
SOLUTION BRIEF

Imagine being able to deploy infrastructure, confidently and easily to help you 
achieve digital transformation of your business. 
Digital transformation creates challenges for IT organizations. The need to 
support distributed organizations and pull information from a wide variety 
of sources can challenge your organization's efficiency and effectiveness 
as well as your budget. Businesses are also challenged with newer 
technologies, deployments, and consumption models needed to maintain 
an edge against the competition. Add to this your team's responsibility 
to maintain a powerful and complex environment, and these challenges 
become magnified.

Every day there is more and more data to process, with most data remaining 
unmonetized. As more customers, employees, and applications attempt 
to gain insight in real time, the need to quickly ingest, collect, store, and 
process data continues at a rapid-fire pace—a pace that aging infrastructure 
even two or three years old simply may not be able to handle. An ideal 
solution would be to run your traditional enterprise applications as well as 
emerging technologies on infrastructure that is simple, extensible, reliable, 
and easy to manage, has excellent performance, can help reduce your total 
cost of ownership (TCO), and can speed your return on investment (ROI). 

MODERNIZE YOUR DATA CENTER
Prevalidated for timely, repeatable, 
and consistent deployments

SIMPLICITY 
Management capabilities are 
integrated from the beginning 

STREAMLINED OPERATIONS 
Automation and orchestration 
streamlines deployments and 
ongoing operations 

REDUCED RISK 
Reduce the risks in workload 
service delivery across multiple 
data centers and clouds 

Embrace Digital Business
Transformation with FlashStack
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Such a solution would provide a 
consistent, policy-based framework 
that optimizes an application’s 
performance. 

The answer is a new approach: 
FlashStack converged 
infrastructure. Cisco and Pure 
Storage deliver FlashStack, a 
modern converged infrastructure 
solution that is smarter, simpler, 
and more efficient and powerful 
than ever before. 

FLASHSTACK DELIVERS 
In the new world of IT, you need 
automation of management across 
all aspects of your environment, 
wherever it is located. You now 
have to consider how you protect, 
move, and scale your applications 
and data, both on and off premises. 
And all of this needs to happen at 
the speed of business. FlashStack 
is a converged infrastructure built 
on powerful and flexible Cisco 
Unified Computing System™ (Cisco 
UCS®) servers, Pure Storage 
FlashArray and FlashBlade storage, 
Cisco Nexus® and Cisco MDS 
multilayer switching, and integrated 
and cloud-based management. It 

forms the foundation for a private 
cloud that can reach out into 
multiple public clouds. FlashStack 
provides a solution that is easy 
to automate, orchestrate, and 
manage, delivering: 

• REDUCED RISK in workload 
service delivery across multiple 
data centers and clouds

• ACCELERATED WORKLOAD 
DEPLOYMENT from weeks 
to minutes, using centralized, 
policy-defined automation 
management that eliminates 
manual and tedious processes

• MULTICLOUD SUPPORT that 
helps you build and deliver 
applications with a consistent 
policy model 

• SEAMLESS APPLICATION 
MOVEMENT between clouds 
without compromising security, 
availability, or performance 

• CONTAINMENT OF 
MALICIOUS THREATS as 
connections are made between 
many locations and devices 

• SEAMLESS NETWORKING 
INFRASTRUCTURE for running 
both modern and traditional 

applications distributed across 
multiple public and private 
clouds as well as your own 
highly distributed, on-premises 
data centers 

• REDUCED COMPLEXITY AND 
DEPLOYMENT EFFORT  
with an SaaS management 
option: Cisco Intersight™

• OPTIMAL NETWORK 
SECURITY and operational 
efficiency with policy-based 
networking that doesn't 
require a network engineer to 
understand 

• SECURE EAST-WEST TRAFFIC 
and policy enforcement at data-
center speeds 

• HIGH AVAILABILITY and 
enhanced business continuity 
with active/active disaster 
recovery across multiple data 
centers with nondisruptive 
upgrade capability for the  
entire stack

