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Healthcare via Shipping Containers? 
Forbes India Blog 
December 12, 2012 
 
Why not? Being classified as prefabricated structures, containers avoid the regulatory hassles associated 
with floor area rules or land-use agreements that arise in setting up physical infrastructure. Minimalist in 
design, it can be transported through rail and used in the remotest corner of the country. 
When I heard the announcement yesterday that CSIR and Hewlett-Packard India had launched an e-
healthcare center (eHC) by using shipping containers, frankly speaking, I said to myself, ‘Here comes 
another solution-in-a-box that’ll go from one pilot to second, or even third pilot and then consign itself 
to government documents. After all, what business does CSIR have to get into healthcare delivery? As 
for HP, as part of social innovation agenda, they’d demonstrate something and move on. That’s what 
many companies, whether MNCs or local, do. 
 
But it appears there’s some method in this madness. CSIR, which is an umbrella organization of 38 
research labs and has contributed to the generics drug industry, is taking its mandate further. After 
taking on open source drug discovery, it now wants to use ICT for affordable healthcare delivery. 
Together with HP, it has funded the design and development of eHC which is basically a container 
converted into a primary healthcare center complete with medical equipment and IT infrastructure for 
diagnosing, testing, and medicine disbursement. HP has enabled health cloud that allows for electronic 
medical record keeping, remote monitoring, consultation and a health policy dashboard. The eHC has 
run for 100 days examining 4000 patients in Chausala village in Haryana. The next eHC will be set up in 
Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
Practising telemedicine in a container 
Healthcare delivery has not been the mandate of CSIR at all, admits Anurag Agrawal, coordinator at the 
Centre of Excellence for Translational Research in Asthma & Lung disease at IGIB in Delhi, a CSIR center. 
“But healthcare research is our mandate which requires healthcare data. By this initiative we are 
integrating the two in a secure manner,” he says. An AIIMS alumnus, who was at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston,US, before taking up this assignment at CSIR, is one of those returnee professionals 
in India who are fired by the zeal to change the system. 
CSIR has secured funding in the 12th Plan to set up at least 30 such centres across India, hoping that in 
five years that they exhaust their funds, they’d have proven the business model and inspired more 
caregivers to adopt this ‘product’. (Yes, that’s what HP likes to call it.). Two other companies have 
supported this initiative. Medical aseptic training, specialized medical consumable kits, electronic 
stethoscopes, corrosion protection and solar reflective coatings for eHC were provided by 3M India and 
Orion eServices provided integration of the medical equipment and other devices with the health cloud 
and training to the eHC personnel. 
 
Agrawal has thought of a few business models to begin with. Since a village of 5000 people will require 
Rs 50,000 per month to run this centre, he thinks if the National Rural Health Mission, which seems 
interested in this, comes forward in any village or district, then it could sustain eHC. If not, in the second 
model, eHC would charge each person Rs 10 /month. In some places, either some foundation or trust, 
like the OP Jindal Foundation has done in Chausala, can fund for the utilities like electricity and water. 
 
In the third scenario, there are villages where people want to pay for healthcare services but either they 
don’t have expertise or space to put up a healthcare centre. eHC could fill the gap there. 
 

http://forbesindia.com/article/breakpoint/how-open-source-drug-discovery-is-helping-india-develop-new-drugs/32668/1
http://www.igib.res.in/?q=AnuragAgrawal


 
 

In the fourth case, which is applicable to regions like the North East, Agrawal says a company, say, for 
instance the Tata group, may have many employees in the region and is keen to provide healthcare 
services to its people but there are no avenues for care delivery. It could then set up eHC and run it with 
support from CSIR, and its partners which will even crowd source doctors. 
CSIR director general Samir Brahmachari says the OSDD has given him the confidence that open 
innovation for healthcare will play an important role in the data intensive world. 
 
Today, it costs about Rs 75 lakh for setting up a 3-container eHC. HP says with volume, the cost would 
come down to Rs 25 (and lower) for 1-container eHC. That compares favourably with a brick and mortar 
Primary Health Centre that today costs Rs 1 crore in Haryana. 
 
In a country where 18 percent of all episodes in rural areas and 10 percent in urban areas receive no 
health care at all, technology is the only medium which can make healthcare accessible. But how cost-
effective will it be for the users and how profitable for the healthcare providers? Is V-Sat and the 
dependence on satellites, the best mode of connectivity when the world is moving towards fibre? 
 
