC Templates

vNIC Template
This policy defines how a vNIC on a server connects to the LAN. This policy is also referred to as a vNIC
LAN connectivity policy.

You need to include this policy in a service profile for it to take effect.

If your server has two Emulex or QLogic NICs (Cisco UCS CNA M71KR-E or Cisco UCS CNA
M71KR-Q), youmust configure vNIC policies for both adapters in your service profile to get a user-defined
MAC address for both NICs. If you do not configure policies for both NICs, Windows still detects both
of them in the PCI bus. Then because the second eth is not part of your service profile, Windows assigns
it a hardware MAC address. If you then move the service profile to a different server, Windows sees
additional NICs because one NIC did not have a user-defined MAC address.

Note
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P A R T  IV
Storage Configuration
• Configuring Named VSANs, page 261

• Configuring SAN Pin Groups, page 269

• Configuring WWN Pools, page 271

• Configuring Storage-Related Policies, page 275





C H A P T E R  19
Configuring Named VSANs

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Named VSANs, page 261

• Fibre Channel Uplink Trunking for Named VSANs, page 262

• Guidelines and Recommendations for VSANs, page 262

• Creating a Named VSAN Accessible to Both Fabric Interconnects (Fibre Channel Uplink Mode), page
263

• Creating a Named VSANAccessible to Both Fabric Interconnects (Fibre Channel StorageMode), page
264

• Creating a Named VSAN Accessible to One Fabric Interconnect (Fibre Channel Uplink Mode), page
264

• Creating a Named VSAN Accessible to One Fabric Interconnect (Fibre Channel Storage Mode), page
265

• Deleting a Named VSAN, page 266

• Enabling or Disabling Fibre Channel Uplink Trunking, page 266

Named VSANs
A named VSAN creates a connection to a specific external SAN. The VSAN isolates traffic to that external
SAN, including broadcast traffic. The traffic on one named VSAN knows that the traffic on another named
VSAN exists, but cannot read or access that traffic.

Like a named VLAN, the name that you assign to a VSAN ID adds a layer of abstraction that allows you to
globally update all servers associated with service profiles that use the named VSAN. You do not need to
reconfigure the servers individually to maintain communication with the external SAN. You can create more
than one named VSAN with the same VSAN ID.

Named VSANs in Cluster Configurations

In a cluster configuration, a named VSAN can be configured to be accessible only to the Fibre Channel uplink
ports on one fabric interconnect or to the Fibre Channel uplink ports on both fabric interconnects.
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Named VSANs and the FCoE VLAN ID

You must configure each named VSAN with an FCoE VLAN ID. This property determines which VLAN is
used for transporting the VSAN and its Fibre Channel packets.

For FIP capable, converged network adapters, such as the Cisco UCS CNA M72KR-Q and the Cisco UCS
CNAM72KR-E, the named VSAN must be configured with a named VLAN that is not the native VLAN for
the FCoE VLAN ID. This configuration ensures that FCoE traffic can pass through these adapters.

In the following sample configuration, a service profile with a vNIC and vHBAmapped to fabric A is associated
with a server that has FIP capable, converged network adapters:

• The vNIC is configured to use VLAN 10.

• VLAN 10 is also designated as the native VLAN for the vNIC.

• The vHBA is configured to use VSAN 2.

• Therefore, VSAN 2 cannot be configured with VLAN 10 as the FCoE VLAN ID. VSAN 2 can be
mapped to any other VLAN configured on fabric A.

Fibre Channel Uplink Trunking for Named VSANs
You can configure Fibre Channel uplink trunking for the named VSANs on each fabric interconnect. If you
enable trunking on a fabric interconnect, all named VSANs in a Cisco UCS instance are allowed on all Fibre
Channel uplink ports on that fabric interconnect.

Guidelines and Recommendations for VSANs
The following guidelines and recommendations apply to all named VSANs, including storage VSANs.

VSAN 4079 is a Reserved VSAN ID

Do not configure a VSAN as 4079. This VSAN is reserved and cannot be used in either FC switch mode or
FC end-host mode.

If you create a named VSAN with ID 4079, Cisco UCS Manager marks that VSAN with an error and raises
a fault.

Reserved VSAN Range for Named VSANs in FC Switch Mode

If you plan to use FC switch mode in a Cisco UCS domain, do not configure VSANs with an ID in the range
from 3040 to 4078.

VSANs in that range are not operational if the fabric interconnects are configured to operate in FC switch
mode. Cisco UCS Manager marks that VSAN with an error and raises a fault.

Reserved VSAN Range for Named VSANs in FC End-Host Mode

If you plan to use FC end-host mode in a Cisco UCS domain, do not configure VSANs with an ID in the range
from 3840 to 4079.

VSANs in that range are not operational if the following conditions exist in a Cisco UCS domain:

• The fabric interconnects are configured to operate in FC end-host mode.
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Configuring SAN Pin Groups

This chapter includes the following sections:

• SAN Pin Groups, page 269

• Configuring a SAN Pin Group, page 269

SAN Pin Groups
Cisco UCS uses SAN pin groups to pin Fibre Channel traffic from a vHBA on a server to an uplink Fibre
Channel port on the fabric interconnect. You can use this pinning to manage the distribution of traffic from
the servers.

In Fibre Channel switch mode, SAN pin groups are irrelevant. Any existing SAN pin groups will be
ignored.

Note

To configure pinning for a server, you must include the SAN pin group in a vHBA policy. The vHBA policy
is then included in the service profile assigned to that server. All traffic from the vHBA will travel through
the I/O module to the specified uplink Fibre Channel port.

You can assign the same pin group to multiple vHBA policies. As a result, you do not need to manually pin
the traffic for each vHBA.

Changing the target interface for an existing SAN pin group disrupts traffic for all vHBAs which use that
pin group. The fabric interconnect performs a log in and log out for the Fibre Channel protocols to re-pin
the traffic.

Important

Configuring a SAN Pin Group
In a system with two fabric interconnects, you can associate the pin group with only one fabric interconnect
or with both fabric interconnects.
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Configuring WWN Pools

This chapter includes the following sections:

• WWN Pools, page 271

• Configuring a WWN Pool, page 272

WWN Pools
AWWN pool is a collection of WWNs for use by the Fibre Channel vHBAs in a Cisco UCS instance. You
create separate pools for the following:

• WW node names assigned to the server

• WW port names assigned to the vHBA

A WWN pool can include only WWNNs or WWPNs in the ranges from 20:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 to
20:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF or from 50:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 to 5F:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF:FF. All other
WWN ranges are reserved. To ensure the uniqueness of the Cisco UCSWWNNs andWWPNs in the SAN
fabric, we recommend that you use the following WWN prefix for all blocks in a pool:
20:00:00:25:B5:XX:XX:XX

Important

If you use WWN pools in service profiles, you do not have to manually configure the WWNs that will be
used by the server associated with the service profile. In a system that implements multi-tenancy, you can use
a WWN pool to control the WWNs used by each organization.

You assign WWNs to pools in blocks. For each block or individual WWN, you can assign a boot target.

WWNN Pools

AWWNN pool is a WWN pool that contains only WW node names. If you include a pool of WWNNs in a
service profile, the associated server is assigned a WWNN from that pool.

