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Information About Boot Integrity Visibility
Boot Integrity Visibility allows Cisco's platform identity and software integrity information to be visible and
actionable. Platform identity provides the platform’s manufacturing installed identity. Software integrity
exposes boot integrity measurements that can be used to assess whether the platform has booted trusted code.

During the boot process, the software creates a checksum record of each stage of the bootloader activities.

You can retrieve this record and compare it with a Cisco-certified record to verify if your software image is
genuine. If the checksum values do not match, you may be running a software image that is either not certified
by Cisco or has been altered by an unauthorized party.

Image Signing and Bootup
The Cisco build servers generate the Cisco IOS XE images. Cisco IOS XE images use the Abraxas image
signing system to sign these images securely with the Cisco private RSA keys.

When you copy the Cisco IOS XE image onto a Catalyst 9000 Series Switch, Cisco's ROMMON Boot ROM
verifies the image using Cisco release keys. These keys are public keys that correspond to the Cisco release
private key that is stored securely on the Abraxas servers. The release key is stored in the ROMMON.

Catalyst 9000 Series Switches support secure boot feature. Secure boot serves as a hardware trust anchor
which validates the ROMMON software to ensure that the ROMMON software is not tampered with.

The Cisco IOS XE image is digitally signed during the build time. An SHA-512 hash is generated over the
entire binary image file, and then the hash is encrypted with a Cisco RSA 2048-bit private key. The ROMMON
verifies the signature using the Cisco public key. If the software is not generated by a Cisco build system, the
signature verification fails. The device ROMMON rejects the image and stops booting. If the signature
verification is successfully, the device boots the image to the Cisco IOS XE runtime environment.

The ROMMON follows these steps when it verifies a signed Cisco IOS XE image during the bootup:
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1. Loads the Cisco IOS XE image into the CPU memory.

2. Examines the Cisco IOS XE package header.

3. Runs a non-secure integrity check on the image to ensure that there is no unintentional file corruption
from the disk or TFTP. This is performed using a non-cryptographic SHA-1 hash.

4. Copies the Cisco's RSA 2048-bit public release key from the ROMMON storage and validates that the
Cisco's RSA 2048-bit public release key is not tampered.

5. Extracts the Code Signing signature (SHA-512 hash) from the package header and verifies it using Cisco's
RSA 2048-bit public release key.

6. Performs the Code Signing validation by calculating the SHA-512 hash of the Cisco IOS XE package
and compares it with the Code Signing signature. The signed package is now validated.

7. Examines the Cisco IOS XE package header to validate the platform type and CPU architecture for
compatibility.

8. Extracts the Cisco IOS XE software from the Cisco IOS XE package and boots it.

In above process, step 3 is a non-cryptographic check of the image which is intended to confirm the image
against inadvertent corruption due to disk errors, file transfer errors, or copying errors. This is not part of the
image code signing. This check is not intended to detect deliberate image tampering.

Image Code Signing validation occurs in step 4, 5, and 6. This is a secure code signing check of the image
using an SHA-512 hash that is encrypted with a 2048-bit RSA key. This check is intended to detect deliberate
image tampering.

Note

Verifying the Software Image and Hardware
This task describes how to retrieve the checksum record that was created during a switch bootup. Enter the
following commands in privileged EXEC mode.

On executing the following commands, youmight see themessage% Please Try After Few Seconds displayed
on the CLI. This does not indicate a CLI failure, but indicates setting up of underlying infrastructure required
to get the required output. We recommend waiting for a few minutes and then try the command again.

Note

The messages % Error retrieving SUDI certificate and % Error retrieving integrity data signify a real
CLI failure.

Procedure

PurposeCommand or Action

Displays checksum record for the specific
SUDI.

show platform sudi certificate [sign [nonce
nonce]]

Step 1

Example: • (Optional) sign - Show signature
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PurposeCommand or Action

Device# show platform sudi certificate
• (Optional) nonce - Enter a nonce value

sign nonce 123

Displays checksum record for boot stages.show platform integrity [sign [nonce
nonce]]

Step 2

• (Optional) sign - Show signature
Example:

• (Optional) nonce - Enter a nonce value

Device# show platform integrity sign
nonce 123

Verifying Platform Identity and Software Integrity
Verifying Platform Identity

The following example displays the Secure Unique Device Identity (SUDI) chain in PEM format. Encoded
into the SUDI is the Product ID and Serial Number of each individual device such that the device can be
uniquely identified on a network of thousands of devices. The first certificate is the Cisco Root CA 2048 and
the second is the Cisco subordinate CA (ACT2 SUDI CA). Both certificates can be verified to match those
published on https://www.cisco.com/security/pki/. The third is the SUDI certificate.
Device# show platform sudi certificate sign nonce 123
-----BEGIN CERTIFICATE----------END CERTIFICATE-----
-----BEGIN CERTIFICATE-----Boot Integrity Visibility
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-----END CERTIFICATE-----
-----BEGIN CERTIFICATE----------END CERTIFICATE-----

