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Which Controller to Choose?

Basic Secure Coverage
Retail, Small/Medium Branch

Flagship Performance 
and Scale

Campus/Regional, Enterprise

Applications
Scanner, Transaction Data, 

Voice
Limited Mobility and Multicast

250 clients
6 - 25 Access Points
Fast Ethernet & generic CPU
802.11n support for Reliability & 
Predictability
PCI Security Support
Table Top/Integrated form factor
External Power brick for 2100

• Advanced Applications
Voice, Video, Data Intensive
Mobility, Multicast and Location

• 5000 clients
• 12 - 100 Access Points
• 2 – 4 Gig ports & Network 

Processor Unit
• 802.11n support for Performance, 

Reliability & Predictability
• PCI Security Support 
• Rack Mountable
• Redundant Power Supply

Cisco 2100 Series WLCM

Cisco 4400 Series
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What’s New?

Mission critical enterprise product that offers the following:

Superior performance

Increased Scalability

Optimization for 802.11n

Key Benefits

New Cisco 5500 Series Wireless Controller 
Medium to Large Sized-Enterprise, Branch & Campus

Evolution of the Cisco 4400 Series Wireless LAN Controller

New controller platform that supports up to 500 APs

Improved support for 802.11.n with greater reliability, 
throughput and performance

New flexible licensing and AP count license upgrade
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Cisco Wireless Solution: Standalone

Complete portfolio of AP, antenna options
Industry-leading data rate/range, security and functionality
Easy to manage with IOS CLI, AP GUI
Ability to upgrade to a unified solution
Optimal for deployments up to 250 users, bridging/WGB apps

802.11 a/g Draft 2.0 802.11n
1130 1240 1140 1250

Carpeted Rugged Carpeted Rugged
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Wireless Control System

Features
Planning, configuration, monitoring, 
location, IDS/IPS, reporting, and 
troubleshooting 
Hierarchical maps, intuitive GUI and 
templates
Spectrum Intelligence
Client troubleshooting 
(via Cisco Compatible Extension)
Policy based networking 
(QoS, security, RRM, etc.)

Wireless Control System

Benefits
Lower OPEX and CAPEX
Better visibility and control of the 
air space 
Consolidate functionality into a 
single management system 
Determines location and voice 
readiness
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Cisco Context Aware Mobility Solution

SiSi

SiSi

Cisco 
Wireless 
Control 
System

Cisco Aironet Access Point

Cisco Wireless 
LAN Controller

Wi-Fi 
devices

Cisco Mobility 
Services 
Engine

CCX 
tags
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evices
N
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ork
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anagem
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Chokepoint 
125 kHz

CCX 
tags

Wi-Fi TDoA 
Receiver

Converge 
Disparate 
Networks

Open Mobility 
Applications 
Ecosystem

Address the  
Mobile Asset 
“Wave”

Open API

CCX 
tags

TDoA

Benefits:

• Enable Pervasive WLAN deployment – 
Complement  Cisco Context Aware Mobility 
Solution

• Partnership with location solution expert

• Differentiation against Aruba, Motorola and 
other WLAN vendors

• Context Aware Mobility solution for Indoor 
office space and high ceiling environments 
and outdoor environments

• Extend Cisco location solution to 
Manufacturing, Yard management, 
Distribution centers, Retail warehouse
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WAN Edge

Services Block

Secure WLAN 2.0: End-to-End Solution Architecture
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