
Understanding OSPF in Catalyst 1300X Switches

Objective

The objective of this article is to provide a comprehensive understanding of Open Shortest Path 
First (OSPF) routing protocol, its fundamental concepts, operational mechanisms, and its 
application within Cisco Catalyst 1300X series switches.

Applicable Devices/Software Version

● Catalyst 1300X / 4.1.7.17

Introduction

In today's dynamic network landscapes, efficient and reliable data routing is paramount. Open 
Shortest Path First (OSPF) is a widely adopted dynamic routing protocol, specifically an 
Interior Gateway Protocol (IGP), designed to determine the most optimal paths for data traffic 
within an autonomous system. Traditionally, dynamic routing was exclusive to dedicated 
routers, but with advancements in network technology, sophisticated switches like the Cisco 
Catalyst 1300X series now support OSPF. This integration empowers your switches to make 
intelligent routing decisions, significantly boosting network performance and resilience.

As an open standard, OSPF ensures interoperability across various vendor devices, making it a 
versatile choice for diverse network infrastructures. It is renowned for its fast convergence, 
quickly identifying new routes when network conditions change, and its ability to scale large 
networks efficiently through hierarchical design using areas.
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What is OSPF and How Does it Work?



OSPF is a link-state protocol, meaning every OSPF-enabled device (router or switch) 
maintains a detailed, up-to-date map of the entire network. This map is known as the Link-
State Database (LSDB). Within this database, each "link" represents a network interface, such 
as a router interface, sub-interface, Layer 3 switchport, or Switch Virtual Interface (SVI). The 
"state" of these links includes crucial details like IP addresses, subnet masks, the cost associated 
with traversing the link, and information about neighboring routers.

To keep this network map current, OSPF devices exchange special messages called Link-State 
Advertisements (LSAs). Whenever a change occurs in the network – for instance, a new 
device comes online or a link fails – LSAs are sent out, prompting all OSPF devices to update 
their LSDBs and rapidly recalculate the best paths for data.

Key OSPF Concepts

● Router ID (RID): Each device running OSPF is assigned a unique 32-bit identifier, formatted like an IP 
address (e.g., 192.168.1.1). This RID helps identify the device within the OSPF domain and can be assigned 
automatically or manually.

● Neighbors and Adjacency: OSPF-enabled routers and switches that are directly connected and recognize 
each other as OSPF participants are called neighbors. When these neighbors fully synchronize their Link-
State Databases by exchanging detailed routing information, they form an adjacency.

● Designated Router (DR) and Backup Designated Router (BDR): In networks with numerous devices, 
OSPF utilizes a DR and a BDR to enhance efficiency. Instead of every router communicating with every 
other router, the DR and BDR manage most of the communication, significantly reducing unnecessary traffic 
and accelerating convergence.

● Hello Packets: OSPF devices use "hello" packets for regular check-ins. These packets help routers 
discover each other and maintain their relationships. If a router fails to receive a hello packet from a neighbor 
within a predefined "dead interval," it assumes the neighbor is down and updates the network map 
accordingly.

The OSPF Cost Metric

OSPF determines the shortest and most efficient path using a metric called "cost." By default, 
the cost is inversely proportional to the link's bandwidth: higher bandwidth links have a lower 
cost. OSPF always prioritizes the path with the lowest total cost.

Cisco IOS, by default, sets the OSPF reference bandwidth to 100 megabits per second (Mbps). 
The cost for each interface is calculated by dividing this reference bandwidth by the actual 
bandwidth of the link. For modern, high-speed networks, this reference bandwidth can be 
adjusted to ensure accurate cost calculations. Furthermore, network administrators can manually 
set the OSPF cost on a specific interface. This allows for influencing path selection based on 
factors beyond just speed, such as load balancing, redundancy, policy requirements, or link 
reliability.

OSPF Network Organization with Areas

To facilitate scalability and organization in large networks, OSPF employs the concept of areas. 



The foundational element of every OSPF network is Area 0, also known as the backbone area. 
Additional areas can be created to segment the network, limiting unnecessary routing traffic and 
ensuring smooth operation. Devices within the same area share detailed routing information, 
while devices in different areas exchange only summarized information. This hierarchical 
design greatly improves the efficiency of large-scale networks.

OSPF Versions

● OSPFv2: Used for routing IPv4 traffic.

● OSPFv3: Used for routing IPv6 traffic.

When to Use OSPF with Catalyst 1300X Switches

OSPF is an excellent choice for organizations managing medium-to-large, dynamic networks 
that demand high reliability, scalability, and rapid adaptation to changes. It is particularly well-
suited for networks featuring multiple routers and advanced switches, such as the Cisco Catalyst 
1300X, where automatic rerouting and vendor interoperability are critical requirements.

Considerations for OSPF Implementation

While powerful, OSPF may not always be the optimal solution:

● Small Networks: For very small networks, static routing can be simpler and easier to manage, requiring 
fewer resources.

● Legacy Devices: Some older devices might have limited CPU and memory resources, making OSPF less 
efficient.

● Security: OSPF supports authentication via plain text or message-digest algorithm (MD5). While this 
provides a layer of security, it is not as robust as newer cryptographic algorithms. For the highest level of 
security, additional measures may be necessary. Key-chain is another option that is supported in C1300X, 
that uses cryptographic hashing algorithms like HMAC-SHA-512.

Understanding Administrative Distance (AD)

When a router learns about the same destination from multiple routing sources (e.g., OSPF, 
RIP, static routes, or directly connected networks), it uses Administrative Distance (AD) to 
determine which route to trust and install in its routing table. The AD value range is 0 to 255 
and the route with the lowest AD value is always preferred.

● Directly connected routes have the lowest AD (value 0).

● Static routes have a low AD (value 1).

● Dynamic routing protocols like OSPF and RIP have higher AD values.

OSPF's administrative distance is 110. This means it is preferred over distance-vector protocols 



like RIP (AD 120) but is less preferred than Cisco's Enhanced Interior Gateway Routing 
Protocol (EIGRP), which has an AD of 90.

Conclusion

OSPF is a robust and highly efficient dynamic routing protocol that empowers Cisco Catalyst 
1300X switches to build smarter, more resilient, and scalable networks. The Catalyst 1300X 
series support for OSPF allows your network to automatically adapt to changes, reroute traffic 
seamlessly, and maintain high performance, making it an ideal solution for modern network 
demands.


