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Configuration Register Information

The following information is found in this appendix:

• Configuration Bit Meanings, page A-1

• Displaying the Configuration Register While Running Cisco IOS, page A-5

• Displaying the Configuration Register While Running ROM Monitor, page A-5

• Setting the Configuration Register While Running Cisco IOS, page A-6

• Setting the Configuration Register While Running ROM Monitor, page A-6

Configuration Bit Meanings
Use the processor configuration register information contained in this appendix to do the following:

• Set and display the configuration register value

• Force the system into the bootstrap program

• Select a boot source and default boot filename

• Enable or disable the Break function

• Control broadcast addresses

• Set the console terminal baud rate

• Load operating software from ROM

• Enable booting from a Trivial File Transfer Protocol (TFTP) server

Table A-1 lists the meaning of each of the configuration memory bits. Following the table is a more 
in-depth description of each setting.

Table A-1 Configuration Register Bit Settings

Bit No. Hex Meaning

00–03 0x0000–0x000F Boot field

06 0x0040 Causes the system software to ignore nonvolatile random-access 
memory (NVRAM) contents

07 0x0080 Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) bit enabled

08 0x0100 Break disabled

10 0x0400 IP broadcast with all zeros
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Bits 0–3
The lowest four bits of the processor configuration register (bits 3, 2, 1, and 0) form the boot field. 
Table A-2 provides information about the bits settings.

The boot field specifies a number in binary. If you set the boot field value to 0, you must have a console 
port access to boot the operating system manually. Boot the operating system by entering the b command 
at the bootstrap prompt as follows:

> b [tftp] flash filename

Definitions of the various command options follow:

b—Boots the default system software from ROM

b flash—Boots the first file in flash memory

b filename [host]—Boots over the network using TFTP

b flash filename—Boots the file (filename) from flash memory

If you set the boot field value to a value of 2 through F, and there is a valid system boot command stored 
in the configuration file, the router boots the system software as directed by that value. (See Table A-3.) 
If you set the boot field to any other bit pattern, the router uses the resulting number to form a default 
boot filename for netbooting.

If there are no boot commands in the configuration file, the router attempts to boot the first file in system 
flash memory. If no file is found in system flash memory, the router attempts to netboot a default file 
with a name derived from the value of the boot field (for example, cisco2-7200). If the netboot attempt 
fails, the boot helper image in boot flash memory will boot up.

If boot commands are in the configuration file, the router software processes each boot command in 
sequence until the process is successful or the end of the list is reached. If the end of the list is reached 
without a file being successfully booted, the router will retry the netboot commands up to six times if 
bit 13 of the configuration register is set, otherwise it will load the operating system software available 

11–12 0x800–0x1000 Console line speed

13 0x2000 Boots default ROM software if initial boot fails

14 0x4000 IP broadcasts do not have network numbers

15 0x8000 Enables diagnostic messages and ignores NVRAM contents

Table A-1 Configuration Register Bit Settings (continued)

Bit No. Hex Meaning

Table A-2 Bits 0–3 Settings 

Boot Field Meaning

0 Stays at the system bootstrap prompt (ROM monitor) on a reload or power cycle

1 Boots the boot helper image as a system image

2 Full boot process, which loads the Cisco IOS image into flash memory

2-F Specifies a default filename for booting over the network from a TFTP server
A-2
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in ROMmon. If bit 13 is not set, the router will continue to netboot images indefinitely. The default 
setting for bit 13 is 0. If bit 13 is set, the system boots the boot helper image found in boot flash memory 
without any retries.

The server creates a default filename as part of the automatic configuration processes. To form the boot 
filename, the server starts with Cisco and links the octal equivalent of the boot field number, a dash, and 
the image name. Table A-3 lists the default boot filenames or actions.

Note A boot system configuration command in the router configuration in NVRAM overrides the default 
netboot filename.

Bit 6
Bit 6 causes the system software to ignore nonvolatile random-access memory (NVRAM) contents.