Two years ago I wrote about Cisco’s healthpresence, a low-end version of its bandwidth guzzling 
telepresence, for developing countries like India. Cisco had then said it had sorted out the thorny issues 
of delivery and was working with partners like Airtel, Apollo Hospitals and others. As far as I know the 
large scale roll out that Cisco had anticipated didn’t work out as well as they had planned. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, President – Inclusive Growth, Cisco Systems, says the company has piloted the 
medical solution in 2 states and 7 districts. The Cisco health care solution has currently been 
implemented in Raichur, Shimoga, Chitradurga, Gwalior, Sehore, Datia and Chindwara in partnership 
with the governments of Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh. 
 
“As of December 10 2012, we have conducted 21,500 specialty and super-specialty consultations. We 
have contributed to the reduction in maternal mortality and infant mortality rates,” says Sitaraman. The 
company  has used the same infrastructure to educate pregnant women on what to expect when 
expecting and has conducted special workshops to identify children requiring special attention and 
educating their parents on how to handle such children. 
As for the cost, Cisco says it has brought it down to $1 per consultation and believes it is reasonable. 
Agrawal thinks Rs 10/person in a village is the optimum price a village person could be willing to pay for 
his general well-being. But as with earlier pilots — at least 60 in the last decade — it’s as much to do 
with the well being of the ecosystem as with the economics of the care itself. 
 
How far eHC will go, we’ll know in a few years. But the pathetic public health indicators  that India has, 
any number of such healthcare experiments will only add to the lessons learnt. 
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The Hindu Business Line 
Cisco solution for educators 
07/03/13 
 
Cisco has announced the Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 2700), a hardware product for 
educators. This collaborative, cloud-based video conferencing solution will enable delivery of education 
and skills development courses across the country. Codenamed ‘Dwara’, the product is the first of 
Cisco’s ‘Internet of Everything’ solutions from India. This solution will connect the unconnected, and 
enable vast rural populations to access teachers and master trainers. 
  

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/info-tech/cisco-solution-for-educators/article4482208.ece


 
 

DNA 
Virtual education for rural children in Karnataka 
07/03/13 
 
It may look like your average film projector, but according to Cisco, their new cloud-based solution code 
named Dwara might just be able to solve a lot of educational woes in the country. Dwara, which was 
unveiled in Bangalore on Wednesday, is a Cisco Education-Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution. 
The box will be able to connect qualified teachers in specific centres in the city to project their classes 
live to several schools in real time. 
 
What makes it unique is the fact that students sitting in classes will be able to directly interact with the 
teacher. The box also comes with its own Wifi access point, a computer,projection device, speakers 
router and a camera. 
 
“We have been able to virtualise the teacher. India is going to be a young country for a long time and we 
need to provide good education for the children. We are trying to reach the aspirant poor and the 
lower-middle class and possibly work towards those who are below poverty line,” said Aravind 
Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco Systems. 
The product was pilot tested for two years in nine schools and four hostels in Hoskote, Shimoga and 
Raichur. 
 
According to Sitaraman, the drop out rates for these schools came down over time due to the system. 
 
“Students using the product will be able to share a single internet connection and also be able to take 
home many of the videos to review.” While he was not forthcoming with how much the overall 
equipment cost, Sitaraman said it would cost about '50-60 per student per month for a school whose 
strength is at least 200. 
 
“We are also connected with NGOs to provide the content and the qualified teachers for the classes. We 
will provide the entire ecosystem,” he said. Sitaraman said they group would set up the product and it is 
designed in such a manner that it comes with a built in UPS and is built to withstand extreme conditions 
and temperatures. 
  

http://www.dnaindia.com/mobile/report.php?n=1808366


 
 

The New India Express 
A new doorway to education 
07/03/13 
 
‘Dwara’, a cloud-based education enabled development product by Cisco, which can provide two-way 
communication between teachers and students was unveiled on Wednesday. The teachers can conduct 
classes in several places at once and the students can use the in-built wi-fi access point to reach out to 
the teacher. 
 
“We have managed to virtualise the teacher and bring good education into the reach of aspirant poor 
and lower middle class. India will be a young country and we need to focus on good education,” said 
Aravind Sitaraman, president of Inclusive Growth, Cisco Systems. 
 
He added that Cisco will partner with NGOs to provide teachers and the content. The company will take 
contents from government textbooks and distribute them in various languages. “We will provide the 
entire ecosystem, including setup and technical support,” he said. With Dwara, a teacher who is based in 
Bangalore will be able to take classes for students in Shimoga. 
 
Dwara was put through a rigorous two-year testing period in nine schools and four hostels. “We plan to 
sell 400 machines in the next six months. Dwara will cost a school approximately 1$ per student per 
month with a minimum strength of 200,” Arvind said. 
 