WWPN Pools

AWWPN pool is a WWN pool that contains only WW port names. If you include a pool of WWPNs in a
service profile, the port on each vHBA of the associated server is assigned a WWPN from that pool.
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P A R T  V
Server Configuration
• Configuring Server-Related Pools, page 283

• Setting the Management IP Address, page 287

• Configuring Server-Related Policies, page 295

• Deferring Deployment of Service Profile Updates, page 363

• Configuring Service Profiles, page 375

• Managing Power in Cisco UCS, page 401
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Setting the Management IP Address

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Management IP Address, page 287

• Configuring the Management IP Address on a Blade Server, page 288

• Configuring the Management IP Address on a Rack Server, page 289

• Setting the Management IP Address on a Service Profile or Service Profile Template, page 291

• Configuring the Management IP Pool, page 292

Management IP Address
Each server in a Cisco UCS instance must have a management IP address assigned to its Cisco Integrated
Management Controller (CIMC) or to the service profile associated with the server. Cisco UCSManager uses
this IP address for external access that terminates in the CIMC. This external access can be through one of
the following:

• KVM console

• Serial over LAN

• An IPMI tool

The management IP address used to access the CIMC on a server can be one of the following:

• A static IPv4 address assigned directly to the server.

• A static IPv4 address assigned to a service profile. You cannot configure a service profile template with
a static IP address.

• An IP address drawn from the management IP address pool and assigned to a service profile or service
profile template.

You can assign a management IP address to each CIMC on the server and to the service profile associated
with the server. If you do so, you must use different IP addresses for each of them.
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Configuring Server-Related Policies

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Configuring BIOS Settings, page 295

• Configuring Boot Policies, page 317

• Configuring IPMI Access Profiles, page 324

• Configuring Local Disk Configuration Policies, page 328

• Configuring Scrub Policies, page 332

• Configuring Serial over LAN Policies, page 334

• Configuring Server Autoconfiguration Policies, page 336

• Configuring Server Discovery Policies, page 338

• Configuring Server Inheritance Policies, page 340

• Configuring Server Pool Policies, page 342

• Configuring Server Pool Policy Qualifications, page 344

• Configuring vNIC/vHBA Placement Policies, page 356

Configuring BIOS Settings

Server BIOS Settings
Cisco UCS provides two methods for making global modifications to the BIOS settings on servers in an
instance. You can create one or more BIOS policies that include a specific grouping of BIOS settings that
match the needs of a server or set of servers, or you can use the default BIOS settings for a specific server
platform.

Both the BIOS policy and the default BIOS settings for a server platform enable you to fine tune the BIOS
settings for a server managed by Cisco UCS Manager.

Depending upon the needs of the data center, you can configure BIOS policies for some service profiles and
use the BIOS defaults in other service profiles in the same Cisco UCS instance, or you can use only one of
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Configuring Boot Policies

Boot Policy
The boot policy determines the following:

• Configuration of the boot device

• Location from which the server boots

• Order in which boot devices are invoked

For example, you can choose to have associated servers boot from a local device, such as a local disk or
CD-ROM (VMedia), or you can select a SAN boot or a LAN (PXE) boot.

You must include this policy in a service profile, and that service profile must be associated with a server for
it to take effect. If you do not include a boot policy in a service profile, the server uses the default settings in
the BIOS to determine the boot order.

Changes to a boot policy may be propagated to all servers created with an updating service profile template
that includes that boot policy. Reassociation of the service profile with the server to rewrite the boot order
information in the BIOS is auto-triggered.

Important

Guidelines

When you create a boot policy, you can add one or more of the following to the boot policy and specify their
boot order:

DescriptionBoot type

Boots from an operating system image on the SAN. You can specify
a primary and a secondary SAN boot. If the primary boot fails, the
server attempts to boot from the secondary.

We recommend that you use a SAN boot, because it offers the most
service profile mobility within the system. If you boot from the SAN
when you move a service profile from one server to another, the new
server boots from the exact same operating system image. Therefore,
the new server appears to be the exact same server to the network.

SAN boot

Boots from a centralized provisioning server. It is frequently used to
install operating systems on a server from that server.

LAN boot

If the server has a local drive, boots from that drive.

Cisco UCSManager does not differentiate between the types
of local drives. If an operating system has been installed on
more than one local drive or on an internal USB drive (eUSB),
you cannot specify which of these local drives the server
should use as the boot drive.

Note

Local disk boot
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C H A P T E R  26
Deferring Deployment of Service Profile Updates

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Deferred Deployment of Service Profiles, page 363

• Configuring Schedules, page 366

• Configuring Maintenance Policies, page 370

• Managing Pending Activities, page 372

Deferred Deployment of Service Profiles
Somemodifications to a service profile or to an updating service profile template can be disruptive and require
a reboot of the server. You can, however, configure deferred deployment to control when those disruptive
configuration changes are implemented. For example, you can choose to deploy the service profile changes
immediately or have them deployed during a specified maintenance window. You can also choose whether
or not a service profile deployment requires explicit user acknowledgement.

Deferred deployment is available for all configuration changes that occur through the association of a service
profile with a server. These configuration changes can be prompted by a change to a service profile, to a policy
that is included in a service profile, or to an updating service profile template. For example, you can defer the
upgrade and activation of firmware through host firmware packages and management firmware packages,
such as server BIOS, RAID controller, host HBA, and network adapters. However, you cannot defer the direct
deployment of firmware images for components that do not use either of the firmware packages, such as Cisco
UCS Manager, fabric interconnects, and I/O modules.

Deferred deployment is not available for the following actions which require the reboot of a server:

• Initial association of a service profile with a server

• Final disassociation of a service profile from a server, without associating the service profile with a
different server

• Decommissioning a server

• Reacknowledging a server

• Resetting a server

Cisco UCS Manager CLI Configuration Guide, Release 1.4    
    OL-24088-03 363





Pending Activities
If you configure deferred deployment in a Cisco UCS instance, Cisco UCS Manager enables you to view all
pending activities. You can see activities that are waiting for user acknowledgement and those that have been
scheduled.

If a Cisco UCS instance has pending activities, Cisco UCSManager GUI notifies users with admin privileges
when they log in.

Cisco UCS Manager displays information about all pending activities, including the following:

• Name of the service profile to be deployed and associated with a server

• Server affected by the deployment

• Disruption caused by the deployment

• Change performed by the deployment

You cannot specify the maintenance window in which a specific pending activity is applied to the server.
The maintenance window depends upon how many activities are pending and which maintenance policy
is assigned to the service profile. However, any user with admin privileges can manually initiate a pending
activity and reboot the server immediately, whether it is waiting for user acknowledgement or for a
maintenance window.

Note

Guidelines and Limitations for Deferred Deployment

Cannot Undo All Changes to Service Profiles or Service Profile Templates

If you cancel a pending change, Cisco UCS Manager attempts to roll back the change without rebooting the
server. However, for complex changes, Cisco UCS Manager may have to reboot the server a second time to
roll back the change. For example, if you delete a vNIC, Cisco UCS Manager reboots the server according
to the maintenance policy included in the service profile. You cannot cancel this reboot and change, even if
you restore the original vNIC in the service profile. Instead, CiscoUCSManager schedules a second deployment
and reboot of the server.

