
 

Preface

Audience
This guide is for the networking professional managing the Catalyst 3550 switch, hereafter referred to 
as the switch or the multilayer switch (when it has the enhanced multilayer switch image installed). 
Before using this guide, you should have experience working with the Cisco IOS and be familiar with 
the concepts and terminology of Ethernet and local area networking.

Purpose
This guide provides the information you need to configure Layer 2 and Layer 3 software features on your 
switch. It provides procedures for using the commands that have been created or changed for use with 
the Catalyst 3550 switch. It does not provide detailed information about these commands. For detailed 
information about these commands, refer to the Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Command Reference 
for this release. For information about the standard IOS Release 12.1 commands, refer to the IOS 
documentation set available from the Cisco.com home page at Service and Support > Technical 
Documents > Documentation Home Page > Cisco IOS Software Configuration > Cisco IOS Release 
12.1.

This guide also includes an overview of the Cluster Management Suite (CMS) web-based, switch 
management interface, which helps you create and manage clusters of switches. This guide does not 
provide field-level descriptions of the CMS windows nor does it provide the procedures for configuring 
switches and switch clusters from CMS. For all CMS window descriptions and procedures, refer to the 
CMS online help, which is integrated with the software image.

This guide does not describe system messages you might encounter or how to install your switch. For 
more information, refer to the Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch System Message Guide for this release 
and to the Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Hardware Installation Guide.
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Organization
This guide is organized into these chapters:

Chapter 1, “Overview,” lists the software features of this release and provides examples of how the 
switch can be deployed in a network.

Chapter 2, “Using the Command-Line Interface,” describes how to access the command modes, use the 
command-line interface (CLI), and describes CLI messages that you might receive. It also describes how 
to get help, abbreviate commands, use no and default forms of commands, use command history and 
editing features, and how to search and filter the output of show and more commands.

Chapter 3, “Getting Started with CMS,” describes the Cluster Management Suite (CMS) web-based, 
switch management interface. For information on configuring your web browser and accessing CMS, 
refer to the release notes. For field-level descriptions of all CMS windows and procedures for using the 
CMS windows, refer to the online help.

Chapter 4, “Assigning the Switch IP Address and Default Gateway,” describes how to create the initial 
switch configuration (for example, assign the switch IP address and default gateway information) by 
using a variety of automatic and manual methods. It also describes how to modify the switch startup 
configuration.

Chapter 5, “Clustering Switches,” describes switch clusters and the considerations for creating and 
maintaining them. The online help provides the CMS procedures for configuring switch clusters. 
Configuring switch clusters is most easily performed through CMS; therefore, CLI procedures are not 
provided. Cluster commands are described in the Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Command Reference.

Chapter 6, “Administering the Switch,” describes how to perform one-time operations to administer your 
switch. It describes how to prevent unauthorized access to your switch through the use of passwords, 
privilege levels, and the Terminal Access Controller Access Control System Plus (TACACS+). It also 
describes how to set the system date and time, system name and prompt, create a login banner, how to 
manage the MAC address table, and how to optimize system resources for user-selected features.

Chapter 7, “Configuring Interface Characteristics,” defines the types of Layer 2 and Layer 3 interfaces 
on the switch. It describes the interface command and provides procedures for configuring physical 
interfaces. 

Chapter 8, “Creating and Maintaining VLANs,” describes how to create and maintain virtual local-area 
networks (VLANs). It includes information about VLAN modes, the VLAN Trunk Protocol (VTP) 
database, and the VLAN Membership Policy Server (VMPS).

Chapter 9, “Configuring STP,” describes how to configure basic and advanced spanning-tree features on 
your switch.

Chapter 10, “Configuring IGMP Snooping and MVR,” describes how to configure Layer 2 Internet 
Group Management Protocol (IGMP) snooping on your switch. It also describes Multicast VLAN 
Registration (MVR), a local IGMP snooping feature available on the switch.

Chapter 11, “Configuring Traffic Suppression and Traffic Control,” describes how to reduce traffic 
storms by setting broadcast, multicast, and unicast traffic threshold levels; how to configure protected 
ports; and how to block unknown broadcast and unicast traffic.

Chapter 12, “Configuring CDP,” describes how to configure Cisco Discovery Protocol (CDP) on your 
switch.

Chapter 13, “Configuring UDLD,” describes how to configure the UniDirectional Link Detection 
(UDLD) feature. UDLD enables devices connected through fiber-optic or twisted-pair Ethernet cables 
to monitor the physical configuration of the cables and detect when a unidirectional link exists. 
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Chapter 14, “Configuring RMON,” describes how to configure remote monitoring (RMON). The RMON 
feature, which is used with the Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) agent in the switch, 
means that you can monitor all the traffic flowing among switches on all connected LAN segments.

