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Product overview 
You’ve obviously heard a lot about the cloud, but you haven’t decided to jump in yet with both 
feet. There are a lot of reasons why you might not want to completely disrupt your network to do 
so, but the next time you update your network, look to the Cisco Catalyst™ Wi-Fi 6E access points 
as your pathway to the cloud. 

Through the evolution of Cisco’s wireless portfolio comes the next generation, Cisco Catalyst 
9166, 9164, and 9162 Series Access Points. These access points are the first from Cisco that 
give you the flexibility to manage your wireless network on premises or in the cloud. With reliability 
and performance from trusted Catalyst hardware and the choice of Cisco DNA Center or Meraki® 
Dashboard management tools, the Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points provide the best of both 
worlds while delivering flexibility and investment protection for your network. 

Cisco understands that selecting your next platform is not an easy choice. With the Cisco Catalyst 
Wi-Fi 6E access points, you don’t need to make the decision now. Keep the operational mode you 
use today, whether on premises or cloud management. If your needs change-either way-it’s an 
easy switch. No new hardware required. That’s investment protection for your network that you 
can count on.

Hybrid work
The Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points are the perfect fit for your hybrid work deployment. 
Hybrid work is all about creating safe, immersive work experiences that foster collaboration, 
ideation, and innovation. The Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points deliver the performance and 
features to optimize the hybrid work experience.
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Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E 
Access Points 

Benefits
Flexibility: Gives you the choice of 
on-premises or cloud management. 

Simplicity: Cloud-first IT 
operational simplicity with Meraki 
cloud management on Cisco 
Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points.

Increased capacity: Cisco Catalyst 
Wi-Fi 6E access points deliver the 
capacity, speed, and security to 
optimize your wireless experiences.
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Meet the models
Each access point has a slightly different makeup. The goal is to help you 
make better product selections for your unique network requirements:

• Cisco Catalyst 9166 offers three 4x4 radios and environmental sensors that 
measure air quality, temperature, and humidity. This AP is perfect for large 
and medium-sized mission critical organizations.

• Cisco Catalyst 9164 offers one 2x2 radio and two 4x4 radios suiting 
medium and small-sized organizations.

• Cisco Catalyst 9162 is the entry-level Cisco solution for Wi-Fi 6E. It offers 
three 2x2 radios and is a good option for small-sized organizations.

The access points below round out Cisco’s indoor Wi-Fi 6E access point line up:

• Cisco Catalyst 9136 offers two 4x4 radios, one 8x8, and one IoT radio 
environmental sensors that measure air quality, temperature, and humidity. 
This AP is perfect for large -sized mission critical organizations with high-
density requirements. This access point is strictly controller-based and 
cannot be switched Cloud managed like the Catalyst 9160 APs.

• Meraki MR57 is cloud managed and offers three 4x4 radios. It is well 
suited for large -sized mission critical organizations with high-density 
requirements. This access point is strictly Cloud-based and cannot switch 
to be on-premises managed like the Catalyst 9160 APs.

But it’s not all deployment and management choice; with Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 
6E Access Points you get increased capacity with higher-density capabilities 
for high-performance networks. It’s these networks that are powering today’s 
hybrid work strategies, smart buildings, industrial IoT, telemedicine, and more.

Cisco Catalyst provides a market-leading 
portfolio
From the branch to the campus to large enterprises, the Catalyst 9100 
family is the leader in the access point market. It offers unparalleled 
capabilities that meet new performance demands for next-generation 
applications with Wi-Fi 6/6E. 

Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points deliver connectivity in the 2.4- and 
5-GHz bands as well as 6 GHz for compatible devices. Wi-Fi 6E offers 
greater capacity for more devices with more reliable connections, plus more 
robust security thanks to stronger Wi-Fi Protected Access 3  
(WPA3) encryption.

Features:
The Cisco Catalyst 9166, 9164, and 9162 Series Access Points all use 
tri-band radios to connect devices of all types. In addition, they deliver 
advanced IoT capabilities with integrated Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) and 
application hosting. On the Cisco Catalyst 9166 Series, you get built-in 
environmental sensors that integrate temperature, air quality, and humidity 
information to assist with your building health and safety strategy. 

With the Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points, you get capabilities based 
on decades of experience and innovation. This includes long-standing 
industry leadership with standards bodies and work with ecosystem partners 
to deliver next-generation features for your modern network needs. 

• Intelligence: Through data from tens of millions of cloud-managed 
devices, Cisco’s platforms are continuously evolving and extending 
intelligence (AI/ML) to automate identification and, when necessary, 
resolution of access networking issues.

• Any operational model: A unified access networking portfolio with built-in 
security that brings together the broadest wireless portfolio (Wi-Fi 6E) 
under any operational model, on-premises or cloud.

• Ecosystem partners: Cisco has the industry’s most extensive ecosystem 
of technology partners to address emerging use cases such as location 
analytics, extended reality, industrial IoT, and more.

© 2022 Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.



At a glance
Cisco public

© 2022 Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. Cisco and the Cisco logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Cisco and/or its affiliates in the U.S. and other countries. 
To view a list of Cisco trademarks, go to this URL: https://www.cisco.com/go/trademarks. Third-party trademarks mentioned are the property of their respective owners. The 
use of the word partner does not imply a partnership relationship between Cisco and any other company. (1110R)  C45-3018262-01 07/22

The Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points use the power of access network automation platforms 
like the Meraki dashboard and Cisco DNA Center to radically simplify operations, making it easier to 
embrace change, deliver hybrid work, and optimize employee and user experiences.

Additionally, features such as Band Steering make the most of your Wi-Fi 6E network by intelligently 
steering devices to the high-performance 6-GHz band. And Cisco CleanAir® Pro protects your network 
from the impact of wireless interference.

Either way you chose, on-premises with Cisco DNA Center or in the cloud with Meraki Dashboard, the 
Cisco Catalyst Wi-Fi 6E access points deliver the performance of Wi-Fi 6E and the capabilities and 
flexibility to support your network now and into the future. 

So don’t be afraid to jump into the cloud. Cisco’s hardware is the perfect parachute.

Learn more
For more information, check out the 
Cisco Catalyst 9100 Access Points page.

https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/wireless/catalyst-9100ax-access-points/index.html
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/products/networking/wireless/access-points/catalyst-9100-series/index.html