Association of Service Profile Can Exceed Boundaries of Maintenance Window

After Cisco UCSManager begins the association of the service profile, the scheduler and maintenance policy
do not have any control over the procedure. If the service profile association does not complete within the
allotted maintenance window, the process continues until it is completed. For example, this can occur if the
association does not complete in time because of retried stages or other issues.

Cannot Specify Order of Pending Activities

Scheduled deployments run in parallel and independently. You cannot specify the order in which the
deployments occur. You also cannot make the deployment of one service profile change dependent upon the
completion of another.
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PurposeCommand or Action

Cisco UCS Manager immediately reboots the server
affected by the pending activity.

The following example shows how to apply pending changes for a service profile called accounting:
�8�&�6���$���V�F�R�S�H�R�U�J��
�8�&�6���$���R�U�J�� �V�F�R�S�H�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J
�8�&�6���$���R�U�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�� �D�S�S�O�\�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H
�8�&�6���$���R�U�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�I�L�O�H��
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C H A P T E R  27
Configuring Service Profiles

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Service Profiles that Inherit Server Identity, page 375

• Service Profiles that Override Server Identity, page 376

• Service Profile Templates, page 377

• Guidelines and Recommendations for Service Profiles, page 377

• Creating a Service Profile Template, page 378

• Creating a Service Profile Instance from a Service Profile Template, page 380

• Creating a Hardware Based Service Profile, page 381

• Configuring a vNIC for a Service Profile, page 384

• Configuring a vHBA for a Service Profile, page 386

• Configuring a Local Disk for a Service Profile, page 387

• Configuring Serial over LAN for a Service Profile, page 388

• Service Profile Boot Definition Configuration, page 389

• Associating a Service Profile with a Blade Server or Server Pool, page 395

• Associating a Service Profile with a Rack Server, page 395

• Disassociating a Service Profile from a Server or Server Pool, page 396

• Resetting the UUID Assigned to a Service Profile from a Pool in a Service Profile Template, page 397

• Resetting the MAC Address Assigned to a vNIC from a Pool in a Service Profile Template, page 397

• Resetting the WWPN Assigned to a vHBA from a Pool in a Service Profile Template, page 398

Service Profiles that Inherit Server Identity
This hardware-based service profile is the simplest to use and create. This profile uses the default values in
the server and mimics the management of a rack-mounted server. It is tied to a specific server and cannot be
moved or migrated to another server.
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You do not need to create pools or configuration policies to use this service profile.

This service profile inherits and applies the identity and configuration information that is present at the time
of association, such as the following:

• MAC addresses for the two NICs

• For a converged network adapter or a virtual interface card, the WWN addresses for the two HBAs

• BIOS versions

• Server UUID

The server identity and configuration information inherited through this service profile may not be the
values burned into the server hardware at manufacture if those values were changed before this profile is
associated with the server.

Important

Service Profiles that Override Server Identity
This type of service profile provides the maximum amount of flexibility and control. This profile allows you
to override the identity values that are on the server at the time of association and use the resource pools and
policies set up in Cisco UCS Manager to automate some administration tasks.

You can disassociate this service profile from one server and then associate it with another server. This
re-association can be done either manually or through an automated server pool policy. The burned-in settings,
such as UUID and MAC address, on the new server are overwritten with the configuration in the service
profile. As a result, the change in server is transparent to your network. You do not need to reconfigure any
component or application on your network to begin using the new server.

This profile allows you to take advantage of and manage system resources through resource pools and policies,
such as the following:

• Virtualized identity information, including pools of MAC addresses, WWN addresses, and UUIDs

• Ethernet and Fibre Channel adapter profile policies

• Firmware package policies

• Operating system boot order policies

Unless the service profile contains power management policies, a server pool qualification policy, or another
policy that requires a specific hardware configuration, the profile can be used for any type of server in the
Cisco UCS instance.

You can associate these service profiles with either a rack-mount server or a blade server. The ability to
migrate the service profile depends upon whether you choose to restrict migration of the service profile.

If you choose not to restrict migration, Cisco UCS Manager does not perform any compatibility checks
on the new server before migrating the existing service profile. If the hardware of both servers are not
similar, the association may fail.

Note
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C H A P T E R  28
Managing Power in Cisco UCS

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Power Management in Cisco UCS , page 401

• Rack Server Power Management, page 401

• Power Management Precautions, page 401

• Configuring the Power Policy, page 402

• Configuring the Global Cap Policy, page 403

• Configuring Policy-Driven Chassis Group Power Capping, page 403

• Configuring Manual Blade-Level Power Capping, page 407

Power Management in Cisco UCS
You can manage power through Cisco UCS Manager by configuring any of the following features:

• Power supply redundancy for all chassis in a Cisco UCS instance

• Policy-driven chassis-level power capping

• Manual blade-level power capping

Rack Server Power Management
Power capping is not supported for rack servers.

Power Management Precautions
If the CIMC is reset, the power monitoring functions of Cisco UCS become briefly unavailable for as long
as it takes for the CIMC to reboot. While this usually only takes 20 seconds, there is a possibility that the peak
power cap could be exceeded during that time. To avoid exceeding the configured power cap in a very low
power-capped environment, consider staggering the rebooting or activation of CIMCs.
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Each time a service profile is associated or disassociated, UCS Manager recalculates the power allotment for
each blade server within the chassis. If necessary, power from lower-priority service profiles is redistributed
to higher-priority service profiles.

UCS power groups cap power in less than one second in order to safely protect data center circuit breakers.
A blade must stay at its cap for 20 seconds before the chassis power distribution is optimized. This is
intentionally carried out over a slower timescale to prevent reacting to transient spikes in demand.

The system reserves enough power to boot a server in each slot, even if that slot is empty. This reserved
power cannot be leveraged by servers requiring more power. Blades that fail to comply with the power
cap are penalized or shut down.

Note

Power Groups
A power group is a set of chassis that all draw power from the same power distribution unit (PDU). In Cisco
UCS Manager, you can create power groups that include one or more chassis and then set a peak power cap
in AC watts for that power grouping.

Instituting power capping at the chassis level requires the following:

• IOM, CIMC, and BIOS version 1.4 or higher

• 2 PSUs

The peak power cap is a static value that represents the maximum power available to all blade servers within
a given power group. If you add or remove a blade from a power group, but do not manually modify the peak
power value, the power group adjusts the peak power cap to accommodate the basic power-on requirements
of all blades within that power group.

A minimum of 3788 ACwatts should be set for each chassis. This converts to 3400 watts of DC power, which
is the minimum amount of power required to power a fully-populated chassis.

If insufficient power is available, Cisco UCS Manager raises an alert.

Once a chassis is added to a power group, every service profile associated with that chassis also becomes part
of that power group. Similarly, if you add a new blade to a chassis, that blade inherently becomes part of the
chassis' power group.

Creating a power group is not the same as creating a server pool. However, you can populate a server pool
with members of the same power group by creating a power qualifier and adding it to server pool policy.