Bit 7
Bit 7 enables the OEM bit. It disables the bootstrap messages at startup.

Table A-3 Default Boot Filenames

Action/File Name Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0

Bootstrap mode 0 0 0 0

ROM software 0 0 0 1

Flash software 0 0 1 0

cisco3-<image-name1> 0 0 1 1

cisco4-<image-name2> 0 1 0 0

cisco5-<image-name3> 0 1 0 1

cisco6-<image-name4> 0 1 1 0

cisco7-<image-name5> 0 1 1 1

cisco10-<image-name6> 1 0 0 0

cisco11-<image-name7> 1 0 0 1

cisco12-<image-name8> 1 0 1 0

cisco13-<image-name9> 1 0 1 1

cisco14-<image-name10> 1 1 0 0

cisco15-<image-name11> 1 1 0 1

cisco16-<image-name12> 1 1 1 0

cisco17-<image-name13> 1 1 1 1
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Bit 8
Bit 8 controls the console Break key. Setting bit 8 (the factory default) causes the processor to ignore the 
console Break key. Clearing bit 8 causes the processor to interpret Break as a command to force the 
system into the bootstrap monitor, halting normal operation. A Break can be sent in the first 60 seconds 
while the system reboots, regardless of the configuration settings.

Bit 10 and Bit 14
Bit 10 controls the host portion of the IP broadcast address. Setting bit 10 causes the processor to use all 
zeros; clearing bit 10 (the factory default) causes the processor to use all ones. B it 10 interacts with bit 
14, which controls the network and subnet portions of the IP broadcast address. Table A-4 shows the 
combined effect of bit 10 and bit 14.

Bit 11 and Bit 12
Bit 11 and bit 12 in the configuration register determine the baud rate of the console terminal. Table A-5 
shows the bit settings for the four available baud rates. (The factory set default baud rate is 9600.)

Bit 13
Bit 13 determines the server response to a bootload failure. If boot commands are in the configuration 
file, the router software processes each boot command in sequence until the process is successful or the 
end of the list is reached. If the end of the list is reached without a file being successfully booted, the 
router will retry the netboot commands up to six times if bit 13 of the configuration register is set, 
otherwise it will load the operating system software available in ROMmon. If bit 13 is not set, the router 
will continue to netboot images indefinitely. The default setting for bit 13 is 0. If bit 13 is set, the system 
boots the boot helper image found in boot flash memory without any retries.

Table A-4 Bit 10 and Bit 14 Settings

Bit 14 Bit 10 IP Address (<net> <host>)

Off Off <ones><ones>

Off On <zeros><zeros>

On On <net><zeros>

On Off <net><ones>

Table A-5 Bit 11 and Bit 12 Settings

Baud Bit 12 Bit 11

9600 0 0

4800 0 1

2400 1 1

1200 1 0
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Bit 15
Bit 15 enables diagnostic messages and ignores NVRAM contents.

Displaying the Configuration Register While Running Cisco IOS
The configuration register can be viewed by using the show version or show hardware command.

The following is sample output of the show version command from a Cisco 7206VXR router. 

Router# show version

Cisco Internetwork Operating System Software 
IOS (tm) 7200 Software (C7200-JS-M), Released Version 12.2(20011220:181136) [biff dec21 
101]
Copyright (c) 1986-2002 by cisco Systems, Inc.
Compiled Fri 21-Dec-01 05:58 by 
Image text-base:0x600089B8, data-base:0x6196E000

(sample text omitted)

term1_500 uptime is 1 day, 19 hours, 25 minutes
System returned to ROM by reload at 00:04:18 UTC Tue Nov 30 1999
System image file is "disk2:c7200-js-mz.dev-test.dec21"

cisco 7206VXR (NPE-G1) processor (revision 0x00) with 245760K/16384K bytes of memory.
Processor board ID 13250983
BCM12500 CPU at 700Mhz, Implementation 1, Rev 0.1, 512KB L2 Cache
6 slot VXR midplane, Version 2.0

Last reset from power-on
Bridging software.
X.25 software, Version 3.0.0.
SuperLAT software (copyright 1990 by Meridian Technology Corp).
TN3270 Emulation software.
5 FastEthernet/IEEE 802.3 interface(s)
3 Gigabit Ethernet/IEEE 802.3 interface(s)
509K bytes of non-volatile configuration memory.

