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Installing the ASA 5505

This chapter describes how to install the Cisco ASA 5505 adaptive security 
appliance. This chapter includes the following sections:

• Verifying the Package Contents, page 4-1

• PoE Ports and Devices, page 4-3

• Installing the Chassis, page 4-4

• Connecting to Network Interfaces, page 4-4

• Powering on the Cisco ASA 5505, page 4-6

• Setting Up a PC for System Administration, page 4-6

• Optional Procedures, page 4-7

• Ports and LEDs, page 4-9

• What to Do Next, page 4-13   

Verifying the Package Contents
Verify the contents of the packing box to ensure that you have received all items 
necessary to install your Cisco Cisco ASA 5505 adaptive security appliance, as 
shown in Figure 4-1. 
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Figure 4-1 Contents of Cisco ASA 5505 Package
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PoE Ports and Devices 
On the Cisco ASA 5505, switch ports Ethernet 0/6 and Ethernet 0/7 support PoE 
devices that are compliant with the IEEE 802.3af standard, such as IP phones or 
wireless access points.   If you install a non-PoE device or do not connect to these 
switch ports, the adaptive security appliance does not supply power to the ports 
and the device must be powered on its own. 

These ports are the only ports that can provide power for IP phones or other PoE 
devices. However, these ports are not restricted to that use. They can also be used 
as Ethernet switch ports, like the Ethernet switch ports numbered 0 through 5. If 
a PoE device is not attached, power is not supplied to the port. 

When connecting PoE devices, use the following guidelines: 

• Use straight-through cable only. Using crossover cable does not enable the 
Cisco ASA 5505 to provide power to the PoE ports. 

• Do not disable auto-negotiation (force speed and duplex) on E0/6 and E0/7 
when using them to connect PoE devices. If auto-negotiation is disabled, the 
Cisco ASA 5505 does not recognize that a PoE device is attached. In this 
case, power is not provided to the port. 

Note Be careful when connecting a Cisco PoE device to a non-PoE switch 
port (E0/0 through E0/5). If auto-negotiation is disabled for that 
switch port, a network loopback might occur with some Cisco 
Powered Device (PD) models.   

• The C isco IP Phone 7970 is always in low-power mode when drawing power 
from the Cisco ASA 5505. 
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Installing the Chassis
You can wall-mount or rack-mount the Cisco ASA 5505. The part number for 
ordering a wall-mount kit for the Cisco ASA 5505 is ASA-5505-WALL-MNT= , 
the part number for ordering a rack-mount kit for the Cisco ASA 5505 is 
ASA5505-RACK-MNT=. For information on wall-mounting or rack-mounting 
the Cisco ASA 5505, see "Mounting the ASA 5505 Chassis" section,  in the 
Cisco ASA 5500 Series Hardware Installation Guide.

To install the Cisco ASA 5505, perform the following steps: 

Step 1 Place the chassis on a flat, stable surface. 

Step 2 Connect Port 0 to the public network (that is, the Internet): 

a. Use a yellow Ethernet cable to connect the device to a switch or hub.

b. Use one of the yellow Ethernet cables to connect the device to a 
cable/DSL/ISDN modem.

Note By default, switch port 0 is the outside port. 

Step 3 Connect your network devices with an Ethernet cable to one of the remaining 
seven switched ports (numbered 1 through 7). 

If you are connecting any Power over Ethernet (PoE) devices, connect them to one 
of the switch ports that support PoE (ports numbered 6 and 7). 

Connecting to Network Interfaces
To connect to a network interface, perform the following steps:

Step 1 Locate an RJ-45 to RJ-45 Ethernet cable. 

Step 2 Connect one end of the Ethernet cable to an Ethernet port (ports 0 through 7), as 
shown in Figure 4-2. (Typically Ethernet port 0 is used to connect to an Internet 
router.) 
4-4
Cisco ASA 5505 Getting Started Guide

78-17612-02

http://www.cisco.com/en/US/docs/security/asa/hw/maintenance/guide/procs.html#wp1043988


Chapter 4      Installing the ASA 5505
  Connecting to Network Interfaces
Figure 4-2 Connecting to an Ethernet Interface

Step 3 Connect the other end of the Ethernet cable to a device, such as a router, desktop 
computer, or printer. 