Note

Creating a Power Group

Before You Begin

Make sure the global power allocation policy is set to Policy Driven Chassis Group Cap.
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P A R T  VI
VN-Link Configuration
• Overview of VN-Link in Cisco UCS, page 413

• Configuring VN-Link Components and Connectivity, page 419

• Configuring Distributed Virtual Switches in Cisco UCS, page 427

• Configuring Port Profiles, page 439

• Configuring VN-Link Related Policies, page 447

• Managing Pending Deletions, page 453





C H A P T E R  29
Overview of VN-Link in Cisco UCS

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Virtualization with a Virtual Interface Card Adapter, page 413

• Configuring Cisco UCS for VN-Link in Hardware, page 416

Virtualization with a Virtual Interface Card Adapter
Virtual interface card (VIC) adapters support virtualized environments with VMware. These environments
support the standard VMware integration with ESX installed on the server and all virtual machine management
performed through the VMware vCenter.

This virtualized adapter supports the following:

• Dynamic vNICs in a virtualized environment with VM software, such as vSphere. This solution enables
you to divide a single physical blade server into multiple logical PCIE instances.

• Static vNICs in a single operating system installed on a server.

With a VIC adapter, the solution you choose determines how communication works. This type of adapter
supports the following communication solutions:

• Cisco VN-Link in hardware, which is a hardware-based method of handling traffic to and from a virtual
machine. Details of how to configure this solution are available in this document.

• Cisco VN-Link in software, which is a software-based method of handling traffic to and from a virtual
machine and uses the Nexus 1000v virtual switch. Details of how to configure this solution are available
in the Nexus 1000v documentation.

• Single operating system installed on the server without virtualization, which uses the same methods of
handling traffic as the other Cisco UCS adapters.

Cisco VN-Link
Cisco Virtual Network Link (VN-Link) is a set of features and capabilities that enable you to individually
identify, configure, monitor, migrate, and diagnose virtual machine interfaces in a way that is consistent with
the current network operation models for physical servers. VN-Link literally indicates the creation of a logical
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link between a vNIC on a virtual machine and a Cisco UCS fabric interconnect. This mapping is the logical
equivalent of using a cable to connect a NIC with a network port on an access-layer switch.

VN-Link in Hardware
Cisco VN-Link in hardware is a hardware-based method of handling traffic to and from a virtual machine on
a server with a VIC adapter. This method is sometimes referred to as pass-through switching. This solution
replaces software-based switching with ASIC-based hardware switching and improves performance.

The distributed virtual switch (DVS) framework delivers VN-Link in hardware features and capabilities for
virtual machines on Cisco UCS servers with VIC adapters. This approach provides an end-to-end network
solution to meet the new requirements created by server virtualization.

With VN-Link in hardware, all traffic to and from a virtual machine passes through the DVS and the hypervisor.
and then returns to the virtual machine on the server. Switching occurs in the fabric interconnect (hardware).
As a result, network policies can be applied to traffic between virtual machines. This capability provides
consistency between physical and virtual servers.

The following figure shows the traffic paths taken by VM traffic on a Cisco UCS server with a VIC adapter:

Figure 2: Traffic Paths for VM traffic with VN-Link in Hardware

Extension File for Communication with VMware vCenter

For Cisco UCS instances that use VIC adapters to implement VN-Link in hardware, you must create and
install an extension file to establish the relationship and communications between Cisco UCS Manager and
the VMware vCenter. This extension file is an XML file that contains vital information, including the following:

• Extension key

• Public SSL certificate

If you need to have two Cisco UCS instances share the same set of distributed virtual switches in a vCenter,
you can create a custom extension key and import the same SSL certificate in the Cisco UCS Manager for
each Cisco UCS instance.
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Extension Key

The extension key includes the identity of the Cisco UCS instance. By default, this key has the value Cisco
UCS GUID, as this value is identical across both fabric interconnects in a cluster configuration.

When you install the extension, vCenter uses the extension key to create a distributed virtual switch (DVS).

Public SSL Certificate

Cisco UCS Manager generates a default, self-signed SSL certificate to support communication with vCenter.
You can also provide your own custom certificate.

Custom Extension Files

You can create a custom extension file for a Cisco UCS instance that does not use either or both of the default
extension key or SSL certificate. For example, you can create the same custom key in two different Cisco
UCS instances when they are managed by the same VMware vCenter instance.

You cannot change an extension key that is being used by a DVS or vCenter. If you want to use a custom
extension key, we recommend that you create and register the custom key before you create the DVS in
Cisco UCS Manager to avoid any possibility of having to delete and recreate the associated DVS.

Important

Distributed Virtual Switches

Each VMware ESX host has its own software-based virtual switch (vSwitch) in its hypervisor that performs
the switching operations between its virtual machines (VMs). The Cisco UCS distributed virtual switch (DVS)
is a software-based virtual switch that runs alongside the vSwitch in the ESX hypervisor, and can be distributed
across multiple ESX hosts. Unlike vSwitch, which uses its own local port configuration, a DVS associated
with multiple ESX hosts uses the same port configuration across all ESX hosts.

After associating an ESX host to a DVS, you can migrate existing VMs from the vSwitch to the DVS, and
you can create VMs to use the DVS instead of the vSwitch.With the hardware-based VN-Link implementation,
when a VM uses the DVS, all VM traffic passes through the DVS and ASIC-based switching is performed
by the fabric interconnect.

In Cisco UCS Manager, DVSes are organized in the following hierarchy:

�Y�&�H�Q�W�H�U
�)�R�O�G�H�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�'�D�W�D�F�H�Q�W�H�U
�)�R�O�G�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

�'�9�6

At the top of the hierarchy is the vCenter, which represents a VMware vCenter instance. Each vCenter contains
one or more datacenters, and optionally vCenter folders with which you can organize the datacenters. Each
datacenter contains one or more required datacenter folders. Datacenter folders contain the DVSes.

Port Profiles

Port profiles contain the properties and settings used to configure virtual interfaces in Cisco UCS for VN-Link
in hardware. The port profiles are created and administered in Cisco UCSManager. There is no clear visibility
into the properties of a port profile from VMware vCenter.
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In VMware vCenter, a port profile is represented as a port group. Cisco UCSManager pushes the port profile
names to vCenter, which displays the names as port groups. None of the specific networking properties or
settings in the port profile are visible in VMware vCenter.

After a port profile is created, assigned to, and actively used by one or more DVSes, any changes made to the
networking properties of the port profile in Cisco UCS Manager are immediately applied to those DVSes.

You must configure at least one port profile client for a port profile, if you want Cisco UCS Manager to push
the port profile to VMware vCenter.

Port Profile Clients

The port profile client determines the DVSes to which a port profile is applied. By default, the port profile
client specifies that the associated port profile applies to all DVSes in the vCenter. However, you can configure
the client to apply the port profile to all DVSes in a specific datacenter or datacenter folder, or only to one
DVS.

VN-Link in Hardware Considerations
How you configure a Cisco UCS instance for VN-Link in hardware has several dependencies. The information
you need to consider before you configure VN-Link in hardware includes the following:

• A Cisco UCS instance can have a maximum of 4 vCenters

• Each vCenter can have a maximum of 8 distributed virtual switches

• Each distributed virtual switch can have a maximum of 4096 ports

• Each port profile can have a maximum of 4096 ports

• Each Cisco UCS instance can have a maximum of 256 port profiles

The VMware DVS implementation requires that you configure and connect a maximum of two uplinks.
To fulfill this configuration requirement, you must create a maximum of two static vNICs in Cisco UCS
Manager. These static vNICs only exist to fulfill the VMware vCenter uplinks requirement and do not
forward any data traffic.