  

http://newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/article1491419.ece


 
 

Global News Service 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform for Indian Classrooms, Developed in India 
07/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco today announced the Cisco Education 
Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution. This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution 
will enable efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, facilitating 
inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit word for portal to 
signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ground-breaking ‘Internet of 
Everything’solutions from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable vast rural 
populations to access expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in many 
areas outside urban centres. 
 
‘CEED’ is the second product to be launched from Cisco’s India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
‘CEED’ is a comprehensive integrated and open learning platform designed to utilize Cisco® 
Collaboration suite to deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. With the 
enablement of remote teaching and learning, every rural school can now offer the same level of expert 
teaching that is available only to children in cities.  Similarly, the solution brings the skills of master 
trainers to youth in remote areas. An expert teacher or master trainer can bring in multiple classes in 
remote areas and teach them complex concepts as if he or she were right before the classes. The 
students can also ask real-time questions as if the teacher is in the class before them. By preserving this 
real-time interactive user experience, ‘CEED’ is an apt vehicle to bring advanced education and critical 
livelihood—generating job skills to populations in remote areas. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Akash tablet that the government of 
India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections to 
well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
 
By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 
 
In a statement here today, Cisco, president, Inclusive Growth MrAravind Sitaraman said, “CEED is Cisco’s 
first step towards bringing inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely 
affordable prices. It has the potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country 
and help the nation leapfrog several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 
2050.  For a fast developing nation like India, inclusive growth is key. We are probably the first company 
in the world to have a business unit focused on creating technologies and solutions to bring inclusive 
growth to under-served populations. We are very proud to have developed this product from our site in 
India and simultaneously realize our vision to bring cost of technology in education down to a very 
affordable USD 1 per child per month.” 

http://globalnewzservice.com/?p=5846


 
 

InformationWeek 
Cisco launches cloud-based remote education platform for Indian classrooms 
07/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco today announced the Cisco Education 
Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution. This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution 
will enable efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, facilitating 
inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed ‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit word for portal to 
signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ‘Internet of Everything’ solutions 
from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable vast rural populations to access 
expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in many areas outside urban 
centres. 
 
‘CEED' is the second product to be launched from Cisco's India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, “CEED is Cisco’s first step towards bringing 
inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely affordable prices. It has the 
potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country and help the nation leapfrog 
several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 2050.  For a fast developing 
nation like India, inclusive growth is key. We are probably the first company in the world to have a 
business unit focused on creating technologies and solutions to bring inclusive growth to under-served 
populations. We are very proud to have developed this product from our site in India and 
simultaneously realize our vision to bring cost of technology in education down to a very affordable USD 
1 per child per month.” 
 
‘CEED’ is a comprehensive integrated and open learning platform designed to utilize Cisco Collaboration 
suite to deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. With the enablement of remote 
teaching and learning, every rural school can now offer the same level of expert teaching that is 
available only to children in cities.  Similarly, the solution brings the skills of master trainers to youth in 
remote areas. An expert teacher or master trainer can bring in multiple classes in remote areas and 
teach them complex concepts as if he or she were right before the classes. The students can also ask 
real-time questions as if the teacher is in the class before them. By preserving this real-time interactive 
user experience, ‘CEED’ is an apt vehicle to bring advanced education and critical livelihood---generating 
job skills to populations in remote areas. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Aakash tablet that the government 
of India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections 
to well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
 
By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 

http://www.informationweek.in/education/13-03-06/cisco_launches_cloud-based_remote_education_platform_for_indian_classrooms.aspx


 
 

Silicon India 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform for Indian Classrooms 
07/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco announced the Cisco Education Enabled 
Development (CEED 2700) solution.  This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution will 
enable efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, facilitating 
inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed ‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit word for portal to 
signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ground-breaking ‘Internet of 
Everything’ solutions from India. 
 
 
Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable vast rural populations to access expert 
teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in many areas outside urban centres. 
 
 
‘CEED' is the second product to be launched from Cisco's India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about  $1 per child per month. 
 
 
‘CEED’ is a comprehensive integrated and open learning platform designed to utilize Cisco Collaboration 
suite to deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. With the enablement of remote 
teaching and learning, every rural school can now offer the same level of expert teaching that is 
available only to children in cities. 
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InfoTechLead 
Cisco Unveils Dwara – live remote education platform for rural India 
07/03/13 
 
Cisco has unveiled Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution, a collaborative, cloud-
based video interaction solution that delivers education and skills development courses across the 
country. Codenamed ‘Dwara’ – which means doorway in Sanskrit – the new solution is one of the first in 
Cisco’s Internet of Everything solutions from India. 
 
The solution will enable vast rural populations to access expert teachers and master trainers. Such 
training is nearly impossible in many areas outside urban centers. 
 