62528K bytes of ATA PCMCIA card at slot 2 (Sector size 512 bytes).
16384K bytes of Flash internal SIMM (Sector size 256K).
Configuration register is 0x0

Displaying the Configuration Register While Running ROM 
Monitor

If the bootstrap prompt is “>”, the o command displays the virtual configuration register currently in 
effect. It includes a description of the bits. See the following sample output:

>o
Configuration register + 02x100 at last boot
Bit# Configuration register option settings:
15 Diagnostic mode disabled
14 IP broadcasts do not have network numbers
13 Boot default ROM software if network boot fails
12-11 Console speed is 9600 baud
A-5
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10 IP broadcasts with ones
09 Do not use secondary bootstrap
08 Break disabled
07 OEM disabled
06 Ignore configuration disabled
05 Fast boot disabled
04 Fan boot disabled
03-00 Boot to ROM monitor

If the prompt is “rommon1”, the confreg command displays the virtual configuration register currently 
in effect. It includes a description of the bits. See the following sample output:

rommon1 > confreg

Configuration Summary
enabled are:
load rom after netboot fails
console baud: 9600
boot: the ROM Monitor

Do you wish to change the configuration? y/n [n]

Setting the Configuration Register While Running Cisco IOS
The configuration register can be set in the configuration mode with the config-register 0x value 
command. See the following sample output:

Router# configure terminal
Enter configuration commands, one per line. End with CNTRL/Z.
Router (config)# config-register 0x2142
Router (config)# end
Router#
%SYS-5-CONFIG_I: Configured from console by console

Setting the Configuration Register While Running ROM Monitor
If the prompt is “>”, the or0x value command sets the configuration register. See the following sample 
output:

>o/r 0x2102
>

If the prompt is “rommon1”, the confreg command sets the configuration register. It prompts the user 
about each bit. See the following sample output:

rommon1> confreg

Confiuration Summary
enabled are:
load rom after netboot fails
console baud: 9600
boot: the ROM Monitor

do you wish to change the configuration y/n [n]: y
enable “diagnostic mode”? y/n [n]: n
enable “use net in IP bcast address”? y/n [n]: n
disable “use rom after netboot fails”? y/n [n]: n
enable “use all zero broadcast”? y/n [n]: n
A-6
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enable “break/abort has effect”? y/n [n]: n
enable “ignore system config info”? y/n [n]: n
change console baud rate? y/n [n]: n
change the boot characteristics? y/n [n]:y
enter to boot:
0 = ROM Monitor
1 = the boot helper image
2 - 15 = boot system

[0]: 2

Configuration Summary:
enabled are:
load rom after netboot fails
console baud: 9600
boot: image sepcified by the boot system commands or default to: cisco2-c7200

do you wish to change the configuration? y/n [n] n

You must reset or power cycle for new config to take effect
rommon 2 >
A-7
Cisco 7200 VXR Installation and Configuration Guide

OL-5013-09



Appendix A      Configuration Register Information
Setting the Configuration Register While Running ROM Monitor
A-8
Cisco 7200 VXR Installation and Configuration Guide

OL-5013-09


	Configuration Register Information
	Configuration Bit Meanings
	Bits 0-3
	Bit 6
	Bit 7
	Bit 8
	Bit 10 and Bit 14
	Bit 11 and Bit 12
	Bit 13
	Bit 15

	Displaying the Configuration Register While Running Cisco IOS
	Displaying the Configuration Register While Running ROM Monitor
	Setting the Configuration Register While Running Cisco IOS
	Setting the Configuration Register While Running ROM Monitor



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


