
Longley Park Sixth Form College aims to provide North East Sheffield with

the best possible further education.The College found that its Cisco IT

infrastructure was proving fundamental to supporting learning and improving

education delivery for students and teachers.

21st century technology-enabled learning

Longley Park Sixth Form College is one of a handful of new sixth form colleges set

up by the government to help promote and achieve higher levels of education among

16-18 year olds. The college is especially important in NE Sheffield because the area

has a low number of people entering post-16 education and it is one of the few

institutions of its kind in the area. Longley Park SFC offers a range of courses and

specialist services such as Performing Arts, Public Services and courses that combine

study with part-time work.

The College has been built on a greenfield site and therefore had the chance from the

start to develop modern building and educational facilities. The aim of the College is

to provide a 21st century learning environment for its students. The College believes

that central to delivering this is the quality of the IT and network infrastructure.

Longley Park SFC’s vice principal, Trevor Wray, says, “We have a long-standing

commitment to using technology to support and enhance education. In its broadest

sense, IT is fundamental to learning because it provides the building blocks of our

teaching and learning strategy – we couldn’t do much without it.

“What’s important is how you deploy the technology and we wanted a strong and

robust network because it’s at the core of our IT infrastructure. There’s not much

point having excellent hardware, software and education applications if you can’t get

the level of connectivity needed to bring it to the desktop or, in our case, to the

teaching front line.”
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relevant high-quality technology

NETWORK SOLUTION
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standards of education

• Helps students invest in personal
achievement and development
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from teachers

• Delivers a high value-versus-cost
ratio
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Cisco – technologically superior to competitors

Wray says, “When we researched the various different vendors, we found that for 

a relatively modest premium, Cisco was able to provide a very robust solution,

technologically superior to any of its nearest competitors.” The college also found that

Cisco provided the best solution for supporting multi-user, high-bandwidth applications

such as multi-media or video-on-demand.

Longley Park SFC has deployed a Cisco IP Local Area Network (LAN) around the

college building. It supports around 600 PCs and notebooks used by over 100 teaching

and administration staff, and over 1000 students. It also supports wireless connections in

public areas such as the College café with more secure wireless connection in all classrooms.

As well as using Cisco technology for education activities such as producing coursework

and creating spreadsheets and presentations, Longley Park SFC also uses technology in

more innovative ways. For example, there is a learning resource centre at the College

which provides e-learning facilities for much of the college’s education activity. Both

students and teachers use this to access learning information such as curriculum subjects

and programmes, annual work plans or individual lesson notes and presentations. This

environment provides a forum for sharing best practices so that teachers and students

from the same class, subject or across different subjects can share experiences.

There is also a learning database available to students comprising information from within

the College and information from external education agencies such as the Further

Education Resources for Learning (FERL) and the British Educational Communications

and Technology agency (BECTa). The College uses the Cisco solution for important

messages, such as urgent announcement or information about college events which are

delivered to classrooms via networked data projectors; to large displays in the central

atrium or to PCs when students log onto their personal profiles.

Cisco worked together with European Electronique, a Cisco Premier Certified Partner,

to implement the solution at Longley Park SFC.

Cisco enhances understanding of educational needs

The Cisco solution has had an immediate impact on helping Longley Park SFC improve

learning, teaching and administration. 

Wray says, “As a result of the Cisco solution, we have a very enhanced understanding

of what our students are doing, what their needs are and how they are using and

applying teaching resources. This makes it much easier for us to improve the delivery

and level of post-16 education we can provide to the community.”

The College uses an on-line system for monitoring student progress. For example, the

Cisco technology helps with sharing information for morning registration, which is

performed electronically and communicating the information to a central database. It

also enables course work and exam results to be stored centrally. Having this on the

Cisco network and making it available to all teaching staff wherever they are located

makes the systems much more effective. 

Data about each student is available centrally so that teachers have information about a

student at their finger tips – via a PC or laptop – and can respond to student needs

faster and more efficiently. Students can also access certain information in the system so

that they can review their own performance via their own computers or college PCs.

“As a result of the Cisco technology, we have 
a very enhanced understanding of what our
students are doing, what their needs are and how
the are using and applying teaching resources.
This makes is much easier for us to improve the
delivery and level of post-16 education we can
provide to the community.”

Trevor Wray

Vice Principal 

Longley Park SFC
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I certainly wouldn’t hesitate buying Cisco

technology again.