Cisco launched CEED with a vision to transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down the cost 
of technology in education to about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
The open learning platform designed utilizes Cisco Collaboration suite to deliver cloud-driven live and 
hosted video and other content. The solution enables remote teaching and helps deliver the same level 
of expert teaching available in cities. 
 
An expert teacher or master trainer can bring in multiple classes in remote areas and teach them 
complex concepts as if he or she were right before the classes. The students can also ask real-time 
questions as if the teacher is in the class before them. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for use in harsh environments. It is energy efficient, 
using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural environments. With a built-in router that 
also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection device, this solution allows multiple 
students using devices like the Akash tablet to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate 
connections to well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information 
Centre (NIC). 
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Telecom Tiger 
Cisco introduces Live Remote Education Platform for Indian classrooms 
07/03/13 
 
Cisco on Wednesday introduces Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 2700) , a collaborative, 
cloud-based video interaction solution that will enable efficient delivery of education and skills 
development courses across the country. 
 
Cisco said that this product from its site in India will realize its vision to bring cost of technology in 
education down to a very affordable USD 1 per child per month. 
 
It will facilitate inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit 
word for portal to signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ground-
breaking‘Internet of Everything’ solutions from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution 
will enable vast rural populations to access expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly 
impossible in many areas outside urban centres. 
 
‘CEED' is the second product to be launched from Cisco's India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
‘CEED’ is a comprehensive integrated and open learning platform designed to utilize Cisco® 
Collaboration suite to deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. With the 
enablement of remote teaching and learning, every rural school can now offer the same level of expert 
teaching that is available only to children in cities. Similarly, the solution brings the skills of master 
trainers to youth in remote areas. An expert teacher or master trainer can bring in multiple classes in 
remote areas and teach them complex concepts as if he or she were right before the classes. The 
students can also ask real-time questions as if the teacher is in the class before them. By preserving this 
real-time interactive user experience, ‘CEED’ is an apt vehicle to bring advanced education and critical 
livelihood---generating job skills to populations in remote areas. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Akash tablet that the government of 
India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections to 
well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
 
By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco said , “CEED is Cisco’s first step towards bringing 
inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely affordable prices. It has the 
potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country and help the nation leapfrog 
several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 2050. 
  

http://www.telecomtiger.com/Technology_fullstory.aspx?passfrom=Technology&storyid=17023&section=S210


 
 

The Point Daily 
Cisco Systems (NASDAQ:CSCO) introduces cloud-based remote education platform in India 
07/03/13 
 
Today, Cisco Systems, Inc. (NASDAQ:CSCO) unveiled the Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 
2700) solution in India. This collaborative video interaction solution based on the cloud will allow 
efficient delivery of skills and educational development courses in the country, helping comprehensive 
growth and empowering rural India. 
 
The product is Codenamed “Dwara”, which is the first of Cisco (CSCO)’s ‘Internet of Everything’ solutions 
from India. This solution will help in connecting the unconnected and will allow large rural communities 
to access master trainers and proficient teachers. Such kind of training is almost impossible in areas 
outside urban institutes. 
 
CEED is the second product to be introduced from Cisco’s India site with the aim of driving innovation 
from India to other parts of the Globe. The company is accomplishing its goal to help transform 
education for the poor by reducing the cost of technology in education to approx. $1 for each child each 
month. 
President of Inclusive Growth at Cisco, Aravind Sitaraman, said that CEED is the company’s first step to 
introduce inclusive growth in rural regions by utilizing the new technology at exceptionally low costs. It 
has the ability to transform skills and learning development in India and to fulfill its dream of becoming a 
developed country by 2050, he said. 
 
Sitaraman added that inclusive growth is critical for fast developing countries like India and Cisco is 
probably the first company to have a business division working on developing solutions and 
technologies to bring inclusive growth to under-served communities. He also said that the company is 
proud to have developed this product from its Indian site and at the same time understand its vision to 
decrease cost of technology in education to as low as $1 per child per month. 
  

http://thepointdaily.com/cisco-systems-nasdaqcsco-introduces-cloud-based-remote-education-platform-in-india/127865/


 
 

Studies Today 
Cisco launches cloud-based remote education platform for Indian classrooms 
07/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco today announced the Cisco Education 
Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution. This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution 
will enable efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, facilitating 
inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed ‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit word for portal to 
signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ‘Internet of Everything’ solutions 
from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable vast rural populations to access 
expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in many areas outside urban 
centres. 
 
