. .. 22

PIX Firewall Device Support

Cisco Configuration Engine provides configuration management and image service to Cisco PIX
firewall devices (PIX device). Figure 22-1 shows a functional block diagram of Cisco Configuration
Engine 1.5 including the PIX device interface module.

Figure 22-1 PIX-Compatible Configuration Engine Module Interaction
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Note

Encryption must be enabled during Setup (see Cisco Configuration Engine Installation & Setup Guide,
1.5 for Linux) for PIX devices to supported by Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5.
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PIX Device Polls for Updates

The PIX device contacts the PIX module in the Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 to report information
about itself. This occurs when the PIX starts, when any of the reported information changes and
whenever the PIX wants to check for updates. PIX sends the DeviceDetails message to the server.
DeviceDetails gives the Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 an update of the versions of software the device
is currently running. The information received in DeviceDetails is logged into the log file (pix.log) for
reference.

The server responds with the UpdateInfo message. This message contains (optionally)
¢ Checksum and URL for the configuration file the PIX should be running
e Checksum and URL for the PIX image
e Checksum and URL for the PIX Device Manager (PDM) image
e URL for reporting any errors

The PIX compares the checksum in the message with the current checksum of the component concerned.
In the case of configuration, it also calculates the cryptochecksum of the running configuration and
compare that with the one calculated the last time the configuration was updated from the Cisco
Configuration Engine 1.5. An update is required if the checksum (or cryptochecksum) differs.

If a software/configuration update is required, the PIX sends requests on the respective URLs.

Configuration Processing

Note

For any configuration update that is required, the PIX sends an HTTPS GET request to the returned URL.
The configuration file is completely read into a local buffer before being applied. This is to prevent a
connection error from leaving the PIX in a partially configured state. If there are no errors (or the errors
attribute of the config-data message is continue) while applying the configuration commands, then the
running configuration is copied to flash with the write memory command. All configuration files work
in the replace mode.

Completion of configuration download by a PIX device results in a log file entry indicating the same in
pix.log.

The log entry does not mean that the configuration has been successfully applied on a PIX device. It only
means that the PIX device has downloaded the configuration file.

Image Processing

Note

The DeviceDetails XML sent along with the initial HTTPS POST optionally has information regarding
the PIX image, its version and checksum. The Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 returns with the
UpdateInfo XML containing image URLs and checksums based on the entries in the directory. The PIX
downloads and applies images one after the other (and reload itself if required). Any error is processed
as mentioned below.

There is no notification of successful image download because image distribution might be external to
Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 and hence the PIX server cannot keep track of the same. Also, PIX
device does not provide any image upgrade successful indication.
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Error Processing

Note

All errors are reported by way of HTTPS POST to the error URL using the ErrorList message.

Each configuration error report (type=error, warning or info) is logged by the Cisco Configuration
Engine 1.5 into pix.log. The log file is cyclic to limit disk space usage. The content of error-message is
the error XML from the PIX device itself.

An error occurring during configuration does not mean that the downloaded configuration has not been
applied on the PIX entirely. It only means that the error mentioned in the log file has happened with
respect to this particular device.

Any error or notification (type= warning, notification, informational, debugging, emergency, alert,
critical and error) that occurs while retrieving the data at one of the URLSs received from the Cisco
Configuration Engine 1.5 results in log file entries.

If a failure is encountered during the processing of any of the URLs in the UpdateInfo response from the
server, the error is reported to the Error URL. Also, processing of all URLSs received in the current call
home is discontinued. Any further processing is deferred till the PIX calls home again.

After all updates are successfully completed, another DeviceDetails message is sent to the Cisco
Configuration Engine 1.5 by the PIX device. The Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 again sends the
Updatelnfo and checksum. The PIX device compares the checksums and finds that no further updates
are required.

Processing a DeviceDetails Request from PIX Device

The sequence of processing a DeviceDetails request from a PIX device is as follows:

1. PIX device contacts the Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 with DeviceDetails as XML payload
by means of an HTTPS post request.

New PIX Configuration servlet receives request, parses XML, and retrieves DevicelD.
The device is authenticated.

The template associated with this DevicelD is processed to generate a configuration file.

LA S

The configuration file is converted into XML format as per the PIX DTD and the file is saved
(over-written in case a file is already present for this DevicelD).