VMware vCenter cannot support more than two uplinks. If you attempt to create and configure a third
static vNIC for VMware vCenter, a configuration error is reported.

Note

Configuring Cisco UCS for VN-Link in Hardware
You must perform some of the following high-level steps in the VMware Virtual Center (vCenter). For more
information about those steps, see the VMware documentation.

   Cisco UCS Manager CLI Configuration Guide, Release 1.4
416 OL-24088-03  

Configuring Cisco UCS for VN-Link in Hardware



Procedure

PurposeCommand or Action

For more information, see the following chapter: Configuring
VN-Link Components and Connectivity, on page 419.

Configure the VN-Link
components and connectivity.

Step 1

For more information, see the VMware documentation.In VMware vCenter, create a
vCenter and datacenter.

Step 2

To create a distributed virtual switch (DVS), you must first
create a vCenter, a datacenter under the vCenter, and a

In Cisco UCS Manager create
distributed virtual switches.

Step 3

datacenter folder under the datacenter. You can then create a
DVS in the datacenter folder. The vCenter name you specify
in Cisco UCS Manager does not need to match the vCenter
name specified in VMware vCenter; however, the datacenter
name you specify in Cisco UCS Manager must match the
datacenter name specified in VMware vCenter. The datacenter
folder and DVS you create in Cisco UCS Manager are pushed
to VMware vCenter. For more information, see the following
chapter: Configuring Distributed Virtual Switches in Cisco
UCS, on page 427.

The port profiles are pushed to their clients in VMware vCenter.
They appear in VMware vCenter as port groups, not port

In CiscoUCSManager, create the
port profile and profile clients.

Step 4

profiles. For more information, see the following chapter:
Configuring Port Profiles, on page 439.

Configure the ESX host with the option to migrate to PTS/DVS.In VMware vCenter, add an ESX
host to the DVS.

Step 5

As part of this configuration, ensure you select the port profiles
(port groups) configured in Cisco UCS Manager.

In vCenter, create the virtual
machines required for the VMs
on the server.

Step 6
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C H A P T E R  31
Configuring Distributed Virtual Switches in Cisco
UCS

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Distributed Virtual Switches, page 427

• Configuring a Distributed Virtual Switch, page 428

• Managing Distributed Virtual Switches, page 429

Distributed Virtual Switches
Each VMware ESX host has its own software-based virtual switch (vSwitch) in its hypervisor that performs
the switching operations between its virtual machines (VMs). The Cisco UCS distributed virtual switch (DVS)
is a software-based virtual switch that runs alongside the vSwitch in the ESX hypervisor, and can be distributed
across multiple ESX hosts. Unlike vSwitch, which uses its own local port configuration, a DVS associated
with multiple ESX hosts uses the same port configuration across all ESX hosts.

After associating an ESX host to a DVS, you can migrate existing VMs from the vSwitch to the DVS, and
you can create VMs to use the DVS instead of the vSwitch.With the hardware-based VN-Link implementation,
when a VM uses the DVS, all VM traffic passes through the DVS and ASIC-based switching is performed
by the fabric interconnect.

In Cisco UCS Manager, DVSes are organized in the following hierarchy:

�Y�&�H�Q�W�H�U
�)�R�O�G�H�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�'�D�W�D�F�H�Q�W�H�U
�)�R�O�G�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

�'�9�6

At the top of the hierarchy is the vCenter, which represents a VMware vCenter instance. Each vCenter contains
one or more datacenters, and optionally vCenter folders with which you can organize the datacenters. Each
datacenter contains one or more required datacenter folders. Datacenter folders contain the DVSes.
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C H A P T E R  32
Configuring Port Profiles

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Port Profiles, page 439

• Port Profile Clients, page 439

• Configuring a Port Profile, page 440

• Deleting a Port Profile, page 442

• Adding a Named VLAN to a Port Profile, page 442

• Deleting a Named VLAN from a Port Profile, page 443

• Adding a Port Profile Client to a Port Profile, page 444

• Deleting a Port Profile Client from a Port Profile, page 446

Port Profiles
Port profiles contain the properties and settings used to configure virtual interfaces in Cisco UCS for VN-Link
in hardware. The port profiles are created and administered in Cisco UCSManager. There is no clear visibility
into the properties of a port profile from VMware vCenter.

In VMware vCenter, a port profile is represented as a port group. Cisco UCSManager pushes the port profile
names to vCenter, which displays the names as port groups. None of the specific networking properties or
settings in the port profile are visible in VMware vCenter.

After a port profile is created, assigned to, and actively used by one or more DVSes, any changes made to the
networking properties of the port profile in Cisco UCS Manager are immediately applied to those DVSes.

You must configure at least one port profile client for a port profile, if you want Cisco UCS Manager to push
the port profile to VMware vCenter.

Port Profile Clients
The port profile client determines the DVSes to which a port profile is applied. By default, the port profile
client specifies that the associated port profile applies to all DVSes in the vCenter. However, you can configure
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C H A P T E R  33
Configuring VN-Link Related Policies

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Configuring Dynamic vNIC Connection Policies, page 447

• Configuring the VM Lifecycle Policy, page 449

• Viewing Dynamic vNIC Properties in a VM, page 450

Configuring Dynamic vNIC Connection Policies

Dynamic vNIC Connection Policy
This policy determines how the VN-link connectivity between VMs and dynamic vNICs is configured. This
policy is required for Cisco UCS instances that include servers with virtual interface card adapters on which
you have installed VMs and configured dynamic vNICs.

If you Vmotion a server that is configured with dynamic vNICs, the dynamic interface used by the vNICs
fails and Cisco UCS Manager raises a fault to notify you of that failure.

When the server comes back up, Cisco UCS Manager assigns new dynamic vNICs to the server. If you
are monitoring traffic on the dynamic vNIC, you must reconfigure the monitoring source.

Note

Each Dynamic vNIC connection policy must include an adapter policy and designate the number of vNICs
that can be configured for any server associated with a service profile that includes the policy.
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The following example displays the properties of a dynamic vNIC in a VM:
�6�Z�L�W�F�K���$���V�F�R�S�H�V�\�V�W�H�P
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C H A P T E R  34
Managing Pending Deletions

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Pending Deletions for VN-Link Tasks, page 453

• Viewing Pending Deletions, page 454

• Viewing Properties for a Pending Deletion, page 454

• Deleting a Pending Deletion, page 455

• Changing Properties for a Pending Deletion, page 455

Pending Deletions for VN-Link Tasks
When you delete a DVS from Cisco UCS Manager, either explicitly or by deleting any parent object in the
hierarchy, Cisco UCS Manager initiates a connection with VMware vCenter to start the process of deleting
the DVS. Until the DVS is successfully deleted from VMware vCenter, Cisco UCS Manager places the DVS
in a pending deletion list.