Chapter 15, “Configuring System Message Logging,” describes how to configure system message 
logging. It describes the message format, how to change the message display destination device, limit 
the type of messages sent, configure UNIX server syslog daemon and define the UNIX system logging 
facility, and timestamp messages.

Chapter 16, “Configuring SNMP,” describes how to configure the Simple Network Management 
Protocol (SNMP). It describes how to configure community strings, enable trap managers and traps, set 
the agent contact and location information, and how to limit TFTP servers used through SNMP.

Chapter 17, “Configuring Network Security with ACLs,” describes how to configure network security 
on your switch using two types of access control lists (ACLs), router ACLs and VLAN maps. It describes 
how to apply ACLs to interfaces and provides examples.

Chapter 18, “Configuring QoS,” describes how to configure quality of service (QoS) on your switch. 
With this feature, you can provide preferential treatment to certain traffic at the cost of others. 

Chapter 19, “Configuring EtherChannel,” describes how to bundle a set of individual ports into a single 
logical link on Layer 2 and Layer 3 interfaces.

Chapter 20, “Configuring IP Unicast Routing,” describes how to configuring IP unicast routing on your 
switch, including configuring IP addressing features, Routing Information Protocol (RIP), Interior 
Gateway Routing Protocol (IGRP), Open Shortest Path First (OSPF) protocol, and Enhanced IGRP 
(EIGRP). To use this feature, you must have the enhanced multilayer switch image installed on your 
switch.

Chapter 21, “Configuring HSRP,” describes how to use Hot Standby Router Protocol (HSRP) to provide 
routing redundancy for routing IP traffic without depending on the availability of any single router. To 
use this feature, you must have the enhanced multilayer switch image installed on your switch.

Chapter 22, “Configuring IP Multicast Routing,” how to configuring IP multicast routing. It describes 
how to use and configure the Internet Group Management Protocol (IGMP), Protocol-Independent 
Multicast (PIM) protocol, Cisco Group Management Protocol (CGMP) server functionality, and how to 
inter-operate between PIM and Distance Vector Multicast Routing Protocol (DVMRP) domains. To use 
this feature, you must have the enhanced multilayer switch image installed on your switch.

Chapter 23, “Configuring MSDP,” describes how to configure the Multicast Source Discovery Protocol 
(MSDP), which is a mechanism to connect multiple PIM sparse-mode domains. To use this feature, you 
must have the enhanced multilayer switch image installed on your switch.

Chapter 24, “Configuring Fallback Bridging,” describes how to configure fallback bridging on your 
switch. With fallback bridging, you can bridge non-IP protocols between VLAN bridge domains and 
routed ports. To use this feature, you must have the enhanced multilayer switch image installed on your 
switch

Chapter 25, “Troubleshooting,” describes how to identify and resolve software problems related to the 
IOS software.
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Appendix A, “Supported MIBs,” lists the supported MIBs for this release and how to use FTP to access 
the MIB files.

Appendix B, “Working with the IOS File System, Configuration Files, and Software Images,” describes 
how to manipulate the Flash file system, how to copy configuration files, and how to archive (upload and 
download) software images.

Appendix C, “Unsupported CLI Commands in Release 12.1(4)EA1,” lists the unsupported 
command-line interface (CLI) commands that are displayed when you enter the question mark (?) at the 
switch prompt. The unsupported commands are listed by software feature and command mode.

Conventions
This publication uses these conventions to convey instructions and information:

Command descriptions use these conventions:

• Commands and keywords are in boldface text. 

• Arguments for which you supply values are in italic.

• Square brackets ([ ]) mean optional elements.

• Braces ({ }) group required choices, and vertical bars ( | ) separate the alternative elements.

• Braces and vertical bars within square brackets ([{ | }]) mean a required choice within an optional 
element.

Interactive examples use these conventions:

• Terminal sessions and system displays are in screen font.

• Information you enter is in boldface screen font.

• Nonprinting characters, such as passwords or tabs, are in angle brackets (< >).

Notes, cautions, and warnings use theses conventions and symbols:

Note Means reader take note. Notes contain helpful suggestions or references to materials not contained 
in this manual.

Caution Means reader be careful. In this situation, you might do something that could result equipment 
damage or loss of data.

Timesaver Means the following will help you solve a problem. The tips information might not be 
troubleshooting or even an action, but could be useful information.
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Related Publications
You can order printed copies of documents with a DOC-xxxxxxx= number. For more information, see 
the “Ordering Documentation” section on page xxx. 

These publications provide more information about the switch:

• Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Documentation CD

This CD is shipped with the switch and contains these documents:

– Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Software Configuration Guide (order number DOC-7811194=)

– Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Command Reference, (order number DOC-7811195=)

– Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch System Message Guide, (order number DOC-7811196=)

– Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Hardware Installation Guide (order number DOC-7811358=)

• Release Notes for the Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch, Cisco IOS Release 12.1(4)EA1

Obtaining Documentation
The following sections provide sources for obtaining documentation from Cisco Systems.

