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Event summary – 21 October 2010 

Executive Collaboration Round Table  
Ageing Well – New Opportunities for a Connected Society 

On 21 October, invited executives in 6 countries and 3 time-zones joined forces via 
TelePresence for two hours of lively discussion on the topic of “Ageing WELL”. 

Senior representatives from the World Health Organisation, European Commission,               
US Corporation for National & Community Service, UK Government and notable others took 
part in Toronto, Washington, London, Amsterdam, Brussels and Vienna. 

    

Jane Barratt (Sec. General, International Federation on Ageing) and Annemarie Jorritsma 
(Mayor of Almere, the Netherlands) gave thought-provoking inputs, before the conversation 
was opened up by Chair Kevin Johnson, of Cisco’s Internet Business Solutions Group.       

The views around the table were unanimous: the topic not only has huge global importance, 
there are some strong, recurring themes within it, and scope to learn from each other.               
(The number of connections made between participants,afterwards gave evidence to that). 

There  was also seen to be major potential, and a pressing need, for communication 
technology to be used innovatively to overcome the constraints of location and mobility.  
Examples were cited of how this can enable people of all ages to enjoy more human contact 
and participation, in ways and at times which suit them, and at the same time make better 
use of scarce resources.   

Historical mindsets and norms, for example in relation to working options, and the life-course 
overall, were also highlighted in the discussion as obsolete and now simply inappropriate.  
As one particpant put it in her post-event blog: « Something enormous is happening » 
http://agebomb.com/2010/10/21/life-slide-or-roundabout/              

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The Executive Collaboration Round Table series is organised by Cisco’s Corporate 
Marketing Organisation, in conjunction with the Internet Business Solutions Group.   

It has gained positive feedback for the level of debate, the tangible value gained by 
participants, and the concept of using video to shrink distance and to enable conversations   
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