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Status Quo is Not an Option

Source: Gartner, 2008

ñ50% of Enterprise Class data centers will be 

technologically obsolete within 24 monthsò- Gartner Group

ÅStorage growing at 40-70% per year 

ÅUtilization ~15-25% (Servers/Storage)

ÅPower & Cooling ~25-30% of total DC costs

ÅOperations taking another ~30% of total DC costs

ÅInformation Retention extending from 3 to 10 years 

ÅNew Applications can take 60-180 days to deploy
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ÁSiloôd

ÁComplex, heterogeneous infrastructure

ÁNew developments
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IT Infrastructure limits Business agility
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IT Environmental Challenges

ÁCooling

ÁStructured cabling

ÁPower

ÁStructural loading

Typical Shortcomings

The Nature of Data Center 
Infrastructure Makes It 
Challenging to Find 
Solutions That Donôt Spawn 
Other Problems
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Each watt consumed by IT infrastructure carries a ñburden factorò of 1.8 
to 2.5 for power consumption associated with cooling, 
conversion/distribution and lighting*

Where does the Power Go? 
Losses in power generate heat

Sources:  EYP Mission Critical Facilities, Cisco IT, Network World, 
Customer Interviews, APC