Note When connecting a computer to an inside port on the rear panel of the 
adaptive security appliance, use a straight through cable because ports 0 
through 5 are switched ports and ports 6 and 7 are PoE ports and both 
require that you connect a straight through cable.
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Powering on the Cisco ASA 5505 
To power on the Cisco ASA 5505, perform the following steps:

Step 1 Connect the power supply to the power cable.

Step 2 Connect the small, rectangular connector of the power supply cable to the power 
connector on the rear panel. 

Step 3 Connect the AC power connector of the power supply input cable to an electrical 
outlet.

Note The Cisco ASA 5505 does not have a power switch. Completing Step 3 
powers on the device.

Step 4 Check the power LED; if it is solid green, then the device is powered on. 

For more information, see the “Front Panel Components” section on page 4-9.

Setting Up a PC for System Administration
You can perform setup, configuration, and management tasks from a PC using the 
Adaptive Security Device Manager (ASDM) application, which provides an 
intuitive graphical user interface (GUI).   In addition to configuration and 
management capability, ASDM also provides configuration wizards for initial 
configuration, VPN configuration, and high-availability configuration. 

For more information about using ASDM for setup and configuration, see 
Chapter 5, “Configuring the Adaptive Security Appliance.”   

To set up a PC from which you can configure and manage the Cisco ASA 5505, 
perform the following steps: 

Step 1 Make sure that the speed of the PC interface to be connected to one of the Cisco 
ASA 5505 inside ports is set to autonegotiate. This setting provides the best 
performance. 
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By default, the Cisco ASA 5505 automatically negotiates the inside interface speed. 
If autonegotiate is not an option for the PC interface, set the speed to either 10 or 
100 Mbps half duplex. Do not set the interface to full duplex; this causes a duplex 
mismatch that significantly impacts the total throughput capabilities of the interface. 

Step 2 Configure the PC to use DHCP (to receive an IP address automatically from the 
Cisco ASA 5505), which enables the PC to communicate with the Cisco ASA 
5505 and the Internet as well as to run ASDM for configuration and management 
tasks. 

Alternatively, you can assign a static IP address to your PC by selecting an address 
in the 192.168.1.0 subnet. When you connect other devices to any of the inside 
ports, make sure that they do not have the same IP address.   

Step 3 Use an Ethernet cable to connect the PC to a switched inside port on the rear panel 
of the Cisco ASA 5505 (one of the ports numbered 1 through 7).

Step 4 Check the LINK LED to verify that the PC has basic connectivity to the Cisco 
ASA 5505. 

When connectivity is established, the LINK LED on the front panel of the Cisco 
ASA 5505 lights up solid green.

You can now access the ASDM and the ASDM Startup Wizard. See Chapter 5, 
“Configuring the Adaptive Security Appliance” for information about how to 
perform initial setup and configuration of the Cisco ASA 5505. 

Optional Procedures
This section describes how to perform tasks that are not required for the initial 
setup of the Cisco ASA 5505. This section includes the following topics:

• “Connecting to the Console” section on page 4-8

• “Installing a Cable Lock” section on page 4-9
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Connecting to the Console 
You can access the command line for administration using the console port on the 
Cisco ASA 5505. To do so, you must run a serial terminal emulator on a PC or 
workstation, as shown in Figure 4-3.

Figure 4-3 Connecting to the Console

To connect a console for local, command-line administrative access, perform the 
following steps:

Step 1 Plug one end of the PC terminal adapter into a standard 9-pin PC serial port on your 
PC.

Step 2 Plug the other end of the blue console cable into the concsole port.

Step 3 Configure the PC terminal emulation software or terminal for 9600 baud, 8 data 
bits, no parity, and 1 stop bit.
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Installing a Cable Lock 
The Cisco ASA 5505 includes a slot that accepts standard desktop cable locks to 
provide physical security for small portable equipment, such as a laptop computer. 
The cable lock is not included.

