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SMARTER PHILIPPINES 

      Smarter Philippines is the DOST’s umbrella 
S&T program to leverage S&T and ICT for an 
enhanced quality of life for all Filipinos and 
sustained, high and inclusive growth for the 
Philippines.  
      It has two major components: Smarter 
Provinces and Cities for urban development, and 
Smarter Countryside for rural development. 

 
 







Smarter Philippines launched Feb. 20, 2013 
in Davao City with 4 Strategic Partners 

USAID 

DOST- UN Habitat MOU 
Achieving Sustainable Urban Development 

Linkage with European 
Smart Cities Initiative 
via European Chamber 
of Commerce, Phils. 

National ICT Confederation of the Philippines 



iGovPhilippines 



 
Knowledge Workers with 21st Century Skills    

• Computer Gaming for 
Leadership 
Development 
 

• World-Class 
Curriculum Online 
 

• Mobile,tablet-based 
Blended Learning 
System 
 

• Technology Resources 
for Educators 
 

Professional  Development 
for S&T Education and 
Computer Science 



    
      Knowledge Workers w/ 21st Century Skills 

SEVEN ESSENTIAL 21ST CENTURY SKILLS* 
 
1. Critical thinking and problem solving 
2. Effective written, oral, multimedia and 

multilingual communication 
3. Collaboration across networks and 

leading by influence 
4. Creativity and innovation 
5. Accessing and analyzing information 
6. Initiative and entrepreneurialism 
7. Flexibility and adaptability 
 
*Loosely based on the framework of the Partnership for 21st Century Skills. 
   www.p21.org  

Google these studies 



Smarter Philippines builds on the broad shoulders of 
Filipinnovation: a DOST-led PPP for Innovation 



 
Rapid Industrialization 

Advanced Device Materials and 
Testing Laboratory (ADMATEL)—
designed to enhance the productivity of 
the semiconductor and electronics 
industry by providing world-class testing 
facilities at affordable prices.  
• Eliminates the need to send products 
abroad for testing, thus enabling higher 
value added. 

Makibayan—a DOST program aimed at 
enhancing the productivity of the metals and 
engineering industry by providing S&T 
assistance and support to 3 major industry 
associations: Philippine Die and Mold 
Association, Inc. (PDMA); Metalworking 
Industries Association of the Philippines 
(MIAP); and the  Electronics Industries 
Association of the Philippines, Inc. (EIAPI)   



 
 

       Smarter SMEs 
Smarter Philippines will create a market for smart solutions, technologies and services. 

Smarter SMEs will translate that demand into new Filipino-owned enterprises  

 

DOST Innovation Centers in every region 



 

       Automated Guided Transport System (AGT) 

• fully-automated, driverless 
electricity-run monorail. 

 
• Entirely Filipino-made, at 1/5 

of prevailing costs. 
 
• Electricity-run mass 

transport helps mitigate the 
effects of climate change. 

 
 

Pilot project at UP Diliman 



 

           Internet for All: Connected Communities 

TV Whitespaces Initiative  
Aims to bring broadband-enabled 
services to rural areas 

Community e-Centers 
Program 
Aims to bridge the digital 
divide and provide 
affordable access to ICT 
services 

 “… in low- and middle-income countries 
every 10% increase in broadband penetration 
results in 1.38% GDP growth.”  - 
World Bank 

Nationwide fiber-
optic network 
Reliable and 
redundant 
connectivity 



Smart Computing 



From Left to Right: Science & Technology Secretary Mario 
G. Montejo, President Benigno S. Aquino III, and  Project 
Noah Director Dr. Mahar Lagmay  

Project Noah 
  S&T and ICT for Climate Change Mitigation and Disaster Management  

 
 

“Project Noah 
would serve as the 
Philippines’ ark 
against deluge. We 
would put an end 
to the ordeal that 
people have been 
accustomed to in 
rainy weather.” 
 
- President Aquino 







 One Bulacan PRIDE (Program for Rapid Industrialization and 
Development) launched March 8, 2013—Smarter Province Model 

*Front side of flyer distributed on March 8, 2013 



Executive Secretary Paquito 
Ochoa, Keynote Speaker 

“We want to create new 
engines of economic growth, 
and Bulacan will be among the 
pilot provinces for this 
initiative.” 

Gov. Willhelmino M. Sy-Alvarado ,  
Province of Bulacan 

“Our goal is to make Bulacan 
an engine of economic 
growth... 
 
The entire Bulacan will 
become a Smart Province!”  



   

Satellite Gov’t center/ Eco-

tourism hub: DRT 

Water Sports Eco-park: 

Angat After-Bay  

Agro-industrial hub:  San 

Rafael, San Ildefonso 

www.bulacan.gov.ph 

Mineral industry hub: DRT, 

Norzagaray 

Global Urban hubs: 

Plaridel, Baliwag, Pulilan 

Technohub: Malolos 
 

Jewelry Industry:  

Meycauayan, Marilao 



SMARTER 
FARMING & 
FISHERIES 

S&T 
PROGRAMS 

National Rice S&T Program 

National S&T Program for Coconut 

National Mango S&T Program 

National S&T Program on Slaughter Goat 

National Tilapia S&T Program 

National Milkfish S&T Program 

National Swine S&T Program 

National Seaweeds S&T Program 

National Shrimp S&T Program 



WE ARE IN THE EYE OF A PERFECT STORM… 
 
A once-in-several-decades window of 
opportunity to dramatically accelerate economic 
growth, job creation and investment. 
 
…to harness S&T and ICT as an engine of growth. 
 
…to develop the entire countryside. 
 
 

 

 

 

There has never been a better opportunity to 
build a Smarter Philippines! 



Questions? 

Thank You 

Alejandro P. Melchor III 
Program Director, Smarter Philippines 
Department of Science & Technology 
budmelchor@yahoo.com 



TOMORROW starts here. 


