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Prerequisites for DHCP Gleaning
• Ensure that the interface to be configured is a Layer 2 interface.

• Ensure that global snooping is enabled.

Information About DHCP Gleaning
The following sections provide information about DHCP gleaning.

Overview of DHCP Gleaning
Gleaning helps extract location information from Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) messages
whenmessages are forwarded by aDHCP relay agent; the process is a completely passive snooping functionality
that neither blocks nor modifies DHCP packets. Additionally, gleaning helps to differentiate an untrusted
device port that is connected to an end user from a trusted port connected to a DHCP server.

DHCP gleaning is a read–only DHCP snooping functionality that allows components to register and glean
only DHCP version 4 packets. When you enable DHCP gleaning, it does a read-only snooping on all active
interfaces on which DHCP snooping is disabled. You can add a secondary VLAN to a private VLAN. When
add a secondary VLAN to a private VLAN, ensure that gleaning is enabled on the secondary VLAN, even
though snooping is disabled on the primary VLAN. By default, the gleaning functionality is disabled. However,
when you enable a device sensor, DHCP gleaning is automatically enabled.
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DHCP Snooping
Dynamic Host Configuring Protocol (DHCP) snooping is a security feature that acts like a firewall between
untrusted hosts and trusted DHCP servers. The DHCP snooping feature performs the following activities:

• Validates DHCP messages received from untrusted sources and filters out invalid messages.

• Rate-limits DHCP traffic from trusted and untrusted sources.

• Builds and maintains the DHCP snooping binding database, which contains information about untrusted
hosts with leased IP addresses.

• Utilizes the DHCP snooping binding database to validate subsequent requests from untrusted hosts.

Other security features, such as dynamic Address Resolution Protocol (ARP) inspection (DAI), also uses
information stored in the DHCP snooping binding database.

DHCP snooping is enabled on a per-VLAN basis. By default, the feature is inactive on all VLANs. You can
enable the feature on a single VLAN or on a range of VLANs.

Configuring an Interface as a Trusted or an Untrusted Source
for DHCP Gleaning

You can enable or disable DHCP gleaning on a device. You can configure an interface as a trusted or untrusted
source of DHCP messages. Verify that no DHCP packets are dropped when DHCP gleaning is enabled on an
untrusted interface or on a device port.

By default, DHCP gleaning is disabled.Note

You can configure DHCP trust on the following types of interfaces:

• Layer 2 Ethernet interfaces

• Layer 2 port-channel interfaces

By default, all interfaces are untrusted.Note

Procedure

PurposeCommand or Action

Enables privileged EXEC mode.enableStep 1

Example: • Enter your password if prompted.
Device> enable
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PurposeCommand or Action

Enters global configuration mode.configure terminal

Example:

Step 2

Device# configure terminal

Enables DHCP gleaning on an interface.ip dhcp snooping glean

Example:

Step 3

Device(config)# ip dhcp snooping glean

Enters interface configurationmode, where type
number is the Layer 2 Ethernet interface which

interface type number

Example:

Step 4

you want to configure as trusted or untrusted
for DHCP snooping.Device(config)# interface gigabitEthernet

1/1

Configures the interface as a trusted interface
for DHCP snooping. The no option configures
the port as an untrusted interface.

[no] ip dhcp snooping trust

Example:

Device(config-if)# ip dhcp snooping trust

Step 5

Exits interface configuration mode and returns
to privileged EXEC mode.

end

Example:

Step 6

Device(config-if)# end

Displays packets that were dropped on the
device port configured as an untrusted interface.

show ip dhcp snooping statistics

Example:

Step 7

Device# show ip dhcp snooping statistics

Displays DHCP snooping configuration
information, including information about DHCP
gleaning.

show ip dhcp snooping

Example:
Device# show ip dhcp snooping

Step 8

Example: Configuring an Interface as a Trusted or an Untrusted
Source for DHCP Gleaning

This example shows how to enable Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) gleaning and
configure an interface as a trusted interface:
Device> enable
Device# configure terminal
Device(config)# ip dhcp snooping glean
Device(config)# interface gigabitEthernet 1/1
Device(config-if)# ip dhcp snooping trust
Device(config-if)# end
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