However, Cisco UCS Manager cannot successfully delete a DVS from VMware vCenter if certain situations
occur, including the following:

• VMware vCenter database was corrupted

• VMware vCenter was uninstalled

• The IP address for VMware vCenter was changed

If the DVS cannot be successfully deleted from VMware vCenter, the DVS remains in the pending deletion
list until the pending deletion is deleted in Cisco UCS Manager or the properties for that pending deletion are
changed in a way that allows the DVS to be successfully deleted from VMware vCenter. When you delete a
pending deletion, the DVS is deleted from Cisco UCS Manager but is not deleted from VMware vCenter. If
the DVS remains in VMware vCenter, you must delete the DVS manually.

You can view the pending deletion list, delete a pending deletion, or change the properties for a pending
deletion in Cisco UCS Manager. For example, you can correct the VMware vCenter IP address for a pending
deletion so that Cisco UCSManager can successfully initiate a connection and delete the DVS from VMware
vCenter. You cannot cancel the deletion of a DVS from Cisco UCS Manager.
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P A R T  VII
System Management
• Managing Time Zones, page 459

• Managing the Chassis, page 463

• Managing Blade Servers, page 469

• Managing Rack-Mount Servers, page 479

• Managing the I/O Modules, page 489

• Backing Up and Restoring the Configuration, page 491

• Recovering a Lost Password, page 505













C H A P T E R  36
Managing the Chassis

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Guidelines for Removing and Decommissioning Chassis, page 463

• Acknowledging a Chassis, page 464

• Decommissioning a Chassis, page 464

• Removing a Chassis, page 465

• Recommissioning a Chassis, page 465

• Renumbering a Chassis, page 466

• Toggling the Locator LED, page 468

Guidelines for Removing and Decommissioning Chassis
Consider the following guidelines when deciding whether to remove or decommission a chassis using Cisco
UCS Manager:

Decommissioning a Chassis

Decommissioning is performed when a chassis is physically present and connected but you want to temporarily
remove it from the configuration. Because it is expected that a decommissioned chassis will be eventually
recommissioned, a portion of the chassis' information is retained by Cisco UCS Manager for future use.

Removing a Chassis

Removing is performed when you physically remove a chassis from the system. Once the physical removal
of the chassis is completed, the configuration for that chassis can be removed in Cisco UCS Manager.

You cannot remove a chassis from Cisco UCS Manager if it is physically present and connected.Note

If you need to add a removed chassis back to the configuration, it must be reconnected and then rediscovered.
During rediscovery Cisco UCS Manager will assign the chassis a new ID that may be different from ID that
it held before.
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C H A P T E R  37
Managing Blade Servers

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Blade Server Management, page 469

• Guidelines for Removing and Decommissioning Blade Servers, page 470

• Booting a Blade Server, page 470

• Shutting Down a Blade Server, page 471

• Power Cycling a Blade Server, page 472

• Performing a Hard Reset on a Blade Server, page 472

• Acknowledging a Blade Server, page 473

• Removing a Blade Server from a Chassis, page 473

• Decommissioning a Blade Server, page 474

• Turning On the Locator LED for a Blade Server, page 474

• Turning Off the Locator LED for a Blade Server, page 475

• Resetting the CMOS for a Blade Server, page 475

• Resetting the CIMC for a Blade Server, page 476

• Recovering the Corrupt BIOS on a Blade Server, page 476

Blade Server Management
You can manage and monitor all blade servers in a Cisco UCS instance through Cisco UCS Manager. Some
blade server management tasks, such as changes to the power state, can be performed from the server and
service profile.

The remaining management tasks can only be performed on the server.

If a blade server slot in a chassis is empty, Cisco UCS Manager provides information, errors, and faults for
that slot. You can also reacknowledge the slot to resolve server mismatch errors and to have Cisco UCS
Manager rediscover the blade server in the slot.
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C H A P T E R  38
Managing Rack-Mount Servers

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Rack-Mount Server Management, page 479

• Guidelines for Removing and Decommissioning Rack-Mount Servers, page 480

• Booting a Rack-Mount Server, page 480

• Shutting Down a Rack-Mount Server, page 481

• Power Cycling a Rack-Mount Server, page 482

• Performing a Hard Reset on a Rack-Mount Server, page 482

• Acknowledging a Rack-Mount Server, page 483

• Decommissioning a Rack-Mount Server, page 483

• Removing a Rack-Mount Server, page 484

• Turning On the Locator LED for a Rack-Mount Server, page 484

• Turning Off the Locator LED for a Rack-Mount Server, page 485

• Resetting the CMOS for a Rack-Mount Server, page 485

• Resetting the CIMC for a Rack-Mount Server, page 486

• Recovering the Corrupt BIOS on a Rack-Mount Server, page 486

• Showing the Status for a Rack-Mount Server, page 487

Rack-Mount Server Management
You can manage and monitor all rack-mount servers that have been integrated with a Cisco UCS instance
through Cisco UCSManager. All management and monitoring features are supported for rack-mount servers
except power capping. Some rack-mount server management tasks, such as changes to the power state, can
be performed from both the server and service profile. The remainingmanagement tasks can only be performed
on the server.

Cisco UCSManager provides information, errors, and faults for each rack-mount server that it has discovered.
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For information about how to integrate a supported CiscoUCS rack-mount server with CiscoUCSManager,
see the hardware installation guide for that server.

Tip

Guidelines for Removing and Decommissioning Rack-Mount Servers
Consider the following guidelines when deciding whether to remove or decommission a rack-mount server
using Cisco UCS Manager:

Decommissioning a Rack-Mount server

Decommissioning is performed when a rack-mount server is physically present and connected but you want
to temporarily remove it from the configuration. Because it is expected that a decommissioned rack-mount
server will be eventually recommissioned, a portion of the server's information is retained by Cisco UCS
Manager for future use.

Removing a Rack-Mount server

Removing is performed when you physically remove the server from the system by disconnecting the
rack-mount server from the fabric extender. You cannot remove a rack-mount server fromCisco UCSManager
if it is physically present and connected to the fabric extender. Once the rack-mount server is disconnected,
the configuration for that rack-mount server can be removed in Cisco UCS Manager.

During removal, management interfaces are disconnected, all entries from databases are removed, and the
server is automatically removed from any server pools that it was assigned to during discovery.

Only those servers added to a server pool automatically during discovery will be removed automatically.
Servers that have been manually added to a server pool have to be removed manually.

Note

If you need to add a removed rack-mount server back to the configuration, it must be reconnected and then
rediscovered.When a server is reintroduced to Cisco UCSManager it is treated like a new server and is subject
to the deep discovery process. For this reason, it's possible that Cisco UCS Manager will assign the server a
new ID that may be different from the ID that it held before.

Booting a Rack-Mount Server

Before You Begin

Associate a service profile with a rack-mount server.
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C H A P T E R  41
Recovering a Lost Password

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Password Recovery for the Admin Account, page 505

• Determining the Leadership Role of a Fabric Interconnect, page 506

• Recovering the Admin Account Password in a Standalone Configuration, page 506

• Recovering the Admin Account Password in a Cluster Configuration, page 507

Password Recovery for the Admin Account
The admin account is the system administrator or superuser account. If an administrator loses the password
to this account, you can have a serious security issue. As a result, the procedure to recover the password for
the admin account requires you to power cycle all fabric interconnects in a Cisco UCS instance.

When you recover the password for the admin account, you actually change the password for that account.
You cannot retrieve the original password for that account.

