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Figure 1. Cisco Catalyst Center use cases

Cisco Catalyst® Center (Catalyst Center) is a comprehensive network management solution
designed to simplify and automate the management of enterprise networks. It provides a unified
platform for deploying, monitoring, and troubleshooting both wired and wireless infrastructure. With
advanced features such as policy-based automation, Al-driven analytics, and seamless integration
with Cisco® security solutions, Catalyst Center helps organizations enhance network performance,
ensure compliance, and optimize operational efficiency. Flexible deployment options—including
physical and virtual appliances for on-premises, cloud, or hybrid environments—make it an adaptable
choice for organizations of all sizes.
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Figure 2. Catalyst Center appliances lineup

Catalyst Center provides operational flexibility and multiple deployment options. The physical
appliance is built for enterprise-scale networks and is available for on-premises management. The
Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance can be deployed in public cloud environments, with support for
AWS and Azure. Additionally, a VMware ESXi virtual environment can be supported on premises,
within a private cloud, or at a colocation facility.
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Table 1. Scale specifications for Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance

Scale for Catalyst Center DN-SW-APL
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Figure 3. Ordering the DN-SW-APL license

The DN-SW-APL-LIC license will be deposited into the customer’s Cisco Smart Account when
purchasing a new Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance.

The Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance needs to be registered with the respective Smart Account
or Virtual Account to consume this Cisco DNA virtual appliance license. Refer to the appropriate
Catalyst Center Administrator Guide for more information.
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Table 2. Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance license

DN-SW-APL-LIC Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance

Steps to Order Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance

Search for “DN-SW-APL”
Click Edit and select DN-SW-APL-LIC

Options:

1. For the Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance on AWS, choose DNA-SW-AMI
2. For the Virtual Appliance on ESXi, choose DNA-SW-OVA

3. For the Virtual Appliance on Azure, choose DNA-SW-VHD

Proceed to Checkout

Aselection of DNA-SW-AMI is req ONA Software. Please adj (CE200122)

Configuration Summary

Category © Qty  Extended List Price

. Select DN-SW-APL-LIC

’ Select either DNA-SW-AMI or
DNA-SW-OVA or DNA-SW-VHD

0.00
................. 21 days

Figure 4. Ordering Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance license in Cisco Commerce

Customers should follow the steps in the next section to deposit the Catalyst Center Virtual
Appliance license in the respective Smart Account or Virtual Account automatically.
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Cisco Catalyst Center: simplified IT 1. In Catalyst Center, go to System > Settings > Smart Account. Add the Smart Account user and
experience account name.

Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance:
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S | ificati Design Y Certificates N Smart Account
p 7)  Policy > System Certificates
Trusted Certificates A Some of your license compliance requirements have not been met. Learn more.
. “_ Provision >
Ordering a new Catalyst Center
. . GRAssvRnce > Device Certificates The Cisco Smart Account data is being retrieved from Cisco Smart Software
V| rtual Applla nce ©  Manager(CSSM). Please wait for some time so that the Cisco Smart Account
+3: Workflows Cisco Accounts v data can be updated.
PnP Connect
@, Energy Management Cisco Smart Account credentials are used for connecting to your Smart Licensing account. The
Steps to Order Catal St Cen Cisco.com Credentials License Manager tool will use the details and licenses information from this Smart Account for
y X Tool s entitlement and license management.
ools Smart Account
Vlrtual Appllance N N Smart Licensing Selected Smart Account User  Not linked
SSM Connection Mode Selected Smart Account Name  Not linked ®
2 Activities >
Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance _ v ©
(2] Reports Image Distribution Servers
- o To add a new Smart Account, use the e-mail address associated with your Cisco
reg|strat|on 1 system > PnP Device Authorization Smart Account. You must visit this page in private or incognito mode. A pop-up
B indow will open for authentication. Allow the pop-up to continue. Delete duplicate
Device Controllability Smart Account entries, if there are any. Learn how (5)
) Explore =
QUiCk |inkS Network Resync Interval
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ICMP Ping As of: Sep 2, 2025 2:09 PM >
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Figure 5. Connecting Smart Account on Catalyst Center
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click Register.

Cisco Catalyst Center: simplified IT
experience
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manage and track the status of your license and software usage.
Trusted Certificates

Provisi >
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Certificate Authority
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«3: Workflows Cisco Accounts. v and what has been deployed in your network.
Ordering a new Catalyst Center
@, Energy Management B i the Virtual Account drop-down list is empty, wait for some time and try X
Cisco.com Credentials again. If the problem persists, go to the Overview tab,click Refresh, and
V| rtu al A | ia nce A Tools 5 ensure that Cisco Smart Software Manager (SSM) is reachable via proxy.
pp Smart Account
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Search Virtual Account*
Virtual Appliance © roports image Distrbution Servers ((coom-usa )

1 system > PnP Device Authorization

Catalyst Center Virtual Appliance D Expire
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Figure 6. Registering Cisco Catalyst Center
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