‘CEED' is the second product to be launched from Cisco's India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, “CEED is Cisco’s first step towards bringing 
inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely affordable prices. It has the 
potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country and help the nation leapfrog 
several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 2050.  For a fast developing 
nation like India, inclusive growth is key. We are probably the first company in the world to have a 
business unit focused on creating technologies and solutions to bring inclusive growth to under-served 
populations. We are very proud to have developed this product from our site in India and 
simultaneously realize our vision to bring cost of technology in education down to a very affordable USD 
1 per child per month.” 
 
‘CEED’ is a comprehensive integrated and open learning platform designed to utilize Cisco Collaboration 
suite to deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. With the enablement of remote 
teaching and learning, every rural school can now offer the same level of expert teaching that is 
available only to children in cities.  Similarly, the solution brings the skills of master trainers to youth in 
remote areas. An expert teacher or master trainer can bring in multiple classes in remote areas and 
teach them complex concepts as if he or she were right before the classes. The students can also ask 
real-time questions as if the teacher is in the class before them. By preserving this real-time interactive 
user experience, ‘CEED’ is an apt vehicle to bring advanced education and critical livelihood---generating 
job skills to populations in remote areas. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Aakash tablet that the government 
of India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections 
to well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
 
By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 

http://www.studiestoday.com/feed-item/cisco-launches-cloud-based-remote-education-platform-indian-classrooms-informationweek


 
 

This Week Bangalore 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform for Indian Classrooms, Developed in India 
07/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco today announced the Cisco Education 
Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution.  This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution 
will enable efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, facilitating 
inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed ‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit word for portal to 
signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ground-breaking ‘Internet of 
Everything’ solutions from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable vast rural 
populations to access expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in many 
areas outside urban centres. 
 
 ‘CEED’ is the second product to be launched from Cisco’s India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
 ‘CEED’ is a comprehensive integrated and open learning platform designed to utilize Cisco® 
Collaboration suite to deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. With the 
enablement of remote teaching and learning, every rural school can now offer the same level of expert 
teaching that is available only to children in cities.  Similarly, the solution brings the skills of master 
trainers to youth in remote areas. An expert teacher or master trainer can bring in multiple classes in 
remote areas and teach them complex concepts as if he or she were right before the classes. The 
students can also ask real-time questions as if the teacher is in the class before them. By preserving this 
real-time interactive user experience, ‘CEED’ is an apt vehicle to bring advanced education and critical 
livelihood—generating job skills to populations in remote areas. 
 
 The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Akash tablet that the government of 
India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections to 
well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
 By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 
 
 Addressing the media  Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, said that “CEED is Cisco’s 
first step towards bringing inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely 
affordable prices. It has the potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country 
and help the nation leapfrog several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 
2050.  For a fast developing nation like India, inclusive growth is key. We are probably the first company 
in the world to have a business unit focused on creating technologies and solutions to bring inclusive 
growth to under-served populations. We are very proud to have developed this product from our site in 
India and simultaneously realize our vision to bring cost of technology in education down to a very 
affordable USD 1 per child per month.” 
 

http://www.thisweekbangalore.com/?p=20387


 
 

Over 3 billion users will be joining the digital world in the near future and wanted to replicate every ever 
by building up the partnership with NGO’s and respective state government. In the next 6 months we 
will be touching around 400 schools he added. 
  



 
 

Silobreaker 
A new doorway to education 
07/03/13 
 
‘Dwara’, a cloud-based education enabled development product by Cisco, which can provide two-way 
communication between teachers and students was unveiled on Wednesday. The teachers can conduct 
classes in several places at once and the students can use the in-built wi-fi access point to reach out to 
the teacher. 
 
“We have managed to virtualise the teacher and bring good education into the reach of aspirant poor 
and lower middle class. India will be a young country and we need to focus on good education,” said 
Aravind Sitaraman, president of Inclusive Growth, Cisco Systems. 
 
He added that Cisco will partner with NGOs to provide teachers and the content. The company will take 
contents from government textbooks and distribute them in various languages. “We will provide the 
entire ecosystem, including setup and technical support,” he said. With Dwara, a teacher who is based in 
Bangalore will be able to take classes for students in Shimoga. 
 
Dwara was put through a rigorous two-year testing period in nine schools and four hostels. “We plan to 
sell 400 machines in the next six months. Dwara will cost a school approximately 1$ per student per 
month with a minimum strength of 200,” Arvind said. 
  

http://news.silobreaker.com/a-new-doorway-to-education-5_2266663222322921554


 
 

VARIndia 
Cisco debuts Live Remote Education Platform for Indian Classrooms 
07/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco (NASDAQ:CSCO) has announced the Cisco 
Education Enabled Development (CEED 2700) solution. This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction 
solution will enable efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, 
facilitating inclusive growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed “Dwara” (after the Sanskrit word 
for portal to signify a doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s groundbreaking 
“Internet of Everything” solutions from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable 
vast rural populations to access expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in 
many areas outside urban centres. 
 