You can reset the password for all other local accounts through Cisco UCS Manager. However, you must log
in to Cisco UCS Manager with an account that includes aaa or admin privileges.

This procedure requires you to power down all fabric interconnects in a Cisco UCS instance. As a result,
all data transmission in the instance is stopped until you restart the fabric interconnects.

Caution
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Example:
�O�R�D�G�H�U�! �E�R�R�W���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K���X�F�V�������������N�����N�L�F�N�V�W�D�U�W���������������1�������������������J�E�L�Q

Step 6 Enter config terminal mode.
�)�D�E�U�L�F���E�R�R�W�����F�R�Q�I�L�J�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O

Step 7 Reset the admin password.
�)�D�E�U�L�F���E�R�R�W�����F�R�Q�I�L�J�����D�G�P�L�Q���S�D�V�V�Z�R�U�G�S�D�V�V�Z�R�U�G

Choose a strong password that includes at least one capital letter and one number. The password cannot be
blank.

The new password displays in clear text mode.

Step 8 Exit config terminal mode and return to the boot prompt.
Step 9 Boot the system firmware version on the primary fabric interconnect.

�)�D�E�U�L�F���E�R�R�W�����O�R�D�G���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K��
�V�\�V�W�H�P�B�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H�B�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q

Example:
�)�D�E�U�L�F���E�R�R�W�����O�R�D�G���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K���X�F�V�������������N�����V�\�V�W�H�P���������������1���������������������E�L�Q

Step 10 After the system image loads, log in to Cisco UCS Manager.
Step 11 In the console for the subordinate fabric interconnect, do the following to bring it up:

a) Boot the kernel firmware version on the subordinate fabric interconnect.
�O�R�D�G�H�U�! �E�R�R�W���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K��
�N�H�U�Q�H�O�B�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H�B�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q

b) Boot the system firmware version on the subordinate fabric interconnect.
�)�D�E�U�L�F���E�R�R�W�����O�R�D�G���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�E�O�H�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K��
�V�\�V�W�H�P�B�I�L�U�P�Z�D�U�H�B�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q
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P A R T  VIII
System Monitoring
• Monitoring Traffic, page 513

• Monitoring Hardware, page 523

• Configuring Statistics-Related Policies, page 527

• Configuring Call Home, page 543

• Managing the System Event Log, page 565

• Configuring Settings for Faults, Events, and Logs, page 573





C H A P T E R  42
Monitoring Traffic

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Traffic Monitoring, page 513

• Guidelines and Recommendations for Traffic Monitoring, page 514

• Creating a Traffic Monitoring Session, page 515

• Adding Traffic Sources to the Monitoring Session, page 516

• Activating a Traffic Monitoring Session, page 520

• Deleting a Traffic Monitoring Session, page 521

Traffic Monitoring
Traffic monitoring copies traffic from one or more sources and sends the copied traffic to a dedicated destination
port for analysis by a network analyzer. This feature is also known as Switched Port Analyzer (SPAN).

Type of Session

When you create a traffic monitoring session, you can choose either an Ethernet or Fibre Channel destination
port to receive the traffic. The type of destination port determines the type of session, which in turn determines
the types of available traffic sources. For an Ethernet traffic monitoring session, the destination port must be
an unconfigured physical port. For a Fibre Channel traffic monitoring session, the destination port must be a
Fibre Channel uplink port.

Traffic Sources

An Ethernet traffic monitoring session can monitor any of the following traffic sources:

• Uplink Ethernet port

• Ethernet port channel

• VLAN

• Service profile vNIC

• Service profile vHBA
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• FCoE port

• Port channels

• Server port

A Fibre Channel traffic monitoring session can monitor any of the following traffic sources:

• Uplink Fibre Channel port

• SAN port channel

• VSAN

• Service profile vHBA

• Fibre Channel storage port

Guidelines and Recommendations for Traffic Monitoring
When configuring or activating traffic monitoring, consider the following guidelines:

• You can create and store up to 16 traffic monitoring sessions, but only two can be active at the same
time.

• A traffic monitoring session is disabled by default when created. To begin monitoring traffic, you must
activate the session.

• To monitor traffic from a server, add all vNICs from the service profile corresponding to the server.

• To monitor traffic from a VM, you must first determine the identity of the dynamic vNIC assigned to
the VM. Follow the procedure in to find the vNIC and view its identity properties, then add the vNIC
as a source for the monitoring session. If you later move the VM using VMotion, a new dynamic vNIC
is assigned and you must reconfigure the monitoring source.

Viewing Dynamic vNIC Properties in a VM, on page 450

• You can monitor Fibre Channel traffic using either a Fibre Channel traffic analyzer or an Ethernet traffic
analyzer. When Fibre Channel traffic is monitored using an Ethernet traffic monitoring session, with an
Ethernet destination port, the destination traffic will be FCoE.

• Because a traffic monitoring destination is a single physical port, a traffic monitoring session can monitor
only a single fabric. To monitor uninterrupted vNIC traffic across a fabric failover, you must create two
sessions—one per fabric—and connect two analyzers. Add the vNIC as the traffic source for both
sessions.

• All traffic sources must be located within the same switch as the destination port.

• A port configured as a destination port cannot also be configured as a source port.

• A member port of a port channel cannot be configured individually as a source. If the port channel is
configured as a source, all member ports are source ports.

• A vHBA can be a source for either an Ethernet or Fibre Channel monitoring session, but it cannot be a
source for both simultaneously.

• A server port can be a source only if it is a non-virtualized rack server adapter-facing port.
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C H A P T E R  43
Monitoring Hardware

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Monitoring Management Interfaces, page 523

Monitoring Management Interfaces

Management Interfaces Monitoring Policy
This policy defines how the mgmt0 Ethernet interface on the fabric interconnect should be monitored. If Cisco
UCS detects a management interface failure, a failure report is generated. If the configured number of failure
reports is reached, the system assumes that the management interface is unavailable and generates a fault. By
default, the management interfaces monitoring policy is disabled.

If the affected management interface belongs to a fabric interconnect which is the managing instance, Cisco
UCS confirms that the subordinate fabric interconnect's status is up, that there are no current failure reports
logged against it, and then modifies the managing instance for the end-points.

If the affected fabric interconnect is currently the primary inside of a high availability setup, a failover of the
management plane is triggered. The data plane is not affected by this failover.

You can set the following properties related to monitoring the management interface:

• Type of mechanism used to monitor the management interface.

• Interval at which the management interface's status is monitored.

• Maximum number of monitoring attempts that can fail before the system assumes that the management
is unavailable and generates a fault message.
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C H A P T E R  44
Configuring Statistics-Related Policies

This chapter includes the following sections:

• Statistics Collection Policies, page 527

• Statistics Threshold Policies, page 528

Statistics Collection Policies

Statistics Collection Policy
A statistics collection policy defines how frequently statistics are to be collected (collection interval) and how
frequently the statistics are to be reported (reporting interval). Reporting intervals are longer than collection
intervals so that multiple statistical data points can be collected during the reporting interval, which provides
Cisco UCS Manager with sufficient data to calculate and report minimum, maximum, and average values.

For NIC statistics, Cisco UCS Manager displays the average, minimum, and maximum of the change since
the last collection of statistics. If the values are 0, there has been no change since the last collection.