• DECREASED LATENCY AND 
INCREASED CPU UTILIZATION 
with end-to-end NVMe  
over fabrics
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SIMPLIFIED AND AUTOMATED IT 
This simplified infrastructure, 
management, and automation 
grew out of Cisco UCS, with its 
embedded role- and policy-
based management. Pure Storage 
developed similar simplified 
management so you could spend 
more time focused on your data 
than your devices. The solution is 
"stateless," which means that every 
aspect of identity, configuration, 
and connectivity is abstracted from 
servers and storage. This allows 
you to transform your infrastructure 
to give it the configuration your 
applications need. Flexible 
management allows you to deploy 
your infrastructure in minutes 
rather than days. 

Additionally, Cisco Intersight, 
a software-as-a-service (SaaS) 
infrastructure management 
platform, provides global 
management of the infrastructure 
components, including Cisco UCS 
and Pure Storage flash arrays. 
Intersight provides a holistic 
approach to managing distributed 

computing environments from 
the core to the edge. The Cisco 
Intersight virtual appliance 
provides customers with 
deployment options while still 
offering all the benefits of SaaS. 
This deployment flexibility enables 
organizations to achieve a high 
level of automation, simplicity, and 
operational efficiency.

Additionally, Cisco Application 
Centric Infrastructure (Cisco ACI™) 
uses software-defined networking 
(SDN) that enables application 
agility and data center automation. 
It helps you to quickly and 
consistently build the physical and 
virtual networks your applications 
need. With Cisco ACI, it’s easy to 
build multicloud networks with 
a consistent policy model and 
secure connections between all 
components, wherever they are. 
In addition, Cisco ACI Anywhere 
gives you the flexibility to move 
applications without compromising 
availability or creating a single fault 
domain. Cisco ACI Anywhere helps 
you to:

“ I can describe 
FlashStack 
with one word: 
simple.” 

  BRAD WILTON 
  Director of IT, Valley Proteins 
  WATCH VIDEO 
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“ Pure and Cisco’s 
FlashStack 
solution was 
implemented 
in one hour. In 
three days, we 
converted 200 
virtual machines 
and with only the 
manual in hand, 
our team was 
already able to 
use it. This is an 
immeasurable 
gain.” 

  RENATO NOGUEIRA 
  Infrastructure IT Coordinator, Veracal  
  

MODERNIZE YOUR ENTERPRISE 
APPLICATIONS AND ADOPT 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES  - 
Any organization, whether it is 
commercial, nonprofit, or public 
sector, has applications that are 
mission-critical to its operation 
and survival. Without question, 
applications are the strongest 
link in the functioning of an 
organization. That is why it makes 
so much sense to install them on 
a reliable, cost-effective, flexible 
platform, such as FlashStack, 
which is ideal for mission-critical 
applications, including Microsoft, 
Oracle, SAP, and big-data 
applications. With FlashStack 
you can deploy mission-critical 
applications on a trusted, powerful 
platform that delivers new levels 
of efficiency and at the same 
time reduce data-center costs.  
Additionally, you can power 
your AI, ML, and DL initiatives 
with FlashStack Data Center for 
Deep Learning. Deploying the 
FlashStack Data Center for Deep 
Learning solution can accelerate 
your AI and ML processes. With 
a purpose-built Cisco server for 
deep learning and a Pure Storage 

data hub with FlashBlade storage, 
you are opening the door to easy 
deployment, scalable storage, 
and consistent and simplified 
management to gain better and 
faster insights into your data.

FLASHSTACK CONTINUES  
TO DELIVER 

Cisco and Pure Storage have 
been delivering an all-flash 
converged infrastructure that is 
highly desired for its performance 
and operational efficiencies. 
As you make the digital 
transformation and move to a 
multi-premises cloud infrastructure 
for optimized operations and 
modernized applications, you 
need infrastructure solutions that 
are both highly available and 
provide secure environments for 
your applications. Now you can 
modernize your operational model, 
stay ahead of business demands, 
and protect and secure your 
applications and data, regardless 
of the deployment model, whether 
on premises, at the edge, or in  
the cloud.

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
www.FlashStack.com 
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