“CEED” is the second product to be launched from Cisco's India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about US$1 per child per month. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40-per cent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Akash tablet that the Government of 
India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections to 
well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, President, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, said, “CEED is Cisco’s first step towards bringing 
inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely affordable prices. It has the 
potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country and help the nation leapfrog 
several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 2050. For a fast-developing 
nation like India, inclusive growth is the key.” 
  

http://www.varindia.com/Cisco-debuts-Live-Remote-Education-Platform-for-Indian-Classrooms.htm


 
 

CRN 
Cisco Introduces Rugged Solution For Remote Education 
12/03/13 
 
As a part of its initiative for inclusive education, Cisco has announced the Cisco Education Enabled 
Development (CEED) solution for distance education. 
 
Code-named Dwara—which means doorway in Sanskrit—the new solution is one of the first in Cisco’s 
Internet of Everything solutions from India. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for use in harsh environments. It is energy efficient, 
using 40 percent less power and thus proving ideal for rural environments. 
 
With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection device, this 
solution allows multiple students using low-cost tablet devices to share a single Internet connection. It 
can also facilitate connections to well-known education portals such as the one produced by National 
Information Centre. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, President, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, said, “CEED has the potential to revolutionize 
learning and skills development in India and help the nation leapfrog several generations to realize its 
dream of becoming a developed nation by 2050.  We are very proud to have developed this product 
from our site in India and simultaneously realize our vision to bring cost of technology in education 
down to a very affordable $1 per child per month.”  
  

http://www.crn.in/news/cloud/2013/03/11/cisco-introduces-rugged-solution-for-remote-education


 
 

OpenEqualFree 
Cisco provides new platform for education in India 
12/03/13 
 
Cisco Systems, Inc. has produced hardware known as the Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 
2700) to Indian educators and students. It will provide two-way video communication for teachers in 
India to reach students miles away, using Wi-Fi. According to Aravind Sitaraman, President of Inclusive 
Growth, Cisco Systems, CEED will transform education so that the under-privileged will have access to 
quality education at a low cost. 
 
Codenamed ‘Dwara,’ this is the latest in cloud-based education. It is one of Cisco’s first solutions to 
‘Internet of Everything’ in India. It will connect the unconnected, and provide access to expert trainers 
and quality teachers that are only available in cities. It will allow for developments in skills and education 
for students in rural India. 
 
“We have managed to virtualise the teacher and bring good education into the reach of aspirant poor 
and lower middle class. India will be a young country and we need to focus on high quality education,” 
said Aravind. He hopes to achieve inclusive growth and bridge the rural-urban gap, so that, by 2050, 
India might become a developed country. 
 
The hardware will be initially tested for two years at nine schools and four hostels. Set-up and technical 
support will also be provided by Cisco. The product has a built-in router that will provide a Wi-Fi access 
point. “We plan to sell 400 machines in the next six months. Dwara will cost a school approximately 1$ 
per student per month with a minimum strength of 200,” Aravind said. 
  

http://www.openequalfree.org/cisco-provides-new-platform-for-education-in-india/20648


 
 

State of Kerala 
Cisco’s ‘Dwara’ to connect educators 
12/03/13 
 
Cisco Technologies announced the launch of the Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED), a 
collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution that will enable efficient delivery of education and 
skills development courses. 
 
Named Dwara, after the Sanskrit word for portal to signify a doorway to a new future, this is Cisco’s first 
foray into the ‘Internet of everything’ solutions. 
 
Dwara will allow educators in rural areas to connect with experts and trainers from urban centres. 
 
According to a release from Cisco, CEED hardware is designed for harsh environments where 
temperature and dust can be high. It is energy efficient and uses 40 per cent less power, and thus ideal 
for rural environments. 
 
“With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer and a projection device, this 
solution allows multiple students using devices like the Akash tablet that the [Union government] is 
trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections to well-known 
education portals such as the one produced by the National Information Centre,” the release said. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, said: “CEED is Cisco’s first step towards bringing 
inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely affordable prices. It has the 
potential to revolutionise learning and skills development in this country. We are very proud to have 
developed this product from our site in India and simultaneously realise our vision to bring cost of 
technology in education down to a very affordable $1 per child per month.” 
  

http://www.stateofkerala.in/blog/2013/03/10/tech-news/


 
 

School Choice 
A new doorway to education 
12/03/13 
 
‘Dwara’, a cloud-based education enabled development product by Cisco, which can provide two-way 
communication between teachers and students was unveiled on Wednesday. The teachers can conduct 
classes in several places at once and the students can use the in-built wi-fi access point to reach out to 
the teacher. 
 