World Wide Web
You can access the most current Cisco documentation on the World Wide Web at these sites:

• http://www.cisco.com

• http://www-china.cisco.com

• http://www-europe.cisco.com

Documentation CD-ROM 
Cisco documentation and additional literature are available in a CD-ROM package, which ships 
with your product. The Documentation CD-ROM is updated monthly and might be more current than 
printed documentation. The CD-ROM package is available as a single unit or as an annual subscription.
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Ordering Documentation
Cisco documentation is available in these ways:

• Registered Cisco Direct Customers can order Cisco Product documentation from the Networking 
Products MarketPlace:

http://www.cisco.com/cgi-bin/order/order_root.pl

• Registered Cisco.com users can order the Documentation CD-ROM through the online Subscription 
Store:

http://www.cisco.com/go/subscription

• Nonregistered Cisco.com users can order documentation through a local account representative by 
calling Cisco corporate headquarters (California, USA) at 408 526-7208 or, in North America, by 
calling 800 553-NETS(6387).

Documentation Feedback

If you are reading Cisco product documentation on the World Wide Web, you can send us your comments 
by completing the online survey. When you display the document listing for this platform, click Give Us 
Your Feedback. If you are using the product-specific CD and you are connected to the Internet, click 
the pencil-and-paper icon in the toolbar to display the survey. After you display the survey, select the 
manual that you wish to comment on. Click Submit to send your comments to the Cisco documentation 
group.

You can e-mail your comments to bug-doc@cisco.com.

To submit your comments by mail, for your convenience many documents contain a response card 
behind the front cover. Otherwise, you can mail your comments to this address:

Cisco Systems, Inc.
Document Resource Connection
170 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, CA 95134-9883

We appreciate your comments.

Obtaining Technical Assistance
Cisco provides Cisco.com as a starting point for all technical assistance. Customers and partners can 
obtain documentation, troubleshooting tips, and sample configurations from online tools. For Cisco.com 
registered users, additional troubleshooting tools are available from the TAC website. 
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Cisco.com
Cisco.com is the foundation of a suite of interactive, networked services that provides immediate, open 
access to Cisco information and resources at anytime, from anywhere in the world. This highly 
integrated Internet application is a powerful, easy-to-use tool for doing business with Cisco.

Cisco.com provides a broad range of features and services to help customers and partners streamline 
business processes and improve productivity. Through Cisco.com, you can find information about Cisco 
and our networking solutions, services, and programs. In addition, you can resolve technical issues with 
online technical support, download and test software packages, and order Cisco learning materials and 
merchandise. Valuable online skill assessment, training, and certification programs are also available.

Customers and partners can self-register on Cisco.com to obtain additional personalized information and 
services. Registered users can order products, check on the status of an order, access technical support, 
and view benefits specific to their relationships with Cisco.

To access Cisco.com, go to this website:

http://www.cisco.com

Technical Assistance Center
The Cisco TAC website is available to all customers who need technical assistance with a Cisco product 
or technology that is under warranty or covered by a maintenance contract.

Contacting TAC by Using the Cisco TAC Website

If you have a priority level 3 (P3) or priority level 4 (P4) problem, contact TAC by going to the TAC 
website:

http://www.cisco.com/tac

P3 and P4 level problems are defined as follows:

• P3—Your network performance is degraded. Network functionality is noticeably impaired, but most 
business operations continue.

• P4—You need information or assistance on Cisco product capabilities, product installation, or basic 
product configuration.

In each of the above cases, use the Cisco TAC website to quickly find answers to your questions. 

To register for Cisco.com, go to this website:

http://www.cisco.com/register/

If you cannot resolve your technical issue by using the TAC online resources, Cisco.com registered users 
can open a case online by using the TAC Case Open tool at this website:

http://www.cisco.com/tac/caseopen
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Contacting TAC by Telephone 

If you have a priority level 1(P1) or priority level 2 (P2) problem, contact TAC by telephone and 
immediately open a case. To obtain a directory of toll-free numbers for your country, go to this website:

http://www.cisco.com/warp/public/687/Directory/DirTAC.shtml

P1 and P2 level problems are defined as follows:

• P1—Your production network is down, causing a critical impact to business operations if service is 
not restored quickly. No workaround is available.

• P2—Your production network is severely degraded, affecting significant aspects of your business 
operations. No workaround is available. 
xxxii
Catalyst 3550 Multilayer Switch Software Configuration Guide

78-11194-01


	Preface
	Audience
	Purpose
	Organization
	Conventions
	Related Publications
	Obtaining Documentation
	World Wide Web
	Documentation CD-ROM
	Ordering Documentation
	Documentation Feedback


	Obtaining Technical Assistance
	Cisco.com
	Technical Assistance Center
	Contacting TAC by Using the Cisco TAC Website
	Contacting TAC by Telephone





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