Statistics can be collected and reported for the following five functional areas of the Cisco UCS system:

• Adapter—statistics related to the adapters

• Chassis—statistics related to the blade chassis

• Host—this policy is a placeholder for future support

• Port—statistics related to the ports, including server ports, uplink Ethernet ports, and uplink Fibre
Channel ports

• Server—statistics related to servers

Cisco UCS Manager has one default statistics collection policy for each of the five functional areas. You
cannot create additional statistics collection policies and you cannot delete the existing default policies.
You can only modify the default policies.

Note
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Cisco UCS delivers Call Home messages in the following formats:

• Short text format which provides a one or two line description of the fault that is suitable for pagers or
printed reports.

• Full text format which provides fully formatted message with detailed information that is suitable for
human reading.

• XMLmachine readable format that uses Extensible Markup Language (XML) and Adaptive Messaging
Language (AML)XML schema definition (XSD). TheAMLXSD is published on the Cisco.comwebsite.
The XML format enables communication with the Cisco Systems Technical Assistance Center.

For information about the faults that can trigger Call Home email alerts, see the �&�L�V�F�R�8�&�6�)�D�X�O�W�V�D�Q�G�(�U�U�R�U
�0�H�V�V�D�J�H�V�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H.
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The following figure shows the flow of events after a Cisco UCS is triggered in a system with Call Home
configured:

Figure 4: Flow of Events after a Fault is Triggered

Call Home Considerations and Guidelines
How you configure Call Home depends on how you intend to use the feature. The information you need to
consider before you configure Call Home includes the following:
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Destination Profile

You must configure at least one destination profile. The destination profile or profiles that you use depend
upon whether the receiving entity is a pager, email, or automated service such as Cisco Smart Call Home.

If the destination profile uses email message delivery, you must specify a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol
(SMTP) server when you configure Call Home.

Contact Information

The contact email, phone, and street address information should be configured so that the receiver can determine
the origin of messages received from the Cisco UCS instance.

Cisco Smart Call Home sends the registration email to this email address after you send a system inventory
to begin the registration process.

IP Connectivity to Email Server or HTTP Server

The fabric interconnect must have IP connectivity to an email server or the destination HTTP server. In a
cluster configuration, both fabric interconnects must have IP connectivity. This connectivity ensures that the
current, active fabric interconnect can send Call Home email messages. The source of these email messages
is always the IP address of a fabric interconnect. The virtual IP address assigned Cisco UCS Manager in a
cluster configuration is never the source of the email.

Smart Call Home

If Cisco Smart Call Home is used, the following are required:

• An active service contract must cover the device being configured

• The customer ID associated with the Smart Call Home configuration in Cisco UCS must be the CCO
(Cisco.com) account name associated with a support contract that includes Smart Call Home

Cisco UCS Faults and Call Home Severity Levels
Because Call Home is present across several Cisco product lines, Call Home has developed its own standardized
severity levels. The following table describes how the underlying Cisco UCS fault levels map to the Call
Home severity levels. You need to understand this mapping when you configure the Level setting for Call
Home profiles.

Table 14: Mapping of Faults and Call Home Severity Levels

Call Home MeaningCisco UCS FaultCall Home Severity

Network-wide catastrophic failure.N/A(9) Catastrophic

Significant network impact.N/A(8) Disaster

System is unusable.N/A(7) Fatal

Critical conditions, immediate attention
needed.

Critical(6) Critical
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Call Home MeaningCisco UCS FaultCall Home Severity

Major conditions.Major(5) Major

Minor conditions.Minor(4) Minor

Warning conditions.Warning(3) Warning

Basic notifications and informational
messages. Possibly independently
insignificant.

Info(2) Notification

Normal event, signifying a return to normal
state.

Clear(1) Normal

Debugging messages.N/A(0) debug

Cisco Smart Call Home
Cisco Smart Call Home is a web application which leverages the Call Home feature of Cisco UCS. Smart
Call Home offers proactive diagnostics and real-time email alerts of critical system events, which results in
higher network availability and increased operational efficiency. Smart Call Home is a secure connected
service offered by Cisco Unified Computing Support Service and Cisco Unified Computing Mission Critical
Support Service for Cisco UCS.

Using Smart Call Home requires the following:Note

• A CCO ID associated with a corresponding Cisco Unified Computing Support Service or Cisco
Unified Computing Mission Critical Support Service contract for your company.

• Cisco Unified Computing Support Service or Cisco Unified Computing Mission Critical Support
Service for the device to be registered.

You can configure and register Cisco UCSManager to send Smart Call Home email alerts to either the Smart
Call Home System or the secure Transport Gateway. Email alerts sent to the secure Transport Gateway are
forwarded to the Smart Call Home System using HTTPS.

For security reasons, we recommend using the Transport Gateway option. The Transport Gateway can be
downloaded from Cisco.

Note

To configure Smart Call Home, you must do the following:

• Enable the Smart Call Home feature.

• Configure the contact information.

• Configure the email information.
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C H A P T E R  46
Managing the System Event Log

This chapter includes the following sections:

• System Event Log, page 565

• Viewing the System Event Log for a Server, page 566

• Configuring the SEL Policy, page 567

• Backing Up the System Event Log for a Server, page 569

• Clearing the System Event Log for a Server, page 570

System Event Log
The system event log (SEL) resides on the CIMC in NVRAM. It records most server-related events, such as
over and under voltage, temperature events, fan events, and events from BIOS. The SEL is mainly used for
troubleshooting purposes.

SEL file is approximately 40KB in size, and no further events can be recorded when it is full. It must be
cleared before additional events can be recorded.

You can use the SEL policy to backup the SEL to a remote server, and optionally clear the SEL after a backup
operation occurs. Backup operations can be triggered based on specific actions, or they can occur at regular
intervals. You can also manually backup or clear the SEL.

The backup file is automatically generated. The filename format is
sel-�6�\�V�W�H�P�1�D�P�H���&�K�D�V�V�L�V�,�'���6�H�U�Y�H�U�,�'���6�H�U�Y�H�U�6�H�U�L�D�O�1�X�P�E�H�U���7�L�P�H�V�W�D�P�S; for example,
sel-UCS-A-ch01-serv01-QCI12522939-20091121160736.
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�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �G�L�V�D�E�O�H�V�\�V�O�R�J�P�R�Q�L�W�R�U
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �H�Q�D�E�O�H�V�\�V�O�R�J�I�L�O�H
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �V�H�W�V�\�V�O�R�J�I�L�O�H�Q�D�P�H�6�\�V�0�V�J�V�8�&�6�$
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �V�H�W�V�\�V�O�R�J�I�L�O�H�O�H�Y�H�O�Q�R�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �V�H�W�V�\�V�O�R�J�I�L�O�H�V�L�]�H��������������
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �G�L�V�D�E�O�H�V�\�V�O�R�J�U�H�P�R�W�H���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H�U����
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �G�L�V�D�E�O�H�V�\�V�O�R�J�U�H�P�R�W�H���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H�U����
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �G�L�V�D�E�O�H�V�\�V�O�R�J�U�H�P�R�W�H���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H�U����
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�
�� �F�R�P�P�L�W���E�X�I�I�H�U
�8�&�6���$���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J��
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