To install a cable lock, perform the following steps: 

Step 1 Follow the directions from the manufacturer for attaching the other end of the 
cable for securing the adaptive security appliance.

Step 2 Attach the cable lock to the lock slot on the back panel of the Cisco ASA 5505.

Ports and LEDs
This section describes the front and rear panels of the ASA 5505. This section 
includes the following topics: 

• Front Panel Components, page 4-9

• Rear Panel Components, page 4-12

Front Panel Components
The LINK/ACT indicators on the front panel of the Cisco ASA 5505 are normally 
solid green when a link is established and flashing green when there is network 
activity. Each Ethernet interface (numbered 0 through 7) has two LEDs: one to 
indicate the operating speed and the other to indicate whether the physical link is 
established. 
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Figure 4-4 shows the front panel of the Cisco ASA 5505. 

Figure 4-4 ASA 5505 Front Panel
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Port / LED Color State Description

1 USB Port — — Reserved for future use. 

2 Speed Indicators Not lit — Network traffic is flowing at 10 
Mbps.

Green On Network traffic is flowing at 100 
Mbps.

3 Link Activity 
Indicators

Green Solid The physical link established.*

Green Flashing There is network activity. 

4 Power Green On The device is powered on.

Off — The device is powered off. 

5 Status Green Flashing The power-up diagnostics are 
running or the system is booting. 

Solid The system is operational.

Amber Solid The system has encountered a 
problem. 
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* If the LINK/ACT LED does not light up, the link could be down if there is a duplex mismatch. 
You can fix the problem by changing the settings either on the Cisco ASA 5505 or on the other 
end. If auto-negotiation is disabled (it is enabled by default), you might be using the wrong type 
of cable.

6 Active Green Solid The system is forwarding traffic.

If the system is part of a high 
availability setup, a solid green 
light indicates that the link is 
forwarding traffic. 

Amber Solid The system is on standby.

If the system is part of a high 
availability setup, a solid amber 
light indicates that this is the 
standby unit. 

7 VPN Green Solid The VPN tunnel is established.

Flashing The system is initiating the VPN 
tunnel. 

Amber Solid The tunnel failed to initiate. 

8 SSC — — An SSC card is present in the SSC 
slot.  

Note Currently not supported in 
this release.

Port / LED Color State Description
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Rear Panel Components
Figure 4-5 shows the back panel of the Cisco ASA 5505. 

Figure 4-5 ASA 5505 Rear Panel
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Port or LED Purpose

1 Power connector Attaching the power cord.

2 Security service card slot Reserved for future use.

3 Serial console port Managing the device using the CLI (command-line interface). 

4 Lock device Reserved for future use.

5 RESET button Reserved for future use.

6 2 USB ports v2.0 ports Reserved for future use. 

7 Ethernet switch ports 0–5 Layer 2 switch non-powered ports that provide flexible zone 
configuration. 

8 PoE switch ports 6–7 Can be used for PoE devices, that is, devices that can be powered by 
the network interface, such as IP phones. 

These ports are the only ports that can be used for IP phones, or 
other PoE devices. However, these ports are not restricted to that 
use. They can also be used as Ethernet switch ports, as are the ports 
numbered 0 through 5. 

If a PoE device is not attached, power is not supplied to the port, and 
the device must be powered on its own. 
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What to Do Next
Continue with Chapter 5, “Configuring the Adaptive Security Appliance.” 
4-13
Cisco ASA 5505 Getting Started Guide

78-17612-02



Chapter 4      Installing the ASA 5505
  What to Do Next
4-14
Cisco ASA 5505 Getting Started Guide

78-17612-02


	Installing the ASA 5505
	Verifying the Package Contents
	PoE Ports and Devices
	Installing the Chassis
	Connecting to Network Interfaces
	Powering on the Cisco ASA 5505
	Setting Up a PC for System Administration
	Optional Procedures
	Connecting to the Console
	Installing a Cable Lock

	Ports and LEDs
	Front Panel Components
	Rear Panel Components

	What to Do Next



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