Signature version: 1
Signature:


The optional RSA 2048 signature is across the three certificates, the signature version and the
user-provided nonce.
RSA PKCS#1v1.5 Sign {<Nonce (UINT64)> || <Signature Version (UINT32)> || <Cisco Root CA
2048 cert (DER)> ||
<Cisco subordinate CA (DER)> || <SUDI certificate (DER)> }

Cisco management solutions are equipped with the ability to interpret the above output. However,
a simple script using OpenSSL commands can also be used to display the identity of the platform
and to verify the signature, thereby ensuring its Cisco unique device identity.
[linux-host:~]openssl x509 -in sudicert.pem -subject -noout
subject= /serialNumber=PID:C9200L-24T-4G SN:FDO1946BG05/O=Cisco/OU=ACT-2 Lite
SUDI/CN=C9200L-24T-4G

Verifying Software Integrity

The following example displays the checksum record for the boot stages. The hashmeasurements are displayed
for each of the three stages of software successively booted. These hashes can be compared against
Cisco-provided reference values. An option to sign the output gives a verifier the ability to ensure the output
is genuine and is not altered. A nonce can be provided to protect against replay attacks.
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Boot integrity hashes are notMD5 hashes. For example, if you run verify /md5 cat9k_iosxe.16.10.01.SPA.bin
command for the bundle file, the hash will not match.

Note

The following is a sample output of the show platform integrity sign nonce 123 command in install mode.
This output includes measurements of each installed package file.
Device#show platform integrity sign nonce 123
Platform: C9200L-24T-4G
Boot 0 Version: SBOOT0.v27
Boot 0 Hash:
EE98DCD0D6AEA85C8891039F649664FCC3CF709CCFC7A6F248C9D5BA8463528F
Boot Loader Version: System Bootstrap, Version 10.2, DEVELOPMENT SOFTWARE
Boot Loader Hash:
9220B87E7A153A79EB9AE37311A1FDE2313C9996F21032F8A1E7EF4935D3E7427657E4CDEE537E7B3C50E84121C00BD2D556786A4EE155D3C0AFF67F63F1A69B
OS Version: 16.10.01
OS Hashes:
cat9k_lite-rpbase.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0
cat9k_lite-rpboot.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057
cat9k_lite-srdriver.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
4FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E211
cat9k_lite-webui.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7
cat9k-wlc.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
AA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCA
PCR0: 750E5D2EDAE6E3A68050638E0BFD8619BE4EA13066025D39DF79408719F5177E
PCR8: EB6E739A63F53E703B6CDAF3F6188833CEF6D32E2F726006B9AA34E1E73048C4
Signature version: 1
Signature:


The following is a sample output of the show platform integrity sign nonce 123 command in bundle mode.
This output includes measurements of the bundle file and each installed package.
Device# show platform integrity sign nonce 123
Platform: C9200L-24T-4G
Boot 0 Version: SBOOT0.v27
Boot 0 Hash:
EE98DCD0D6AEA85C8891039F649664FCC3CF709CCFC7A6F248C9D5BA8463528F
Boot Loader Version: System Bootstrap, Version 10.2, DEVELOPMENT SOFTWARE
Boot Loader Hash:
9220B87E7A153A79EB9AE37311A1FDE2313C9996F21032F8A1E7EF4935D3E7427657E4CDEE537E7B3C50E84121C00BD2D556786A4EE155D3C0AFF67F63F1A69B
OS Version: 16.10.01
OS Hashes:
cat9k_lite_iosxe.16.10.01.SPA.bin :
F4CAD08BE1EF841C3A2E3ED8540829F08F3CBA9336F38E45669D4D8B15AD15E365B922AC8B4DC0D5B63E2806D6A1BDAB7839DD9DC8CD7E366A49ED648C113440
cat9k_lite-rpbase.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0
cat9k_lite-rpboot.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
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AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057
cat9k_lite-srdriver.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
4FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E211
cat9k_lite-webui.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7
cat9k-wlc.16.10.01.SPA.pkg :
AA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFDB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCAAA7ED0AE935CB0BD84E0D0D155C1DEFB03EB0C64057AD6A9673E2114FA7CCCA
PCR0: 750E5D2EDAE6E3A68050638E0BFD8619BE4EA13066025D39DF79408719F5177E
PCR8: EB6E739A63F53E703B6CDAF3F6188833CEF6D32E2F726006B9AA34E1E73048C4
Signature version: 1
Signature:


Verifying Image Signing
The following example displays the secure code signing check of the image during bootup using an SHA-512
hash.
switch:boot flash:packages.conf
boot: attempting to boot from [flash:packages.conf]
boot: reading file packages.conf
#
Performing Integrity Check ...
boot: parsed image from conf file: cat9k-rpboot.17.02.01.SSA.pkg
########################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################################

Loading image in Verbose mode: 1

Image Base is: 0x100099000
Image Size is: 0x2C83487
Package header rev 3 structure detected
Package type:30001, flags:0x0
IsoSize = 0
Parsing package TLV info:
000: 000000090000001D4B45595F544C565F - KEY_TLV_
010: 5041434B4147455F434F4D5041544942 - PACKAGE_COMPATIB
020: 494C495459000000000000090000000B - ILITY
030: 4652555F52505F545950450000000009 - FRU_RP_TYPE
040: 000000184B45595F544C565F5041434B - KEY_TLV_PACK
050: 4147455F424F4F544152434800000009 - AGE_BOOTARCH
060: 0000000E415243485F693638365F5459 - ARCH_i686_TY
070: 5045000000000009000000144B45595F - PE KEY_
080: 544C565F424F4152445F434F4D504154 - TLV_BOARD_COMPAT
090: 0000000900000010424F4152445F6361 - BOARD_ca
0A0: 74396B5F545950450000000900000018 - t9k_TYPE
0B0: 4B45595F544C565F43525950544F5F4B - KEY_TLV_CRYPTO_K
0C0: 4559535452494E470000000900000004 - EYSTRING

TLV: T=9, L=29, V=KEY_TLV_PACKAGE_COMPATIBILITY
TLV: T=9, L=11, V=FRU_RP_TYPE
TLV: T=9, L=24, V=KEY_TLV_PACKAGE_BOOTARCH
TLV: T=9, L=14, V=ARCH_i686_TYPE
TLV: T=9, L=20, V=KEY_TLV_BOARD_COMPAT
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TLV: T=9, L=16, V=BOARD_cat9k_TYPE
TLV: T=9, L=24, V=KEY_TLV_CRYPTO_KEYSTRING
TLV: T=9, L=4, V=none
TLV: T=9, L=11, V=CW_BEGIN=$$
TLV: T=9, L=17, V=CW_FAMILY=$cat9k$
TLV: T=9, L=74, V=CW_IMAGE=$cat9k-rpboot.17.02.01.SSA.pkg$
TLV: T=9, L=20, V=CW_VERSION=$17.2.01$
IOS version is 17.2.1
TLV: T=9, L=53, V=CW_FULL_VERSION=$17.2.01.0.869.1580816579..Amsterdam$
TLV: T=9, L=52, V=CW_DESCRIPTION=$Cisco IOS Software, IOS-XE Software$
TLV: T=9, L=9, V=CW_END=$$
Found DIGISIGN TLV type 12 length = 392
RSA Self Test Passed

Expected hash:
DDAF35A193617ABACC417349AE204131
12E6FA4E89A97EA20A9EEEE64B55D39A
2192992A274FC1A836BA3C23A3FEEBBD
454D4423643CE80E2A9AC94FA54CA49F

Obtained hash:
DDAF35A193617ABACC417349AE204131
12E6FA4E89A97EA20A9EEEE64B55D39A
2192992A274FC1A836BA3C23A3FEEBBD
454D4423643CE80E2A9AC94FA54CA49F
Sha512 Self Test Passed
Found package arch type ARCH_i686_TYPE
Found package FRU type FRU_RP_TYPE
Performing Integrity Check ...

RSA Signed DEVELOPMENT Image Signature Verification Successful.

Additional References for Boot Integrity Visibility
Related Documents

Document TitleRelated Topic

Command Reference (Catalyst 9200 Series Switches)For complete syntax and usage information for
the commands used in this chapter.

Feature History for Boot Integrity Visibility
This table provides release and related information for features explained in this module.

These features are available on all releases subsequent to the one they were introduced in, unless noted
otherwise.

Feature InformationFeatureRelease

Boot Integrity Visibility allows Cisco's platform
identity and software integrity information to be
visible and actionable. Platform identity provides
the platform’s manufacturing installed identity.

Boot Integrity VisibilityCisco IOS XE Fuji 16.9.2
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Use Cisco Feature Navigator to find information about platform and software image support. To access Cisco
Feature Navigator, go to http://www.cisco.com/go/cfn.

Boot Integrity Visibility
8

Boot Integrity Visibility
Feature History for Boot Integrity Visibility

http://www.cisco.com/go/cfn

	Boot Integrity Visibility
	Information About Boot Integrity Visibility
	Image Signing and Bootup

	Verifying the Software Image and Hardware
	Verifying Platform Identity and Software Integrity
	Verifying Image Signing
	Additional References for Boot Integrity Visibility
	Feature History for Boot Integrity Visibility