“We have managed to virtualise the teacher and bring good education into the reach of aspirant poor 
and lower middle class. India will be a young country and we need to focus on good education,” said 
Aravind Sitaraman, president of Inclusive Growth, Cisco Systems. 
 
He added that Cisco will partner with NGOs to provide teachers and the content. The company will take 
contents from government textbooks and distribute them in various languages. “We will provide the 
entire ecosystem, including setup and technical support,” he said. With Dwara, a teacher who is based in 
Bangalore will be able to take classes for students in Shimoga. 
 
Dwara was put through a rigorous two-year testing period in nine schools and four hostels. “We plan to 
sell 400 machines in the next six months. Dwara will cost a school approximately 1$ per student per 
month with a minimum strength of 200,” Arvind said. 
  

http://schoolchoice.in/blog/


 
 

Nagpur Post 
Cisco Provides New Platform for Education in India 
12/03/13 
 
Cisco Systems, Inc. has produced hardware known as the Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 
2700) to Indian educators and students. It will provide two-way video communication for teachers in 
India to reach students miles away, using Wi-Fi. According to Aravind Sitaraman, President of Inclusive 
Growth, Cisco Systems, CEED will transform education so that the under-privileged will have access to 
quality education at a low cost. 
 
Codenamed ‘Dwara,’ this is the latest in cloud-based education. It is one of Cisco’s first solutions to 
‘Internet of Everything’ in India. It will connect the unconnected, and provide access to expert trainers 
and quality teachers that are only available in cities. It will allow for developments in skills and education 
for students in rural India. 
 
“We have managed to virtualise the teacher and bring good education into the reach of aspirant poor 
and lower middle class. India will be a young country and we need to focus on high quality education,” 
said Aravind. He hopes to achieve inclusive growth and bridge the rural-urban gap, so that, by 2050, 
India might become a developed country. 
 
The hardware will be initially tested for two years at nine schools and four hostels. Set-up and technical 
support will also be provided by Cisco. The product has a built-in router that will provide a Wi-Fi access 
point. “We plan to sell 400 machines in the next six months. Dwara will cost a school approximately 1$ 
per student per month with a minimum strength of 200,” Aravind said. 
  

http://www.nagpurhost.com/category/education/


 
 

Electronic Staff 
Cisco’s ‘Dwara’ to bond educators 
12/03/13 
 
Cisco Technologies announced a launch of a Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED), a 
collaborative, cloud-based video communication resolution that will capacitate fit smoothness of 
preparation and skills expansion courses. 
 
Named Dwara, after a Sanskrit word for portal to weigh a pathway to a new future, this is Cisco’s initial 
incursion into a ‘Internet of everything’ solutions. 
 
Dwara will concede educators in farming areas to bond with experts and trainers from civic centres. 
According to a recover from Cisco, CEED hardware is designed for oppressive environments where heat 
and dirt can be high. It is appetite fit and uses 40 per cent reduction power, and so ideal for farming 
environments. 
 
“With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi entrance point, a mechanism and a projection device, this 
resolution allows mixed students regulating inclination like a Akash inscription that a [Union 
government] is perplexing to develop, to share a singular Internet connection. It can also promote 
connectors to obvious preparation portals such as a one constructed by a National Information Centre,” 
a recover said. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, said: “CEED is Cisco’s initial step towards bringing 
thorough expansion to farming areas regulating a latest record during intensely affordable prices. It has 
a intensity to change training and skills expansion in this country. We are really unapproachable to have 
grown this product from a site in India and concurrently realize a prophesy to move cost of record in 
preparation down to a really affordable $1 per child per month.” 
  

http://electronicstaff.com/2013/tech-news-2


 
 

Click IT 
Cisco debuts Live Remote Education Platform for Indian Classrooms 
12/03/13 
 
Creating a milestone in the Indian education market, Cisco has announced the Cisco Education Enabled 
Development (CEED 2700) solution. This collaborative, cloud-based video interaction solution will enable 
efficient delivery of education and skills development courses across the country, facilitating inclusive 
growth and empowering rural India. Codenamed “Dwara” (after the Sanskrit word for portal to signify a 
doorway to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s groundbreaking “Internet of Everything” 
solutions from India. Helping connect the unconnected, this solution will enable vast rural populations 
to access expert teachers and master trainers. Such training is nearly impossible in many areas outside 
urban centres. 
 