6. The checksum of XML configuration file is calculated and URL noted.

7. URLs and checksums for pix image and PDM images are retrieved from image object attached
with the PIX device.

8. Checksums and URLs for configuration file and various images (if the corresponding checksum
differs) and the Error URL are sent to the PIX device as an HTTP response with an XML
payload (Updatelnfo).

9. Device now requests for configuration/image based on the content of the UpdateInfo response.
10. If errors are encountered, information is posted to error URL.

1. The error servlet logs the errors to pix.log.
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PIX DevicelD

S

Note

The following PIX CLI decides the value of DevicelD sent by PIX in the DeviceDetails request:

[no] auto-update device-id hardware-serial | hostname | ipaddress [if-name] | mac-address
[if-name] | string text

e auto-update device-id command specifies the device ID to send when polling the Management
server.

e no auto-update device-id command resets the device ID to the default of hostname.
¢ hardware-serial option uses the PIX serial number.

¢ hostname option uses the PIX host name.

e ipaddress option uses the IP address of the interface with the name if-name.

If the interface name is not specified, it uses the IP address of the interface used to communicate
with the remote management server.

e mac-address option uses the MAC address of the interface with the name if-name.

If the interface name is not specified, it uses the MAC address of the interface used to communicate
with the remote management server.

e string option uses the specified text.

The text can not contain white space or the characters *, “, <, >, & and ?.

Since DevicelD provided by PIX is internally mapped to ConfigID and EventID in the Cisco
Configuration Engine 1.5, it only supports hyphen (-), underscore (_), period (.) and alphanumeric
characters.

Security Considerations

Since PIX devices are firewall devices and configuration information is vital, transport of this
information is made secure by the use of SSL.

HTTPS has been enforced as the transport protocol between PIX devices and Cisco Configuration
Engine 1.5 under all circumstances. DeviceDetails, Update Info, ErrorInfo and configuration files are
transported only using HTTPS. The authorization mechanism used in Configuration Service has been
leveraged in the PIX server module. The URLs supplied by you towards PDM/pix-image can use HTTP
or HTTPS.

PIX Device Polling Setup

PIX devices can be configured to poll the Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 at regular intervals for
configuration or image updates. This entry has to be made by you on the PIX device itself. Details are
available from PIX device documentation. CLI format for the same is as follows:

Usage: auto-update device-id hardware-serial | hostname |
ipaddress [<if_name>] | mac-address [<if_name>] | string <text>

no auto-update device-id

Cisco Configuration Engine Administration Guide, 1.5
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auto-update poll-period <poll-period> [<retry-count>
[<retry-period>]]

no auto-update poll-period

auto-update server <url> [verify-certificate]

no auto-update server

auto-update timeout <period>

no auto-update timeout

Example:

auto-update device-id string myPIXDevice

auto-update poll-period 120

auto-update server https://********@cns-ie2100/cns/PIXConfig
The URI to be polled on the Cisco Configuration Engine 1.5 is:
/ens/PIX Config

The auto-update poll-period command specifies how often to poll the Management server for
configuration or image updates. The poli-period parameter specifies how often (in minutes) to check for
an update. The default is 720 (12 hours). The retry-count option specifies how many times to try
re-connecting to the server if the first attempt fails. The default is 0. The retry-period option specifies
how long to wait (in minutes) between retries. The default is 5.

The no auto-update poll-period command resets the poll period to the default.

Also, you must to map the hostname of the server on the PIX device with its IP address. You can do this
by using the name command as follows:

pixfirewall# conf t

pixfirewall(config)# name <ip_address of the server> <hostname of the server>

Configuration and Restrictions

PIX compatibility module is set up along with Configuration Service during the initial setup of the
system. You need not do anything specifically to enable PIX compatibility.

PIX devices with software versions of 6.2.1 and higher are supported by Cisco Configuration Engine
1.5 (auto-update from PIX device side was introduced in this version). All PIX hardware platforms that
run software version 6.2.1 or higher will be supported.

The configuration files will be generated with options config-action= replace and errors=revert. No
other options are supported.

| oL-6749-01

Cisco Configuration Engine Administration Guide, 1.5 ]



Chapter22  PIX Firewall Device Support |

W Configuration and Restrictions

Cisco Configuration Engine Administration Guide, 1.5



	PIX Firewall Device Support
	PIX Device Polls for Updates
	Configuration Processing
	Image Processing
	Error Processing
	Processing a DeviceDetails Request from PIX Device
	PIX DeviceID

	Security Considerations
	PIX Device Polling Setup
	Configuration and Restrictions



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