“One of the key things about working with Cisco is that it has enabled the College to

share information in an open way and in my experience that leads to a significant

improvement in learning,” says Wray. “Our students are able to see how their

performance is being monitored and managed and they realise how important it is.

This helps them focus on improving and gives them a sense ownership and

responsibility for their own development.”

The Cisco network is also helping to make administrative work easier for teachers.

Longley Park SFC has invested in administration support applications such as on-line

templates for lesson planning. The burden of producing regular reports on every

student is significantly lifted by using the Cisco network to gather information from

several different sources and create many routine elements of the reports

automatically. 

Wray says, “I believe we’re getting excellent value for money with Cisco and I certainly

wouldn’t hesitate buying Cisco solutions again. But importantly, the Cisco technology

is used to improve teaching and learning and therefore the prospects for students that

come to Longley Park SFC.”

Longley Park Sixth Form College Case Study

CISCO ENHANCES EDUCATION 

AT SHEFFIELD SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Argentina • Australia • Austria • Belgium • Brazil • Bulgaria • Canada • Chile • China PRC • Colombia • Costa Rica • Croatia • Czech Republic
Denmark • Dubai, UAE • Finland • France • Germany • Greece • Hong Kong SAR • Hungary • India • Indonesia • Ireland • Israel • Italy
Japan • Korea • Luxembourg • Malaysia • Mexico • The Netherlands • New Zealand • Norway • Peru • Philippines • Poland • Portugal
Puerto Rico • Romania • Russia • Saudi Arabia • Scotland • Singapore • Slovakia • Slovenia • South Africa • Spain • Sweden
Switzerland • Taiwan • Thailand • Turkey • Ukraine • United Kingdom • United States • Venezuela • Vietnam • Zimbabwe

Copyright © 2006 Cisco Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. CCIP, CCSP, the Cisco Arrow logo, the Cisco Powered Network mark, Cisco Unity, Follow Me Browsing, FormShare, and StackWise are trademarks
of Cisco Systems, Inc.; Changing the Way We Work, Live, Play, and Learn, and iQuick Study are service marks of Cisco Systems, Inc.; and Aironet, ASIST, BPX, Catalyst, CCDA, CCDP, CCIE, CCNA, CCNP,

Cisco, the Cisco Certified Internetwork Expert logo, Cisco IOS, the Cisco IOS logo, Cisco Press, Cisco Systems, Cisco Systems Capital, the Cisco Systems logo, Empowering the Internet Generation, Enterprise/Solver,
EtherChannel, EtherSwitch, Fast Step, GigaStack, Internet Quotient, IOS, IP/TV, iQ Expertise, the iQ logo, iQ Net Readiness Scorecard, LightStream, MGX, MICA, the Networkers logo, Networking Academy,
Network Registrar, Packet, PIX, Post-Routing, Pre-Routing, RateMUX, Registrar, ScriptShare, ScriptShare, SlideCast, SMARTnet, StrataView Plus, Stratm, SwitchProbe, TeleRouter, The Fastest Way to Increase
Your Internet Quotient, TransPath, and VCO are registered trademarks of Cisco Systems, Inc. and/or its affiliates in the U.S. and certain other countries.

All other trademarks mentioned in this document or Web site are the property of their respective owners. The use of the word partner does not imply a partnership relationship between Cisco and any other company.
(0304R)

The Print Consultancy ( 01483 771211) / July 06
Printed in the UK

Corporate Headquarters
Cisco Systems, Inc.
170 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, CA 95134-1706
USA
www.cisco.com
Tel: 408 526-4000

800 553-NETS (6387)
Fax: 408 526-4100

European Headquarters
Cisco Systems International BV
Haarlerbergpark
Haarlerbergweg 13-19 
1101 CH Amsterdam
The Netherlands
www-europe.cisco.com
Tel: 31 0 20 357 1000
Fax: 31 0 20 357 1100

Americas Headquarters
Cisco Systems, Inc.
170 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, CA 95134-1706
USA
www.cisco.com
Tel: 408 526-7660
Fax: 408 527-0883

Asia Pacific Headquarters
Cisco Systems, Inc.
Capital Tower
168 Robinson Road
#22-01 to #29-01
Singapore 068912
www.cisco.com
Tel: +65 6317 7777
Fax: +65 6317 7799

Cisco Systems has more than 200 offices in the following countries and regions. Addresses, phone numbers, and fax numbers are listed on the
C i s c o . c o m  W e b  s i t e  a t  w w w . c i s c o . c o m / g o / o f f i c e s .