“CEED” is the second product to be launched from Cisco’s India site with the intent of driving innovation 
from India to the rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and 
UL Labs, Cisco is fulfilling its vision to help transform education for the unprivileged by bringing down 
the cost of technology in education to about US$1 per child per month. 
 
The CEED hardware is ruggedized and designed for harsh environments where temperature and dust 
can be high. It is energy efficient, using 40-per cent less power and thus proving ideal for rural 
environments. With a built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection 
device, this solution allows multiple students using devices like the Akash tablet that the Government of 
India (GoI) is trying to develop, to share a single Internet connection. It can also facilitate connections to 
well-known education portals such as the one produced by GoI’s National Information Centre (NIC). 
 
By virtualizing expert teachers and master trainers and making them available to under-served 
populations, Cisco believes that CEED is an ideal vehicle to achieve inclusive growth and therefore bridge 
the rural-urban gap. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, President, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, said, “CEED is Cisco’s first step towards bringing 
inclusive growth to rural areas using the latest technology at extremely affordable prices. It has the 
potential to revolutionize learning and skills development in this country and help the nation leapfrog 
several generations to realize its dream of becoming a developed nation by 2050. For a fast-developing 
nation like India, inclusive growth is the key.” 
  

http://clickitnews.co.in/?p=9531


 
 

Web Notations 
Cloud based Remote Education 
12/03/13 
 
Education system in India has a lot of changes. Better education makes better students that makes 
better country. Cisco created a milestone in the Indian education market. On March 06, 2013 Cisco 
announced the Cisco Education Enabled Development (CEED 2700) program. CEED is mainly useful for 
rural India. It is a cloud based video interaction program. It delivers efficient education and skills 
development courses across the country. ‘Dwara’ (after the Sanskrit word for portal to signify a doorway 
to a new future), the product is the first of Cisco’s ‘Internet of Everything’ solutions from India. 
 
There is no proper education in rural areas. People will travel long distances for better education. To 
help out the people and to connect them with expert teachers and master trainers, Cisco introduced 
CEED program. 
 
‘CEED’ is the second product launched from Cisco’s India site to make India more Innovative from the 
rest of the world. With successful international compliance certified under FCC, CE and UL LABS, Cisco is 
helping to transform education for unchartered to fulfill its vision. They reduced the cost of education 
and is about USD 1 per child per month. 
 
Aravind Sitaraman, president, Inclusive Growth, Cisco, told that “‘CEED’ is Cisco’s first step towards the 
growth of the rural areas by using the latest technology at extremely available prices. It has the potential 
to change learning and skills development in this country and makes Indians dream of becoming a 
developed country by 2050. Growth is a key reason for fast growing countries like India. We are proud 
to develop this product from our site in India.” 
 
The CEED hardware is hard-wearing or shock resistant and it faces harsh environments where 
temperature and dust can be high. It is energy-efficient and consumes less power i.e. 40 percent. It has a 
built-in router that also acts as a Wi-Fi access point, a computer, and projection device. It allows multiple 
students using devices like Aakash tablet. Government of India (GoI) is trying to develop Aakash tablet to 
share a single internet connection. It can also be connected to well-known education portals. 
 
CEED is the integrated and open learning platform. It is designed to use Cisco Collaboration suite to 
deliver cloud-driven live and hosted video and other content. CEED is just like a live class by expert 
teachers and children can ask the questions as if the teacher is in front of them. Cisco believes that CEED 
provides good education and skills to the unprivileged people and reduces the gap between rural and 
urban.  

http://webnotations.com/cloud-based-remote-education/


 
 

This Week Bangalore 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform for Indian Classrooms, Development 
07/03/13 
 

 
 
Note: ThisweekBangalore has a hit rate of 38,008 views per month (Source: Alexa.com)  

http://www.thisweekbangalore.com/?p=20377


 
 

 
KNN 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform 
07/03/13 
 

 
 
Note: KNN has a hit rate of 2,159,408 page views per month (Source: Alexa.com)  

http://www.knn24x7.com/


 
 

Silicon City News 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform For Indian Classrooms, Developed In India 
07/03/13 
 

 
 

Note: Silicon City News has a hit rate of 209,349 page views per month (Source: Alexa.com) 

  

http://www.siliconcitynews.com/?p=9515


 
 

IT Hub 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform For Indian Classrooms, Developed In India 
12/03/13 
 

 

  

http://www.ithub.tv/videos.php?video_id=17


 
 

Hybiz TV 
Cisco Introduces Live Remote Education Platform For Indian Classrooms, Developed In India 
14/03/13 
 
 

  

http://www.hybiz.tv/Aravind-Sitaraman---Inclusive-Growth/171839
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