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How Cisco IT Architected Headquarters MAN 

Cisco Catalyst 6500 Series Switch and Gigabit Ethernet provide platform 
for campus standard and support for future applications. 
 

By the late 1990s, phenomenal growth at the Cisco Systems® San 
Jose, Calif. headquarters had taken its toll. The Cisco LAN had two 
sites that were two-thirds of a mile apart—the original Tasman campus 
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BUSINESS BENEFITS 

ble for next-generation 
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and the new Zanker campus. 50 locations within and between these two 
sites needed to be efficiently and cost-effectively connected. In addition, 
Cisco was preparing for an internal deployment of IP telephony, which 
promised to dramatically lower telecommunications costs but would add 
new bandwidth pressures to an already strained network.  

The varied network infrastructure at Cisco presented challenges. 
There was no standard across the enterprise; without that, network 
management had become increasingly demanding. It wasn’t possible to 
determine the effects that adding new applications would have on 
network traffic and on the network itself. And with IP telephony looming, 

 needed to rethink network design across the San Jose sites. 
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co Catalyst 6500 Series is a ‘Swiss 
ife’ platform.” 
Huegen, Chief architect for the 
isco IT network 

old solution was needed. First, Cisco IT needed to plan and deploy better connectivity between the two 
es. Second, the team had to develop a single-platform standard that would support the growing demands for 
ice, and new applications. Finally, Cisco IT needed to build a network that would be well-positioned for future 
ons. 

hnologies provided the answers—Gigabit Ethernet and Cisco Catalyst® 6500 Series switches. Cisco 
 run Gigabit Ethernet on the LAN between all switches This had several advantages—it would guarantee 
bandwidth and would free Cisco IT from provisioning or running new fiber for a long time. And Cisco Catalyst 
ries switches offered both routing and switching capabilities—a plus for standardization and lower costs. 
e Catalyst 6500 switches were well prepared to support future service capabilities.   

 Ethernet is an attractive technology on which to deploy intranets, extranets, and enterprise client-server 
ons on a very large scale.” – Core Competence Consulting   

sers have seen huge benefits. With gigabit connectivity, they can move files faster. They have faster 
o the data center. And IP phones—with more and better features than their analog cousins—sit on every 

m that provides both standardization and freedom to add strategic solutions. 

udy:  http://www.cisco.com/en/US/about/ciscoitatwork/case_studies/routing_dl3.html

http://www.cisco.com/en/US/about/ciscoitatwork/case_studies/routing_dl3.html


 
Cisco IT Case Study Summary    

MAN Architecture 

FOR  MORE INFORMATION 
To read the entire case study or for additional Cisco IT case studies on a variety of business solutions, visit Cisco on 

Cisco: Inside Cisco IT www.cisco.com/go/ciscoit

NOTE 
This publication describes how Cisco has benefited from the deployment of its own products. Many factors may have 

contributed to the results and benefits described; Cisco does not guarantee comparable results elsewhere. 

CISCO PROVIDES THIS PUBLICATION AS IS WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR 

IMPLIED, INCLUDING THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 

PURPOSE. 

Some jurisdictions do not allow disclaimer of express or implied warranties, therefore this disclaimer may not apply to 

you. 
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